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SERMON TI: 

on THE, CATECHISM. 
er | on „n 14 
Prov. xxii, 6. 3 


Trai up 4 bid in the way be chould go, and 
| when he is old be will not depart from in. 


Ir is' of the utmost importance 10 int 853, 
into the minds of young persons, right 
entiments of religion and morality ; to 

teach them, at the first opening of the un- 
derstanding, what they ought to believe, 
and what they ought to practise. If they 
ue not instructed in this necessary know.. 

Vor. II. Þ ledge 


1 5 
: 
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2 On the Catechism. 
SERM. ledge in their youth, there is great reason 
. to. fear that the cares and pleazures--of the 
world will prevent their acquiring it at all; 
whereas right principles, properly inculcated 

at that early season, will probably never 

desert them during the remaining part of 
their lives. 3 
Wich this expectation, our church ha 
provided a eabechian, wich is a form of 
instruction by question and answer; and 
she enjoins her members to teach it thei 
children, as soon as they shall be able to 
kearn it: and dhe fiirther expects, that it 
mod not only be knowp, bur thorough 
understood by them, before they take 9 
chemselxes, at their confirmation, those en- 
83 them by 
Geir sureties at their baptism. This c- 
techiam contains, within a short compas, 

de chief heads of Christian - faith and 

- /Chtistian obedieticez and, though there ur 

ee cee parts in it, yet, whatever i 
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and a proper degree of attention on cheir 
own parts, it may easily be comprehended, 
they will become themselves answerable for 
the obsefvance of their baptismal vow. It 
is to contribute my share towards this good 
work” that ¹ Soelenge" Gate" a2" 20nms 
future discourses. 

This catechism opets whh 4 techtal of 
the privileges which baptism confers, and 
of the promises Which those; who answ-er 
for the young perdon, make in his name. 
k then procetds to instruct him in the 
micles of faith, which ate contained in the 
belief, to which a short explanation, of 
what may be gathered from ir, is added. 
k goes on, to fegulate his practice, by 
Ktting before him the ten commandments; 
mn he is e eee 
in. B 2 wards 


important is clear; and 80 plain that, Wich- 8K AL. 
ome little assistance from their elders, + 


4 On the Catecbism. 
8x RM. wards his neighbour; and, in the answers to 
4 the two · next questions, these duties are xt 
doh mare eee wore amd 6 
As it is impossible for us to. do.Gad! 
| will without his speclal grace, which we 
can only expect to be granted to our dil- 
gent petitions, the catechism next prevents 
us with the prayer which our Saviour him- 
self taught to his disciples, and with a com- 
mentary or paraphrase upon it; and, lasth, 
it concludes with a short account of | the 
two sacraments, re and the Lord 
supper. 6 
I shall make some * evan au, 
of these, passing over in Silence, or in 1 
very few, words, those parts which are ob- 
scure and immaterial for you to know; 
What is important, as I hinted before, i 
3 neither difficult ads or. under- 
$tood... | 
22 The. firs. question, as to the name, ws 
com a custom which prevailed among vs 
Su 4 4 riow 


On tbe Calecbim 


nous nations, of giving to persons new SEN. 


appellations on their being adopted into 
new families; in like manner, we, on being 
made members of Christ's family, received 
a Christian name, which denotes our re- 
lationship to him; this name, therefore, is: 
very aptiy asked of us, when we are going 
to be questioned further as to the privi- 
leges which are conferred on us by bap - 
God, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven; - in other words, we are admitted 
into the society of Christ's disciples, we 
become one of that body of which he is the 
head, we gain a title to the mercy of God, 
and are put in à capacity. of obtaining a 
bleed immortality after death. 

Of the engagements . which our god- 
fathers and god-mothers are said to enter 
into for us, the first promises that we 
would  forsake all kinds of ein whatever 

B 3 (che 
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6 On the Caterhi;m. 


x. (the world, the flezh, and the devil, bein 
re to that import) the second, that 

ve chould © believe all the articles of the 

Christian faith; and the third,” that we 
ould obey God's holy with; which we nay 

in 4 great meagure, though not perhaps 

in our Spomors making these vous for w, 

and we are indisputably bound to obserre 

are 56 greatly for our own good for, by the 

transgression or neglect of them, we hall 

draw on ourselves God's indignation, and 

be everlastingly punished in the life w 

1 am now to consider the apostle's creet, 

| as it is called, all the articles of which my 
should believe. The first article require 
my assent to this truth that there is 
* Alnilghty God, the Father, and maker of 
"Sf: 2 heavea 


ST EE 114 
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which the universe is conducted; and from 
the common consent and universal: agree · 
ment of all mankind: Who makes the um 


to rise and to set, the moon and the planets 
to perform their stated rounds, the season 


to return at regular periods, the grain 
which is buried in the earth uniformly to 
revive and to grow up, but some almighey 
puperintending cause which is God? We 
are next called on to believe in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgia 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, wad 
erucified, dead and buried. Of the truth of 
all this, we have the elenrest testimon 
about eighteen hundred years ago, a grem 
pemonage, called Jesus Christ, was born 
ole pure virgin, among the Jews; be de» 
clared that he was sent from. God, and that 

B 4 he 


beaven/and earth; this is evidem Tem the zu : 
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222, he- was God's only Son: and he-confirmed 


the truth of those declarations by the wis- 
Jens, through envy: and malice, and fest- 
ing that the religion which he taught wa; 
accused and crucified him, at the time 
Pontius Pilate was their governor, on the 
day which we now keep and call Good Fri 
day ; and, when they perceived that he wa 
dead, he was taken from the cross and bu- 
ried in a new sepulchre; a large stone vn 
rolled at the mouth of it, and à guard a 
armed soldiers placed before it, lest hi 
disciples should come: * PEE 
him away. 2 ä 
Joy eee next asserts it 2 de- 
seended into hell. Whatever is meant by 
this, 1 thinæ we may be certain that it is 
not the place of torment, | which usualy 
goes by that name ;- it-possibly means that 
94 > A | place 


nne K 


RF. 


place where the souls of the dead reside a . 


during their separation from the body, be- 
tyeen the times of death and judgment: 
but this I do not "think material for us to 
inquire into: what follows, is indeed im- 
« day;” because it is an earnest that we 
ako shall in like manner be raised from 
the grave, and live. That it was really 


he had done before his death; he remained 
on earth and shewed himself to large num. 
bers during forty days. The story of his 
body being stolen, by his disciples: (which 
the Jews pretended) is too · improbable to 
gain credit with any person of sense and 
candour. He died then, and was buried 
on the Friday, and rost again on the day 
which we noy celebrate as Easter Sunday, 

. cc He 


SIM. „ He ascended into heaven: this he did 
r de sight of many of his followers, aſter 


having conversed with them, as * 
2 comin 3p th ge 10 
creature, 

He now sits at the right hand of Gal 
the place of highest - honour in heaven, 
where he continually presents our prayers 
whence he shall: come in great pomp and 
to recompense according to their deeds, 
both the multitudes which during all the 
ages of the world have died, and those 
whom at his coming he hall find alive, 
The creed next calls on us to believe i 
« the Holy Ghost,“ who is the third per- 
zon in the blessed Trinity, by whose inspi - 


did miracles ; who is the author of all the 
good thoughts which arise in" our minds, 


. og. Ae 
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who sanctifies and makes holy all "righteous 88 UN. 


But let me caution you against imagin- 
ing that this divine being will take up his 
wode with you, without any efforts on 
your ports : you may indeed be sure, if 
you carnestly pray for his assistance, and 
gincerely endeavour to deserve it, that it 
will not be withheld from you; but then 
your own -labours must be as strenuously 
exerted, | as if all depended (as in fact it 
does) on yourgelyes, We next declare 
our belief in the holy catholic church 
« and the communion of saints; it 18 
exely meant dy these, but probably they 
may be best explained together in this man- 
der. -e believe that the true church of 
Christ is made up of all sincere Christians, 


ol what nation or sect soever, and that all 


uch are and shall be partakers, of the benefits 
ud privileges of the gospel, —=» 


The 


On the Catechiom, 


SERM; The next article in the belief, to which 


we are called on to give our assent, i, 
*, the. forgiveness of sins. Before Jesus 
Christ came into the world, men had cer- 
rainly- ome hope of "their. offences being 
pardoned, - which arose probably: from the 
general goodness of God, from his delay 
of punishment, and from the tendency in 
human nature to expect what we : greatly 
wish; but this hope by no meutis amounted 
to that full assurance of pardon, which was 
degree easy under the senst of their sins, 
and to inspire them with ardour in the 
work of their reformation. Jesus Christ 
at length came, preaching repentance and 
remission of sins; which I, understand to 
mean, that if at any time of 4 man's lik 
he is sincerely sorry that he has offended 
but to be religious and-.virtyaus,in future; 

. and 
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and if he adheres to his revolutions, not- SEAL. 


nne ul in *Gormer ul : 


I. 
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he will meet not only with mercy but with 


fayour.' This is a grand privilege ;" but let 
no one be tempted to abuse it; let no one 
an in expectation, and, as he thinks, with 
intention, of amendment; of all difficult 
things to break through, bad habits are 
the most difficult. On account of his pre- 
zumption, like wise, God may hereaſter re- 
ſuse him assistance, and then all his own 
endeavours will avail nothing; besides, no 


one can be certain that he shall live another 


the consequence; let us not, - therefore, trust 


to futurity, but do what we know to be. 8b 


necessary, immediately. Great is the sabvn- 


tion which is offered us; how shall we escape, 
fre acghcBic 1-1 ant vom wo T 
Now follows our proſession that we be- 
lere in c the resurrection of the body. 


Of the truth of this the scriptures ex- 


pressly 


SERM. pressly inform” us; at che last day ol 
I bodies will be raized from the grave; « 
the sound of the trump of the archangel, 

they will be united again with our soch, 

and we chall live. If you ask me, how it 

is possible that the flesh, part of which 

. has been eaten by worms, part blown about 
in dust by the four winds, that of some 

men consumed by fire, and of others bu- 

ried in the ocean; if you ask me how it i 
possible that all these scattered fragments 

and particles can be collected and joined 
together, I ask you, in return, whether 

it be not as easy for God to do this, as it 

was for him to form man from the dust a 

his first creation? To revive a dead mar 
appears to require no greater exertion of 
power than originally to have made bin 
„ You may form some idea of the pomibi- 
ty of our being revived again, by what 
chou soest is not quickened, except i 

| 9 ; | ce die; 
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On the Catechion. 


„Ger“ the grain you place in the earth 82 226. 
first rots, and is afterwards enlivened, and © 


xises, cloathed with a beautiful verdure. 
And if God 30 clothe the grass of the field, 
how much more shall he clothe your mor- 
ul bodies with a glorious immortality I 
I ems probable that men will be firs 
revived in the same bodies in which they 
place > This corruptible will put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal will put on 
* immortality.” Christ gave a specimen 
of the nature of the change our bodies are 
t undergo, to Peter, James, and John, 
when he was transfigured on the mount; 
he appeared all glorious, his face shone xe 
the zun, and His raiment became white as 
mow. Such a change will take place with 
reppect to the righteous at the resurrec- 
ton; for St. Patil tells us, that “ Christ 
* will change our vile body, that it may 
de farhioned Uke 'unto his glorious body.” 

You 
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IM. You will observe, thut when this gloriow 


WY Ng 


change in the bodies of men at the regur. 
rection is spoken of, it can only be meant 
of che bodies of the virtuous, although it 
be mentioned in general terms, St. Paul 
being desirous of taking for granted, that 


all those to whom he writes would be in 


that number. The bodies of the wicked 


will certainly be raised at the same time, 


but whether they will undergo any change, 
is uncertain; but it seems probable, that 
as many of the crimes of the wicked have 
arisen from their bodies, that they. Shall, 
together with their souls, share in the eter, 
nity of W which has been de- 
nounced. f 

The R 


| uon of belief in * the life everlasting,” 


—Life is often put in Scripture for happi- 
ness, and it is possible may mean $0 here. 
I believe, that if I am pious and virtuow 


in dis work, I hall he. for erer happy 
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the next; or probably it may have a more SERM, 


extensive signification, that of existence, I. 


and may mean, not only the everlasting 
bliss of the righteous, but the everlasting 
misery of the wicked: in either case our 
belief is supported by Scripture, which as- 
Sures us, in various places, that as the re- 
ligious and good man shall be eternally 
happy in the presence of God, so the pro- 
fane and immoral man shall for the same 
” BY codes dne, undergo the moxt terrible dis- 
4 grace and torment. Such are the great truths 
al to which we are called on to give our assent; 
* it is, however, to little purpose that we obey 
n the call, unless we join to a sound faith, a 
good life and conversation: what this chiefly 
consists in we may learn from the command- 
ments, to which I should now pass; but this 
| must defer to a future opportunity. 
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SERMON II. 


ON THE CATECHIIM, 


r 

PIO. xxii, 6. | 

Train up a child in the way be Should go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it. 

[x the former part of the aixth chapter ofs KAN, 
Exodus, are related the orders which the II. 
children of J8rael received to attend the 

Lord upon Mount Sinai, and the $0lemn 
preparations which they were directed to 

the historian proceeds in this manner: 
And it came to pass on the third day 

" (the day appointed for God's dexcens) 

a C 2 ja 
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588M. ©" the morming; Hi Here were unter 


II. 


e waxed louder and touter, Moses spakr, 


cc and lightnings, and thick clouds upon 
te the Mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
« exceeding loud, so that all the people 
« that was in the camp trembled. And 
„ Moses brought forth the people out of the 
% camp to meet with Ged, and they stood 

« at the bottom of the Mount. And 
«« Mount Sinai was altogether in a smoke, 
« because the Lord descended upon it in 
e fire, and the smoke thereof ascended 2 
« the smoke of A furnace ; und the whole 
« Mount quaked greatly. And when the 
«« voice of the trumpet punded ilong, and 


„ and God answered him by a voice — 
Moses then Teceives orders to charge th 
"people not to presume to ascend the 
Mount: - and "after thut, God delivered the 
Ten commandments, a8 we find them in 
the xth chapter. "You observe that thi 


ewe yrid"orlnlly matte io ue pep 
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of Isracl, and undoubtedly the ten com- SBM. 
mandments were chiefly intended for their 1%: 


we. ' © I am the Lord thy God (says the 
« Almighty). which have brought thee our 
« of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
« of slavery.” This is applicable to them 
only, and relates to their miraculous: escape 
from the oppression of Pharoah.——But when 
we consider the prodigious solemnity with 
which these ten commandments were uttered 
by God's awn mouth, and. that they were 
afterwards written with his own finger; and 
when we reflect, besides, on. their. intrinsic 
excellency, that they contain in them the 
great heads of duty both towards God and 
man; and when we observe. the veneration 
which Christians of all ages have paid to 
chem, we cannot but perceive that they are 
deserving of all our attention, respect, and 

The first commandment is directed 
against those numerous objects of wor- 
ä C3 ship, 


£2 


S$EKM. 


II. 
. 


instead of him. To keep the people of 


Pleazures, "honours, riches of this work, Unge 


N above God: now when we do this they ur 


On the Catechism. 
ship, to which che matt ions, who fired i 
and round about the country which the 
Jews were going to inhabit, paid their ig 
norant and wicked zdorations z—the wn, 
the moon, the stars, stocks, stones, ani- 
mals, and deceased men, chey either joined 
with the Supreme Being, or worshipped 


Israel from this absurdity and wickednes, 
God says to them, „Thou sha have none 
other Gods but me.” =] allow neither of 
substitute nor partner, to me only shall you 
offer up your prayers; praises, and adors 
tions. We Christians are, I hope, in 10 
danger of offending against this law, i 
the same manner as the nations above 
mentioned, but we may break it in othe 
instances, and incur no small portion d 
guilt for so doing. We may, and als! 
too many of us do, give a preference to the 


ES EX, T ke DER 


5 5 


2 
which we love vich all our hearts, with e 
all our mind; with all our soul, and with LV 
all our strength; it is them which we 
worship ; it is in them that we trust, and, 
too often, it is chem which we truly serve 
all the days of our life... Now, when this 
js the case, we certainly violate the first 
commandment : those who dedicate their 8 
whole time, and set. their whole affecti 
. 
the apostle expressly tells us, with re- 
py! quan Idolaters. « Thou 
« shalt have none other gods but me,” The 
precept is delivered in negative terms, but} it 
has a positive meaning; we are not only re- 
quired by it nor to worship what is not God, 
but we are required heartily to worship what 
i; God. | 
As Es a Tn in lie 
danger of infringing the prohibition con- 
tained in the econd commandment z but 
C4 there 


ee 


A etc 
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gas! 
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orld, 
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1 ll. there ate one sect of Cliriztians, the Ro. 
tn Catholics, who appear to infringe i 


| fgdinst it 7 © Who can stand in God's sight 
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grievously ; they certainly make to them- 
&lves images, and bow down before them. 
Sothe parte, however, of this cormand- 
ment deserve our notice: God says—* I an 
4 à jealous God; i.e. © I am very ten. 
© der of my honour ;- I bear neither partner 
e rior competitor in those duties which pro- 
E perly Belong to me. This jealousy does 
not only imply a strong dislike, but a fierce 
displeusure, against the breakers of this 
law: what reason, then, is there to gun 


& wheti he is angry? E 
effects 6f his displeasure ? 

The conclusion of this commandinent 
is remarkable; God represents himself a 
« visiting the sins of the fathers upon the 
ration of them that hate him, and shewing 
mercy unto thousands in them that love 
| 6 / him 


tim and keep his commandments. Meats rim. 
have usually a great affection for their pos- 11. 
gross sine God: affirms here that he will 
not confine his rewards and punishments to 
the good man or sinner himself, but extend 
dem likewise to his descendants. - Thid 
countable, OE in fact is-is what is con- 
te children, n 
Nr 
in consequence of their ancestors crimes? 
This, indeed, is the course of nature; but 
remember, -- that the course of nature is 
under the direction of God. Obsetve, how- 
erer, the difference between God's. proceed- 
vg in the way of severity and in the way of 
favour ! He only threatens to visit the in 
Uties of disobedient parents on the third 
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AN 


On the Catechiem: 
SERM. and fourth generation of their children, but 


sheweth mercy unto a thousand descents of 
the posterity amm 
him. 
The n us t 
take God's name in vain, that is, never to 
mention it but on serious occasions: 
The Lord will not hold him guiltes 


that taketh his name in vain; A strong 


expression, which implies, that he will look 
on him as exceedingly guilty, . This com- 


mandment certainly extends to all kinds of 


swearing and cursing whatever. And hen 


J must express my wonder that there an 


$0 many men, who incur such great por- 
tions of guilt on such slight temptatiom 
When the robber tells you he was induced 


to take away his neighbour's goods, to fur- 
nish himself with the necessaries or lu - 


uries of life —when the drunkard alleges 
mn excuse for his failing, the delight which 


ay finds in intemperance and Jjollity,— 
9 ä though 
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though their wickedness is great, we are EER. 


able to form an idea of the motive which 
incites them to it; but what can we as- 
ign as a motive to the common wearer ? 
He cannot hope to make himself richer by 
wearing, nor wiser, nor more esteemed z 
it will gratify none of his appetites or pas- 


ions: there is no wit in it, nor is there 


— 


my invention; for the most stupid may 


wrive at the same degree of perfection in 
it as the most ingenious, It is shocking 
to every pious ear, and disgusting to every 
ideral mind: and though they who prac- 
tixe it are guilty of dreadful wickedness, I 
know no one end that it can possibly answer 
to them. The pretence that what they say 
i more attended to on this account, is too 
ndiculous to deserve a serious reply; be- 
tides, if it were true, I beg you to reflect, 
whether $uch attention would ' be - worth 
purchasing at the expence of your eternal 
rlvation, * 4 

Tbe 
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SERM: The fourth commandment enjoins the 
We exact. observance of the sabbath; all kind; 
of labour were prohibited to the Jews on 

that day. We are not 80 strictly bound, 
but that we may attend, as occasion de- 
| mands, to works of absolute neccxity: 

ES | let us not, however, abuse this Christian 

| 

| 


— _— — 


liberty, by carrying it too far; let the hom 

of divine service in particular be esteemed 

sacred; and let us, from charity and hu- 

manity, as well as reverence to God's laws, 

sion from their labours to those who de- 

pend upon us. The poorer part of mai- 

kind, forced to incessant and uninterrupted 

. toil, to procure themselves the necesuries 

| of life, have little time, during six days i 
| the week, for the consideration of religious 
| | gubjects; and if they perſorm their mom- 
| ing and their evening zmcrifice of praje! 
FF and. thankagiving, it is all, perhaps, which 
they are able to do: but on Sunday, if they 
bs be 
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be not prevented by hard or inconsiderate. $ERM, 


heisure to think of another world; to as- 
emble themselves together wich their bre- 
tren to worship their God, and to be in- 
aructed in their duty, and reminded of a 
day of judgment and a world to come 
Permit me to call on those who have de- 
pendants under them, to do all in their 
power to render this excellent institution 
of the Sabbath effective and useful: not 
only to free, as much as possible, from 
their usual employments, those who live 
under the same (roof with them, but to 
make those arrangements and gettlements, 
with all whp;depend upon them, before the 
Lord's Day, which, "when they are delayed 
cill then, att gladly aied by the idle as 
n excuse ſor not attending public worship; 


wle they are säncerely Jameneed by the 


mell-dispased, a8 the real cause of their 
abxence, The accounts of the poor are 
3000 
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.$8RM.-$00n- settled, the recompence of their la. 
1 — ours far the week past is not long in ad. 
justing. Let it not then. vexatiougly he 
delayed; nor occupy- with earthly care 
those hours which opght to be solely de. 
importance, to the poor, of Sunday vel 
employed; consider that the certain con- 
sequence of their time being taken up, a 
that day, with earthly cares, must be total 
irreligion. Reflect how shocked you vil 
be, and how heavy will be your account, i 
any of your dependants should plead at the 
last audit But for my master's incongi- 
* deration I should have been regular at 
© church, should have worshipped my God, 
* and have learnt and practised my duty” 
Assembling on the Lord's Day, to sere 
the Almighty, together with his brethren, 
"is no light part of a Christian's duty, 
or which he is in any degree at liberty to 
mit. Too many bad people, I confess 
094 | da 
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4o come to church; but let it be remem- SERM, 


os oa tens ira 


good u away; 
shall in my next discourse proceed to 


the commandments of the second table, 
a „„ 88 


our neighbour, 
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SERMON III. 


ON THE CATECHISM, © 


Prov. xxii. 6. 

Train up @ child in the way be should go, and 
when be is old be will not depart from it. 

I. my explanation of the catechism I have 
aready gone through with the command- 
ments of the first table; I now proceed to 
eonsider those of the second. These open 
vith the injunction to honour our father 
nd mother; and surely, in the regulation 
of our conduct towards each other, no pre- 
eept could with greater propriety take the 


kad: after that entire and boundless obe- 


Vor. * D dience 


SERM. 


III. 
ae, 
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SERM., dience due from A to God, the next degree 
of respect and reverence is due from chi 

. dren to their parents. | 
For this you bor Ur Gris express com- 
mand, with the promise of a reward ar 
| - nexed to it, — Thy days shall be long in 
˖ « the land, which the Lord thy God giveth 
. « thee.” This indeed chiefly respected the 
Jews, and might either hold forth length 
of days as a reward to the dutiful, indin- 
- dually ; or might promise the long poste. 
sion of the land of Canaan to che whol 
nation, if this precept were observed, in gr 
neral: but there is no reason to doubt bu 
that Christians also, who conscientioul 
| honour their parents, may reasonably Jos 
for a temporal recompenee to their obe 
dience. In the first place, St. Paul, in wit 
ing to the Ephesians, setting before thei 
this commandment, insists on the promi 
annexed to it; and zecondiy, dutiful di 
dren are, according to the common cours 
1 | 
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ee WI of dings, likely co proxper and do well in 
i. WW the world. The whole of life is apt to take 
its colour hom the employment of our 
m- WI youth, and that employment of it, which js 
mos - agreeable to dur parents, ih com- 
z 10 monly the most to our own advantage. 
veth | need not mention motivas of gratitude, 
| the BY they are: too obvious; he, who is ill be- 
gd haved and cruel to the authors of his being, 
di the ſosterers of his childhood, to whom will 
bsc be be kind? he who is negligent of dus 
whole ant and great duty, of what other cen we 

| expect that he will be mindful ? . | 
The sixth commandment forbids mur- 
ter. The atrociousness of this crime is 80 
geat, and it is so certainly followed by the 
pinichment of death from the laws of our 
country, that there is no necessity to dwell 
Mit, The remonstrances or warnings of 
the preacher can have little effect on bim 
who can harbour in, his- breast any idea of 
uit; let us, however, devondy pray against, 
| D 2 and 
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ERM. and carefully. avid,” those unruly passion, 
e hatred, and malice, and all kinds of 
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-uncharitableness, which: are the 1 
chat lead to it. 

Adultery is — * the event. 
commandment. By many civilized nations 
this crime was punished with death, and 
even by the divine law which wass given to 
the Jews, and that to both the parties con- 
cerned in it, and surely very deservedh; 
for there is no offence” by which the order 
-of society is more disturbed, none by which 
the peace of individuals is more cruel 
- wounded. - On the side of the married per 
son there is perjury added to impurity 
and in every case there is the greateit in 
- morality and the basest selfisghness. WI 
can chew a more total want of generos 
than, for a transient satisfaction to ou! 
selves, to destroy the peace of a felon 
creature perhaps of a friend — for h 
whole life ! The punishment among us 
* 3 9 1 10 
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not now s great, at least not by the law z RAI. 
but let us not be deceived; the guilt is 5 
xtill the same, and the penalty is only de-—B 
layed, to be exaczed with greater severity 
by the. hand of God. I must just observe. 
that this commandment bas, been judged 
to comprise S. en from 1 
dueatens ak legs .8epeee! —— 
ther species of impurity-—< Whoramongess: 
* and adulterers Sod will judge. 

I the eighth eommandment, - the» prohi-! 
hon of all kinds of injustice, by which'the 
property of another is inyaded, - is com- 
lied; not  oply he who robs me openly 
a the highway, or who breaks into my 
trelling and bears off my goods, but he 
vio, in any other less notorious. and ob- 
ervable manner, defrauds me, is guilty of 
obeying this precept against [stealing.— 
The great man, who avails himself of su- 
priar power to deprive me of my right, 
D 3 and 


„ On tht merh. 
„xl. and sets me at defiance; berate 1 have not 
ce means of applying to the law for pro- 

rection ; the worldly Wise man, who takes 
advantage of superior cunning to over- 
reach me in our bargains; and che tradey- 
man, who makes improper profits, | either 
by ern che commodity in which he 
deals, by a deficiency” in his weights- and 
measures, or by any other framer of in- 
justice, "are all of them 80 less guilty of « 
breach of the ponent eng 
highwaymnian or the house<breaktr.” ** 
When understood — 
ner, whith it certainly ought" to be, it k t 
be feared chat there are too many who world 
de shocked at the hate of stealing, who arc 
dd intitnate with the offence. 
As the sixth commandment - aims to 
guard eur life, and the eighth our property, 
the ninth is intended for the preservation 
of our characters Phou sha not bei 
ir false Vithess againgt ty neighbous.”— 
: | The 
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The most heinous violation of this precept SE RM. 


is that of those infamous persons who, . 


an oath, assert what they know to be untrue, 
is life, perhaps hi property, but certainly 
his good name, into danger. This is 4 
dime of s deep a dye, that I trust. there is: 
no need to warn any of my present audience 
zpainst- it: the commandment is, however, 
vo oſten transgressed, even in the best re- 
gulated societies, in less eminent degrees 


d such ——— 
nuch of the unhappiness of social liſe. 


Next to his guilt, wh — publicly: ts 
my prejudice what he knows to be false, is 
tat of him who affirms the same falsity in 
private, with a- design to traduce my repu- 
ion. It is something, that the forms of 
jmtices e wanting—it is something, that 
Almighty God is not immediately affronted 
by zolemn appeal; — but, in every other 

D 4 respect, 
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SERM. respect, the injury to the party defamed i 
a. as great, and the stroke as wounding, 
as, that which is given by the hand of the 
executioner. There are many other ways of 
infringing this commandment, -where the de- 
gree of criminality,” though still -inferior, is 
, yet great; as when we speak ill of others on 
suspicion only on slight grounds—or on 
vague report. or when we do it unneces- 
Sarily—or take a pleasure in it or do not 
speak in their defence, when we hear them 
unjustly or maliciously attacked, It is, be- 
sides, ungenerous and unjust —uungenerous, t 
port with the characters of our fellow-crea- 
tures, on which their reception in the world, 
and sometimes their bread, depends. unjust, 
because it is not doing unto them as ve 
would wish them to do unto us. 
Ihe laws of the last table conclude with 
* Thou shalt not coyet.” The actual in- 
yasion of the property gf another, having 
been already prohibited, ——the mere deute a 
. | Posse 


A 


On the Catechism;. 41. 
possess it, is now forbidden; and we ahould $ E R4\, . 
æt ourselves axidyouily to. obey is, whether, N, 
we consider n p 
For, fiat the comtzary b 
here enjoined, makes a man miserable; as, if 
he once gives ſree scope to his desires, he is: 
never likely to be satisfied; success will but 
ad fuel to the flame the more objects of 
hs wishes he gains, the more ardent he will 
all de in pursuing other and content will 
be, for ever, a stranger to his breast. 
Secondly, it is an unjust temper, probably 
1 itzelf, Since we are not far from hating the 
man whom we envy, and for whose posses- 
ons we greatly long—and almost certainly 
n its effects, for he will not, when a con- 
ſenient opportunity offers, long scrupulously 
rxtrain his hands from the property of 
mother, in the hope of possessing which, he 
permits his heart to riot uncontrolled. 
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-Lavtly, it is an irreligious temper, sine it 
implies a discontent with God's dispensations 
towards us; and, as it usually engrosses the 
whole heart and effections; it banishes al 
thoughts of piety and another world. 

Such are the celebrated laws of the two 
tables—laws which, I have before observed, 
were spoken by God's mouth, and written 
with his finger—you perceive” how excellent 
they are in themselves, and how proper for 
man to obey them.—Let us, then, devouth 
offer up our prayers, that they may all be 
deeply engraven on eng 
hearts! 4.1 
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us to pray. 
Is my last discourse on the eatechism, FSERM. 
cncladed my explanation of the ten com- . 
mandments. From these, we are informed 
that we learn our duty towards God, and 
our duty towards our neighbour; and, - in 
the answers to the two following ques- 
tons, these duties are set down at large: 
but I have already, in my remarks on the 
commandments, anticipated the chief of 

| what 
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8E RM. what I could say on them; and as to thox 
IV. points on which I have not spoken, they ar 
expressed, in the catechism itself, in $0 cler 
a manner, that there is no necessity for me 

to dwell on them. | 
Jo understand, and to obey the com. 
mandments, 'should be the study and the 
endeayour of our whole lives; but ou 
own exertions will not do alone; if God 
does not grant his assistance to them, 
however strenuous they may be, they vil 
Be vain to obtain, therefore, this as5t- 
ance, it is our duty, at all times, to call for 
it by attentive and feryent prayer. I pro- 
-- ceed, then, to take into consideration that 
most perſect form which was  compoed 
by our Lord, at the request of his disciples, 
and is called by his name — the Lord's 
dress to the Supreme Being, which are ex- 
tant, it is undoubtedly at the same time 


the most ratipngl and the most deyout ; 5 
| | that 
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that (as it has been well said®) zag” a 
have an eye to the preaching or the praying | 
of our Redeemer, the observation is equally 
ust— That never man spake like this 
The Lord's prayer contains six distinct 
petitions, besides the address at the begin- 
ning, and what is called the doxology, at 
the conclusion. The address is concise, 
but replete with meaning Our Father, 
« which art in heaven.” It is observable, 
that we are not directed to say my Father, 
dut our Father, which seems designed to 
remind us, first, of the vast authority and 
dominion of God, extending over all man- 
kind—and, secondly, of the relationship 
iples which we bear to each other, he being the 

common parent of us all—and, consequently, 
of the obligation under which we lie, to cul- 
tate 4a © entertain an universal 2 and 
ped will; | 
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* if men, being evil, do give good gi 
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SERM-. The application of Father, of which w 


are permitted to make use, reminds us of 
our being allied to him, in many respect 


by nature, for he created us, and that after 


his own image—by- providence, for he coy 
stantly preserves and protects us by grace, 
for he renews us again, according to hi 
image, after that, by Adam's fall and or 


and destroyed the resemblance—every wy 
he is our Creator and Father. There i; 


ning in the title — God, or Lord, imply 


authority, that, conscious as we must be 
of our meanness and unworthiness, ve 
might be discouraged in our approaches 
to him; but the name of Father suppom 


and emboldens. What earthly parent i 
were who daes not love and desite al 


manner of good for his offspring? © And 


« unto 
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« unto their children, how much more aN. 


« will our Father, who is in heaven, give 
« good things to them that ak him? 
« Which art in heaven.” God is aubstan- 
tially present every where alike ; but he 
does not every where equally discover him- 
self, nor does he display every where, with 
equal splendor, the beams of his glorious 
majesty. The scripture frequently mentions 
a place of his special residence; here is his 
royal court, here his imperial throne, and 
here he is attended upon by saints and angels. 
This place is called heaven, and sometimes 
the highest Heavens, and by his presence here 
God is described, both to distinguish him 
from other earthly parents, and to increase 
our reverence towards him, when we bring 
to mind his guper-eminent glory and ma- 
The first petition is © Hallowed or sanc- 
* tified be thy name.” God's name means 
himself, and when we pray that it may be 

hallowed 


1 


on the Caucchim. 


KI. hallowed or sanctified; we mean to atk ty 


IV. all mankind may make a distinction, ob. 


Serve a distance between God and othe 
ccings, and that they may give to him tr 
most decided and, unrivalled preference: 
we mean to request of the Almighty v 
this effect Mayest thou every ber 
© be had in the highest veneration! My 
call honour, praise, and service, be ret: 
© dered unto thee by men, and by us, who 
© are now addressing thee, in particular! 
Thy kingdom come, is che secon 


petition, This would be more June 
-intelligibly translated, if it were — IA 
'© reign come.” The profession of putt 


Christianity is in the scriptures constant 
called the reign of God. The - petition 
here used seems more immediately to re 


spect the state of things at the time whet 


Christ taught this prayer to his disciples 
they were instructed here to desire tha 
the 3 be speedily and effectual 


extende 
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extended all over the earth then in figurative 8 E RM. 
unguage would commence the reign of God 


There is but too much reason, however; 
fot us at this dey to continue the petition, 
when we recollect that a very large part 
of the world is not yet converted to Chris- 
tanity, and that, even of those who do call 
demselves Christians, too many are such 
ay in name, and that men in general are 
kr, very far distant from the purity which 
the gospel enjoins. The complete reign of 
God implies, that the whole globe should 
te Christians, and such Christians as out 
Master commands. This is a state of 
tings which possibly may never entirely 
mve; but we ought to pray, and may 
lope that we are continually making nearer 
pproaches to it. Such prayers I am sure, 
re our duty, and I think there are grounds 
br such hopes. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
* heaven,” is the third petition. Every 
Vor. II. E decree 


WEN 
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s ERM. decree of the Almighty is unquestionably 
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received with the utmost - complacency and 
the most entire satisfaction, by those pious 
and loyal spirits who surround his throne, 
and they are certainly ever prompt and eager 
to shew the most perfect obedience” to his 
commands: such - complacency and Satisfac- 
tion in all events, and such obedience to al} 
the divine commands, we in this: petition 
desire may be exhibited by mankind. © May 
we as fully acquiesce in all thou doest, and 
as exactly obey all I Oren as the 
blessed angels! 

The fourth petition — Give us this 
e day: our daily bread.” This is well para- 
phrased in the catechism  itself:— I pray 
4 unto God that he will send us all things that 
© be needful both for our souls and bodies.“ 
Two explanations are given of this petition; 
it probably comprises both; either the bread 
of the time to come, that is, the happiness 
of futurity, or our maintenance in this present 

210C12nh:7 8 4 life. 
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lie. The first respects our souls, and the s E RN. 


latter our bodies. Observe the modesty of INV. 


the petition as relating to earthly things, and 
be careful in all your other prayers to con- 
form to it. It asks not for riches, elegancy, 
splendour, but for bread ; and though under 
the term bread is, doubtless, comprehended 
all necessaries, yet they are clearly neces- 
xaries alone, not superfluities. Nor do we 
ak even for necessaries, to make us so far 
beforchand that we should be independent of 
God; but, we say, „Give us this day our 
« daily bread; © grant us what may suf- 
* fice for our present support; for the rest 
* we trust cheerfully to thy providence; 
© we cast all our care upon thee, in full 
* knowledge and confidence that thou carest 
* for us. 

“ Forgive us our trespasses, as we for- 
« give them that trespass against us,” is 
the fifth petition. The first step towards 
obtaining forgiveness of our sins, is to be 

E 2 sensible 
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SE RM. sensible of them and to confess them. © If 
Io © we gay that we have no ain, we deceive 
&© ourselves, and the truth is not in us; but 
« if we confess our gina, God is faithful and 
tc just to forgive us our $ins, and to clean 
c us from all unrighteousness. Now this 
petition imphes confession, inasmuch as by 
the very asking of forgiveness of sins, we 
own that we have been sinners; we, however, 
annex a condition, on which we apply for 
this forgivencss, which is, that we ourselves 
pardon those who have in any way offended 
against us. Let us then be very careful, 
when we approach the throne of _ mercy, 
to bear no - malice nor hatred in our hearts, 
to wish np ill to-any of our fellow-creatures, 
however they may have provoked us, but 
to be ready on any opportunity to do them 
all service. * If you forgive to men their 
e trespasses (says our Saviour) your bea- 
venly Father will also forgive you: „ Tbe 
reverse 1s like wise true. 


„ Lead 
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« hyer us from evil,” is the last petition ; 
for I think, though it consists of two 
ckuses, it may be considered as one peti- 
tion. I have seen these words changed for 
others, which are in my opinion more agree- 
able to the sense of the original language. 
« Abandon us not to temptation, but pre- 
© gerve us from evil.” The phrase, © lead 
« us not into temptation,” seems to imply, 
that we believe God to be the author of it, 
which he certainly never is of the sort of 
temptation here intended: whereas, © abandon 
* us not, nor permit us to go into tempta- 
* tion,” steers clear of this seeming impro- 
piety. The word, which is translated de- 
ver, means more than that it means pre- 
erte, by which may be understood, not 
ir merely © free us from the evils into which 
eve have fallen, but prevent us from fall- 
Tbe BN © ing into any evils at all, Temptation is 
of two kinds; one is sent to give the vir- 
cal E 3 tuous 


Lead us not into temptation, but de- $ERM. | 


* 
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SERM. tuous an opportunity of displaying their 
IV. good qualities: such was that of Abraham, 
when he was commanded to offer up his 
son; such were those into which the early 
Christians fell, when they were $0 severeh 
persecuted; and such are those which good 
men now experience, when they meet with 
vexations and afflictions, - and pass victo- 
riously through them. The other sort of 

' temptations - are those occasions of «in, 
which but too often occur, that are by 
their own violence, and the weakness of 
those to whose lot they fall, insurmount- 
able. It is obvious that they are these 
latter against which we pray, as these only 
are prejudicial to us, the former tending 
to the glory of God and the good of ou 
own souls. Preserve us from evil:“— 
that greatest of all evils, Sin, and the con- 
sequences of sin the anger of God, ar 
here principally intended: but yet, in an in- 
ferior degree, it is certainly allowable © 

1 Pe: have 


have in our eye a preservation from ane 
poral evils ; but this must be accompanied . 


with the filial submission of our blessed 
Saviour to che disposal of the Almighty — 
« Nevertheless, not my will but thine be 
« done. > 

The - concluding clause of the Lord's 
Prayer is called the Doxology, the meaning 
of which is, a form of aseribing glory to 
God:— For thine is the kingdom, the 


„ power and the glory, for ever and ever. 


« Amen.” Thou hast a perpetual and 
© immoyeable authority, by which at all 
times thou directest and governest all 
© things, wherefore we proſess to rely on 
© thee alone, and have a full confidence in 
* thee in all our wants; thine is the glory; 
© all honour and reverence, - all love and 
© thankfulness, are due unto thee, as in the 
beginning, so at this present time, and 
vill be to all eternity. | 
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SEM. Having thus gone through with each ar. 


ticle-of the Lord's Prayer separately, I shall 
conclude with taking a more connected view 
of it, by presenting you with it in à shon 
paraphrase. on 5 


O thou, the great creator and preserver 
of me and all the rest of che universe, who 
art enthroned in majesty above all height, 


and dwellest in light which no eye can ap- 
proach ; mayest thou be honoured by all thy 
innumerable creatures, as thy unspeakable 
greatness requires! may their minds be im- 
pressed with just sentiments of thy wisdom, 
goodness, and omnipotence 

« Thy; kingdom come. Oh! hhasten 
the period, when the religion which thou 
hast graciously revealed to us by thine 
only begotten son, may be proſessed all 
over the world in its original purity, and 
may obtain such an influence over the 


hearts and lives of all its votaries, that 
_ will may be submitted to and per- 


formed 


. 
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formed on earth as it is in heaven! that we, SERA. 


as far as the weakness of humanity will allow, 
may as exactly be guided by thy good plea- 
Sure as the blessed angel! 

« Give us this day our daily bread.” 
During our passage chrough this transirory 
tate, do thou, who gave us-life, give us the 
means of supporting it; we pray nat for 
superfluities to -consume on our own: Justs, 
nor do we too anxiously look forward: into 
fururity ; we will be satisfied with a moderate 
present provision, nor have we the. foolish 
desire to be independent of thee. - "ye 

Forgive us our trespasses, as we fors 
give them that trespass against us. Re- 
member that we are but dust, and, on our 
sorrow and amendment, pardon us all in 
which we have offended ; be not extreme to 
mark what we have done amiss. And as 
thou hast justly made it a condition of ob- 
taining mercy from thee, that we shew mercy 
to our brethren, afford us thy assistance tv 

con- 
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SERM. conquer any imperfections in our temper; 
AL Subdue in us all tendency towards malice and 
resentment; and grant that our benevolence 
may be universal, and without exception ! 
e Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
te us from evil.” Permit us not to fall 3 
Sacrifice to the snares of the world, the allure- 
ments of the flesh, or the artifices of the 
devil: let us not be tempted above what ve 
are able to bear; in every age, in every 
station, in every change of circumstances, 
Surround us with the shield of thy all-power- 
ful protection! In prosperity, and in distress, 
in health, and in sickness, let thy holy spirit 
guard us from the approach of spiritual evil; 
and when we arrive at the closing scene of 
- our earthly pilgrimage, still be thou near to 
aid and support us; suffer us not at our last 
hour, for any pains of death, to fall from 
thee; nor let thy care of us conclude with 
this mortal liſe, but in the day of judgment 
also, of thy great mercy, good Lord, deliver 
a us 
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us! Save us from the bitter pains of eternal SERM. 
: : IV, 

death, and receive us into the happy man- 

sions of saints and angels. These petitions 

we humbly offer to the throne of thy grace, 

in full confidence both of thy mercy and 


omnipotence ; thou who spake and it was 


done, commanded and it was made fast, all 


that we can ask or want, thou canst abun- 
dantly confer on us ; for boundless and un- 
controlable is thy power and dominion, and 
to thy glory and kingdom there is no end 
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' SERMON V. 
' ON THE CATECHISM. 


ST, JOHN xiii. 35. 
by this aball all men know that ye are my 


| au now arrived at my: concluding dis- SER M. 
course on the catechism it will be taken up . 


with explaining the two Sacraments; those 
peculiar: rites of the Christian religion, or- 
dained by Christ himself, as the distinguisbing 
marks by which his disciples were to be 
known. In doing this, I shall observe the 
explain the nature and meaning of a gacra- 
ment in general; 2dly, I shall consider the 
sacrament of baptism ; and 3dly, that of the 
Lord's supper. 
2 p « How 
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EAM. How many aacnmente hath Christ or- 


ce dained in his church?“ . In the answer to 
this first question, we are told that there 
are © two sacraments only, as generally ne- 
tc cessary to- Salvation.” The number i 
mentioned, because in the church of Rome 
they observe several others, for which we 
Protestants affirm there is no foundation 
in the scriptures. The word generally x 
inserted from a charitable motive; it means 


that though, for the most part, the observance 
of these sacraments can alone insure to us 


Salvation, yet in cases, where from ignorance 
or want of opportunity, they have been ne- 
glected, that God may pass over and pardon 
the omission. 

We are next told . that the meaning of 
the word sacrament is, © an outward and 
ee visible sign of an inward and gpiritul 
ce grace, given unto us, ordained by Christ 
e himself, as a means whereby we receive 


the same, and a pledge to assure W 
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« thereof.“ That is, a sacrament is made 
up of an outward part and an inward part, 
something' which is visible to us, and some- 
thing which is invisible; the former is 
zome action in which we partake, which 
is a sign, token, or representation of the 
nter; this latter is some grace or fa- 
your from heaven, and the outward action 
in which we - partake; is a means of ac- 
quiring this grace or favour, and a pledge 
to assure us that we shall acquire it. Now 
consider this explanation of a sacrament 
in general, with respect to the sacraments 
of baptism and the Lord's supper. In bap- 
tim, water is the outward sign; the puri- 
hcation of our hearts, the inward grace; 
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V. 
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do you perceive the resemblance? as your 


bodies are made clean by water, so bap- 
wm, by which you are made Christians, 
cleanses and -purifies your minds. It was 
aso ordained by Christ himself; you re- 
member his command to his apostles, just 

| before 
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$BRM, beſore his astension into heaven :==* Go ye 
ins che world, and preach the gospel t 
L gvery creature, baptising them in the 
&© name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

Lol the Holy Ghost.“ In all covenans 
you know, there are conditions made by 

each party ; the gospel is a gracious cove- 

nant between God and man: on. our part, 

the conditions are faich and obedience ; a 
God's part, forgiveness of sins, and eter- 

nal life. Now by the sacrament of bap- 

tim, we become entitled to these benefit, 

and it is a seal or pledge of God's, that if 

we observe the conditions promised by our- 
telves, or our sureties, he will not fail 
bestow them on us. 

Let bs now try the above explanation of 

a tacrament, with respect to the Lord 
Supper. Here the outward visible «ig 


is bread and wine; the inward spiritul 
grace, the strengthening and refreshing of 
our souls. As bread and wine nourisb 

5 and 
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and zupport the body, so the celebration of $SERM. 
the sufferings and death of Christ does, or , 
ought to, excite in us a quick sense of gra- 
titude for what he has done for us; to 
unimate us to a closer attachment to 
him; to create in us a stronger abhors 
rence of sin, and affection for virtue; 
and by this means to nourish and support 
our souls. It was likewise ordained by 
christ himself: this was done immediately 
before his death, in the presence of all the 
apostles ; he himself partook of it with 
them, and left it as his dying request and 
command, that they should continue to 
observe this rite in remembrance of him. 
| is likewise a means whereby we appro- 
priate to ourselves the benefits of our Re- 
deemer's death ; he has thought fit to ap- 
point such means, and, I confess, I do not 
Ke how any Christian can reasonably ex- 
pect, whilst he neglects' them, to attain the 
gorious end, As to its being a pledge to 


Vol. II. F assure 


Z F N 8 7 


Dr 


A F L 


2 assure us of God's mercy, codeides what it 
3 represents the body of Christ, which wax | 
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broken, and the blood of Christ, which was 
paured out to make atonement for our ini- 
quitiesz to procure for us the | pardon of 
our sins. What may we not expect when 
we are calling to mind such an amazing 
instance of good will to men, as this? may 
not from us his only son, will, with him, 
bestow on us all manner of good gifts? 
Thus, you see, baptism and the Lord's 
supper exactly answer to the description of 
a sacrament; they both contain outward and 
visible signs; water in the one; bread and 
wine in the other: these signs also represent 
inward spiritual graces; water represents 
purification from sin; and bread and wine, 
an increase and stability in virtue: they were 
likewise ordained by Christ, and are means 
of obtaining, and pledges that we shall 
obtain, certain graces and benefits. 


We 
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We will now consider what © farther is 8 NN. 
raid in the catechism, wi capers hen 4 
of tem. * 15 
Of those who are * we are told, 
there is required, © Repentance, whereby 
they forsake sin; and faith, whereby they 
© stedfastly believe the promises of God 
made to them in that sacrament.” The 
primitive church was extremely strict in this 
particular, - Before Christianity was esta - 
büshed, when persons grown to manhood 
offered themselves to baptism, no one was 
admitted till he could give proof of his sorrow 
for his past evil life, and till he could offer 
reasons for his faith in Christ; and it was 
uncerity by his future virtuous and pious 
behaviour, But if this were the custom, and 
if faith and repentance are really necessary, 
tis a very natural question which follows, 
Why then are infants baptized, when by 
* reazon of their tender age they can give 

<; - ce proof 


68 On the Catechiom; 
SER NM. © proof of neither?” The answer is satis- 
factory; their god-fathers and god-mothers 
promise both for them, and when they come 
to years of discretion, they themselves are 
bound to perform them ; and for this plain 
reason, because the engagements, which have 
been made ih their names, are so greatly 
for their good. And we accordingly find, 
that the custotn universally prevails of taking 
on ourselves, at our confirmation, those vows, 
which were made by our sureties at our 


3 
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baptism. 

It now remains that I consider the Lord's 
supper. There is a difficulty in the cate- 
chism, with respect to this, which should 
not be passed over: we are told that the 
body and blood of Christ are * verily and 
& indeed taken, and received by the faith- 
« ful.“ This expression sounds like the 
doctrine of the Papists; that the words 
Which are said over the bread and vine by 


: * 255 convert chem into the real body 
and 
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nd blood of Christ! but this min is n. 
an u e of, e — 22 * 


to understand a. the - benefits of 
our Redeemer's death are truly received by 
the faithful believer and worthy commu- 
nicant alone. Of these benefits I have al- 
ready spoken, and weed they are so plainly 
expressed in the catechism, that it is unne- 
cessary to dwell on them; the strengthen- 
* ing and refreshing of our souls by the body 
' and blood of Christ, as our bodies are by 
the bread and wine. The subject is closed 
with a description of the requisites for the 
worthy partaking of this sacrament, which 
ae said to be, Examination of ourselves, 
whether we truly repent of our former 
© zins; a stedfast purpose to lead a new 
* life; a lively faith in God's mercy through 
Christ; a thankful remembrance of his 
* death; and a charitable, benevolent dis- 


* position towards all men,” 3 
F 3 Now 
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I. Nos these are but the ordinary duties of « 
Christian; and though perhaps no man per- 


be ought, yet, without aiming at the per- 


the sacrament; and if he. resolves not to try 


| the Sacrament,” —And it is for this reason that the * re. 


are not re-printed in this work, as the writer himself 
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forms them in the perfect manner in which 


formance of them, he is equally unfit for any 
other religious duty, as he is for receiving 


to make himself more u, he might as well 
east off all religion whatever. The subjeet 
is of the utmost importance; I must be 
exeused if, in dwelling on it a little, I repeat 
frequently the same arguments. Unhappy 
errors prevail to too great a degree with 
respect to this ceremony, to the very great 

* Arguments and persuasions to Ft commu- 
nion were enforced by the author from the pulpit, in 
many sermont: these, in His life-time, he took occa- 
on to throw tagether in a mall pamphlet, which he 
publizhed under the tithe; of , A Familiar Treatise a 


« peated arguments,” to which allusion is made above, 


hd given than to th OO Be IN 
pre- 
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prejudice of religion, and danger n of sR Mt: 


many well-dispoged persons. Mankind were 
in a fallen state, overwhelmed with igno- 
nance and wickedness, when Jesus Christ 
came down from heaven to teach and to save 
them, His whole life was passed in the 
ſormer of these employments, and he will- 
ingly encountered a most painful and ig- 
nominious death to compass the latter; It 
was just before he died, that he appointed 
to be observed, in perpetual remembrance 
of him, this participation of ' bread and 
vine: © This bread (says he) represents my 
© body; this wine represents my blood; 
when you eat and drink them, think of 
hat I have undergohe for you, and of the 
great advantages which you have guiried 
* by it? © Do this in remembrance of tie: 
Now there is nothing mysterious in this 
nothing more.” than what all may under- 
und: you are required to do à plain act, 


to shew your gratitude for the greatest in- 


F 4 stance 
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l. Stance of benevolence that ever was: do 
vou, or do you not, believe that Christ died 
| for us, and left us this command? If you 
do not, there's an end of the matter; but if 
you do, how can you stand excused in your 
oyn eyes for refusing to comply with his 80 
earnest request ? You will,not tell me it is 
too much trouble | what! to pass one hour 
in celebrating the goodness of that friend 
and Saviour, who spent all the hours of his 
life, and, lastly, sacrificed his life itself, in 
your Service! 

Besides, it is my "a to tel you that 
there is much reason to fear, that to those 
who will wilfully shut their eyes against what 
they dught to do in this particular, and 
absent themselves altogether from the Lord's 
table, all which he has done and suffered will 
have been in vain. 

But you are afraid, perhaps, you will say; 
the threats of St. Paul, which are again 

repeated in the communion service, terrify 


and 
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Lord's supper; and you therefore think it 
afer wholly to abstain from it! You are then 
solved still to continue in your sins; you are 
determined not to examine yourselves and 
repent; not to have hope in Christ, nor to be 
u charity with your brethren ;—for unless 
tis be the case, if you have but a desire to 
um to God, and a wish to be in charity with 
jour neighbour, with a firm purpose to en 
deavour both, you may with the greatest 
afety draw near unto. the Lord's table. The 
threats of St. Paul are principally directed 
gainst those to whom he writes, the Co- 
rinthians, on account of some irregularities, 
of which they had been guilty in celebrating 
this sacrament: as we celebrate it in a dif- 
ferent manner, the same irregularities are 
not now practicable ; therefore the apostle's 


tians of these days; and even to the Co- 
rinthians, 


threats scarce seem applicable to the Chris- 


ud alarm you: you cannot flatter yourselves 8 ERM. 


V. 


that you shall be worthy partakers of 1 
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SE RM. rinthians, the punishment denounced is not 
V. o great as we may suppose it. Thore is one 
word, which has been too strongly translated 
in our Testament; in the original, the sense 
of the word evidently is not * damnation,” 
but © condemnation.” For he who eateth 
« and drinketh umworthily, eateth and drink- 
« eth condemnation to himself; — and the 
word does not mean eternal, but temporal, con- 
demnation; does not mean punishment in the 
next, but correction in order to amendment 
in this world: the very next verse explains 


it. For this cause many among you are 
cc weak, and sickly, and some sleep. Now 
this certainly can only relate to punishment 
in this life. 2, 
Not that I would be understood, that you 
Should approach the altar with no preparation 
whatever, with no purposes at all of repent- 
ance and amendment; indeed, I think that is 
scarcely possible, but I would not have you 
think every little defect a sufficient reason 
CAU! to 


On the Catechism. 


be, if you persevere, that you will acquire 
new grace and strength; you will grow in ho- 
lness and virtue; what you now look upon 
dich terror, will become your delight; and 
fnally, having finished your earthly course, 
you shall, from partaking of the table of your 
Lord here on earth, be advanced to the en- 
jyment of his blessed society, in * man- 
$i0nS 1 his F . 
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to keep you away; I would persuade you to s ERM. 
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do what you can; and it may be, nay it will 
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SERMON VI. 


ON BAPTISM AND CONFIRMATION, 


Acrs xix. 
PART 07 THE 5TH AND GTH VERSES. 
They were baptized in the name. of the Lord 
Jesus; and when Paul had laid his hands 
upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them. 


| rxopose, in this discourse, to treat of SERM. 
| VI. 


tyo of the ceremonies of our church —bap- 


tm and confirmation : — they are closely 
connected together, the one being only a 
completion of the- other. Something, per- 
haps, I may advance, which may be de- 


*rving of the attention of you all; but I 
more 
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On Baptism and Confirmation, 


ERM. more particularly fequest chose to listen to 
VI. 


me, who are shortly to be * before the 
bishop. 

I shall begin by explaining to you, in the 
plainest words I can fix upon, how baptism 
came to be necessary; what the nature of it 


is; and what are the advantages which we i 


derive from it. | 
When our first- parent, Adam, was cre- 


| ated, he was (as you must remember) for- 


bidden to eat of the fruit of a certain tree 
which grew in the midst of the garden 
where he was placed; he was told, at the 
same time, that if he did eat of it, he 
should surely die. By death is meant, in 
this. place, extinction of being; it is the 
same as if God had said — In the day 
that thou transgressest my command, thou 
shalt lose that life which I have just con- 
ferred on thee! I mention this, because 
death, in the scriptures, sometimes means, 
at least is understood to- mean, eternal pu- 

nishment 
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isbment after death; but that, in my $SERME 


opinion, is not its meaning here. Well, 
vtwithstanding God's goodness to him, 
Adam, tempted: by the devil, having a bad 
cumple set him by his wife, and being 
eauced by his own passions, fell from his 
tedience.; he ate of the tree whereof it 
had been commanded him Thou shalt not 
at, Was the sentence, then, executed 
upon him immediately? — not immediately; 
but it was pronounced; —and the respite, 
which was granted him, can only be con- 
adered of the same nature as that 
zich passes between the condemnation 
ad execution of a criminal. Several pu- 
nshments, however, and pernicious effects 
of his crime, he instantly experienced; he 
beautiful garden in which he had been 
placed; the ground was cursed for his 
ke, and he was condemned to procure 
hs food from it with labour and sorrow; 

4 he 
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$ERM. he became mortal, and therefore zubj ject 
ss all the ill health, all the diseases, com- 


mon to mortality the first steps in vice 


being made, his heart was in a degree cor- 


rupted, and he became more liable to vice 
in future; and I think it -probable (for 
such is the usual consequence of guilt) 
that the powers of his understanding were 
considerably impaired. At length, the time 
arrived when he was to suffer his entire 
punishment; he died he laid down that 
existence, which, had he preserved his inno- 
cence, © would have been immortal ; — he 
ceased to be; and, according to strict jus- 
tice, he never. would have revived—there 
would have been an entire end of him. 
Now all mankind, being sprung from this 
Adam, share in the ill consequences 
of his disobedience ; they become liable 


to all the bad effects of his crime — and, 
among the rest, to death! Every one of 


us, like unto our first parent, after we 
| have 
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ure run our short race here on earth; sink 8E K M. 
nto the grave —moulder in the dust from . 
which we originally sprung and, but for 
God's boundless mercy, in that state should 
ye continue for ever. 

] will now tell you of the remedy which 
God has provided for this, which will bring 
ne to the immediate subject on * I pro- 
nised to treat. 

* As in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
« $hall all be made alive.” As by the trans- 


pression of Adam we lost happiness and 
immortality, by the perfect obediehce of 
Christ, even to the death upon the cross, 
we regain them; or, what ought to be the 
ume thing, we are put in a condition of 
regaining them, and cannot fail of them 
if it be not our own fault. As connected 


vith Adam, we all sink into the grave ;— 
s connected with Christ, we shall all, at 
a certain time, be raised again, To obtain 
this high privilege, it is necessary that we 

Vor. II. G take 
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Now this is done by baptism ; baptism is 


On Baptism and Confirmation. 
take Christ to he our master—that we be. 
come his fallowers that we are made one 
of that great body of which he is the head, 


the ceremony which was appointed by him- 
self for our admission into that society 
which he came to establish. The -mean- 
ing of baptism is washing, which may 
either be done, you know, by dipping the 
body into water, or by sprinkling water 
upon it —it is immaterial which, This is 
a proper and significant representation of 
what it is meant for, — namely, of that 
cleansing from the guilt of our first parent 
which is brought about in us, by taking 
Christ for our master. As water removes 
all foulness from the body, s0 becoming the 
servants of Christ removes all the foulness of 
sin (which had deprived us of the favour of 
God) from the soul. 

We become by baptism, as * catechism 


expresses it, members of Christ, children 
— of 
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of God, and inheritors of the kingdom of ERM. 


beaven. Members of Christ,“ i. e. we 
become united to him in a similar manner as 
the members of the body are to the head. 
Children of God,” i. e. we are again re- 
xored to God's favour, he looks on us again 
i his sons; our likeness to him, which had 
been much impaired by the fall of Adam, is 


'rextored, * Inheritors of the kingdom of 


« heaven,” that is, we gain a title of being 
uppy for ever both in body and soul: this 
had been lost by Adam's transgression, both 
fr himself and his posterity; had it not 
been for Christ, when we had died there 
would have been an entire end of us; through 
us means, if it be not our own fault, we 
tall not only rise again and be immortal, 
bu our immortality shall be accompanied 
ikewise by infinite happiness. You will ob- 
*rve that I put in the clause, if it be not 
our own fault; for there are certain con- 
tions on our part to be performed after 

62 baptism, 


= 


SERM. baptism, without which we shall not be en- 
VI. 
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titled to che privileges of it; nay, if we neg. 
leet these conditions, there is reason to be- 
heve that we shall be in a far worse state 
than if Christ had never come. Christ has 
procured immortality for all mankind, that 
is, eternal existence; but whether this eter- 
nal existence shall be happy or miserable, 
depends on themselves; by their own mis- 
conduct they may turn what was meant as 
the greatest of blessings into the greatest of 
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After the catechism has recited the pri- th 
vileges to which baptism gives us a claim, en 
it proceeds to set forth the conditions on po 
tha 
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ject 
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which we may secure them; and those con- 

ditions our god-fathers and god-mothers pro- 

mise in our name that we shall observe. 

They are three; first, that we should re- 

nounce what God forbids; secondly, that 

we should believe what he teaches ; thirdly, alt 

that we should do what he commands. Our BW St. 
, F god- 
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god-fathers and god-mothers promise, first, s E M. 
that we should renounce the devil and all XI. 
his works, the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the sinful lusts of the 
fleeh. We have reason from scripture to 
believe that there is an evil spirit called the 
devil, who being at enmity with God does 
all he can to counteract his gracious de- 
agns, and who is permitted to a certain de- 
gree to tempt to wickedness the sons of 
man. With this evil spirit, our sureties 
engage that we shall have no concerns; 
that we shall avoid or resist him. They 
engage, also, that we shall renounce the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world; 
that is, that we shall not be seduced by 
the attractive appearance of outward ob- 
jects to seek to obtain any unlawful power, 
dshonest profit, or any fobidden pleasure. 

They engage, also, that we shall renounce 
al the sinful lusts of the flesh: the apostle 
St, Paul will tell you what this means — 
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SERM. © Now the works of the flesh are maniſest 


VI. 


what is called the Apostle's Creed. The a 


te adulteries, fornication, uncleanness, ha. 
te tred, variance, wrath, strife, seditions, 
<« envyings, and such like e promise 
to renounce then whatever God forbid 
every sin of every kind, and having don 
| this, a way is opened for the performance 
of the other two promises made in our name; 
for to abhor and fly from whit is wrotg 
are the first steps towards doing what i 
right. It was engaged for vs then, secondh, 
that we should believe all the articles of the 
Christian faith. These are to be found a 
large in the Scriptures; in the scriptures B 
contained every thing which God teaches, th 
chief heads, however, are thrown together in 


Z 


thority on which our belief is claimed, is 
great, and the proofs, on which the objects d 
it are founded, are so strong, that, to thot 
who examine into the matter, there is no roon 


On Baptisn and Cunßrmatiom. 


| 1 
It was engaged for us, lastly, by our göd- SE RM. 


farhers and god-mothers, that we should 
keep God's holy will and "commandments, 
and walk in the same all the days of our 
te, | 
To these scriptures also, we must have 
recourse, to know what this will and these 
commandments are; and, when we know 
them, we shall find them 80 reasonable 
in themselves —s0 calculated to make us 
happy here—and 50 certain to Eonduct i 
to heaven, when we die—that we shall be 
convinced that we are deeply interested t6 
obey them. On the whole, then, the things 
promised for us are greatly for our own 
good, and tend, if we keep them, to malte 
u happy both here and hereafter. Hence, 
if we are rational beings, we become bound 
to perform them; and as, hitherto, - we 
have engaged to do 80 only by others, we 
become bound, likewise, when we come to 
years of discretion, to engage for. our- 

G 4 selves. 


On Baptism and Confirmation. 


SERM. gelves. Ahd surely it is adviseable that 
dis be done in a public manner, in the face 


of the world—that we may give a signal 
proof, to our friends and neighbours, that we 
are desirous to regulate our lives by the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

Now an opportunity is given you of 
doing this at the confirmations, which are 
held from time to time for that purpose; 
there you may openly profess, before one 
of the heads of our church, and before al 
those amongst whom you live, that you 
approve of the engagements entered into 
in your name, by your god-fathers and 
god-mothers ; — that you confirm. and 
take them upon yourselves ;—and that you 
will endeavour, as much as you possibly 
can, to maintain them. If, when you are 


at a proper age, you neglect this, you for- 


feit all the privileges which are procured 
by baptism since you plainly show that, 
if you had had a choice, you would not have 
, vj been 


5 & 


On Bepnm and Confirmation. 


Christ taught the absolute necessity of bap- 
tim, and ordered his apostles to go into the 
world, baptizing every one whom they con- 
yerted to Christianity. No doubt then can 
exist, whether we ought to be baptized or 
no and if so, no doubt can exist, whether 
we ought to be confirmed: — our baptism 
mas, on our parts, involuntary—it was per- 
ſormed by others; by confirmation alone, can 

we make it our own. | 
The first part of confirmation, then, is 
taking on ourselves the promise made in our 
name, by our sureties, at our baptism ; the 
xcond part is the having the bishop lay his 
hands on our heads, and pray over us that 
we may receive God's assistance in our endea- 
yours to keep them : in other words, that we 
may increase continually in the gifts of God's 
holy spirit. Lou remember that the scrip- 
ture informs you that the apostles used to lay 
their 
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been baptized otherwise, you would glady SERM. 
embrace the opportunity of © confirming? it. VI. 


On Baptiom and Confirmation, 


AM. their hands on the heads of those who had 


been baptized; and by that means cornitiini- 
cated to them what are called the gifts of 
the Holy Ghost; the most conspicuous of 
over whom the apostles thus prayed, were 
enabled to do various things above the poyer 
of human beings: we are not to suppose that 
this was the case with all; but the remaindet 
of them received, what was skill more valu- 
ble, such 4 portion of heavenly grace, that 
their ignorance was removed, tlieir heat 
purified, and they were put in 4 way, if they 
were not wanting to themselves, of attaining 
the kingdom of God. The successors of the 
apostles, that is, the heads bf the differen 
churches, have, T believe, in all ages, con- 
tinued this practice of praying over the bap- 
tized, that these last mentioned gifts of the 
Holy Spirit may descend upon them. The 
miraculous gifts are now no more, because 
Christianity can propagate itself wirhout them 

| — which 
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—which was the purpose for which 1 080 S ERM. 
intended ; bot rhe common gifts, though infe- . 


not in dufward ow, are, 6&1 dawn 
before; süperier in teal value. These gifts, 
ve have reason to hope, will be conferred 
upon us at our confirmation, provided that 
we take upon ourselves the promises made at 
our baptism, with that firm resolution of 
keeping them, which we ought to do. In 
order, then, to prepare yourselves properly 
ſor confirmation, you ought to endeavour to 
make yourselves masters of the meaning of 
those promises which you then take upon 
yourselves, and of those privileges which you 
then attain ; and you ought, like wise, to offer 
up your constant and ardent prayers to the 
Almighty—that he would so improve your 
understanding that you may perceive, in its 
full weight, the infinite importance of acting 
up to your proſessions; and that he would $0 
purify your hearts that, in spite of all temp- 
tations to the contrary, your behaviour may 

be 
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SERM. be regulated accordingly :==which, may God, 
ol his infinite mercy, grant —to whom, with 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be all honour, 
obedience, and thanksgiving, now and for 


ever. 1 


SERMON 


ON 


* 


SERMON VII. 


ON THE LITURGY, 


FIRST PART. 


1 CoRINTHIANS xiv. PART or v. 15. 


I will pray with the underſtanding allo. 


Warn we assemble together to offer up S ERM. 
our prayers and thanksgivings to the Al- III. 
mighty, we should be careful that it be not 
with our lips only, but with our hearts also, 

that we approach him; and, to this end, it 

s requisite that we comprehend thoroughly 

the words which we make use of; we may 

pray* with our mouth, without perceiving 

the meaning of what we are saying; but 

if we would pray with our heart, we must 


pray 
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On the Liturgy. 


sERM. pray with the understanding also. The 


composers of the Form of Prayer, which 


we use in our churches, have, under this 


conviction, and with this view, 4dapted our 
Liturgy to all capacities, and in general it 
is plain and intelligible; but as there ar 
particular parts of it, which may seem to 
Some rather obscure, and as there are 
others, which perhaps are not sufficiently 
attended to, I shall in this, and some sub- 
sequent discourses, enter at large into an 
explanation of it; and in doing this, I hal 
endeavour to free it from some objections 


which have been made to it. 


It is usual for every person, at his en- 
trance into the house of the Lord, to offer 
up to him some short preparatory addrew 
in private; this is both decent and pri 
dent; che subject of it should be alway 


to beg, that we may perform our following 


deyotions with attention, and that they map 
be accepted by our heavenly Father; the 
4 words 


/ ./ / ME co. 
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yords which we may choose to make use SERM, 
of are not material, but perhaps none are N. 


better than these: Let the words of my 
« mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
« be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my 
« strength and my redeemer !” 

But if it be necessary that all parts of 
our devotion should be performed with re- 
yerence and attention, it is more particu- 
larly necessary that this should be so, for 
rely it would be the height of absurdity 
to be then negligent and inattentive, when 
ve are offering up our petitions against it; 
if we make this preparatory address only 
a empty form, which it is to be feared too 
many do, what is it but a solemn mockery 
of the Almighty. 

The service opens with several detached 
Kitences from scripture, one or more of 
which the minister is directed to read: the 
purport of some of them is, to recom- 
nend confession of sins and repentance, 
6: and 


\ 

g6 On the Liturgy. 
'$ERM. and of others, to assure us, that if this 
conſession and this repentance are sincere, 
we shall save our souls alive. Now these 
are, with peculiar propriety, placed at the 
opening of our service; for, guilty cres. 
tures as we all are, confession of our guilt 
ought certainly to precede our supplics 
tions; we ought surely not to presume to 
ask for blessings, before we have, with 
unfeigned sorrow, acknowledged our trans- 
gressions, and asked forgiveness of them, 
The efficacy of repentance is also expedi- 
ently set before us at the beginning of our 
devotions, since, if we believe every sin to 


be irreparable, it would answer no purpox: 


to confess or to beg forgiveness ; all hope 
' would be precluded, and, consequently, il 
endeavour to obtain God's fayour would be 
discouraged. After the recital of one, c 
more, of these sentences, there follows 1 
exhortation, or piece of advice, from the 
minister to che congregation, grounded 
4 . upon 


On the. Litargy: 8 
of * Dearly, beloved brethren, “ which de- . 
notes. the zeal that the minister has, or 
ought to have, for the spiritual welfare of 
his flock, and the deference and attention 
which they, in their turn, ought to pay to 
what proceeds from him. © The scripture 
* moyeth - us in sundry places, to acknow- 
edge and confess our manifold sins and 
© wickedness, and that we should not dis- 
* emble nor cloke them before the face 
« of Almighty God, our heavenly father, 
* but confess them with an humble, lowly, 


PEERS SES ASST; 


n © penitent, and obedient heart.” The 
po meaning of this is evident; we are cer- 
dope uny commanded, in various places of the 
y, dl holy writings, to own our own misdoings ;. not 


to think that we shall be able to conceal 


— 
N 


„ or ſem from the Almighty God; and this 
vs an WY © ought to do with an humble, mortified, 
n the nd repentant sense of them, to the end 


«(as the exhortation sets forth) that we 
. i? H | « may 


4} 
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AM. my obtain forgiveness of the same; by 

dh infinite goodtiess and merey.“ We 

* * eonfess our sins in order to obtain remn- 

Sen of them. © If we conſess our win 

« Says St. John) God is faithful and jan 

<3 rg forgive us bur sins, and to eleanze u 

from all unrighteousness. But althouph 

we ought at all times to make this acknoy- 

ledgrment, we otight to do it, most chieth, 

when we are met together to give thanks 

tor the favdurs we have received; to cite 

brate the praises of our maker; to Rear hi 

holy word read to us; and to ak what 

ever is necessary both for our bodies and 

souls: this: being the case, the congregation 

are besought to àccompany the ininistes, 
With humble voices and sincere hearts, in 

the following general confession :—* A. 

* mighty and most merciful father, ne 

* "have. erred and strayed from thy ways 

re © like” lost keep; * A is in imitation 0 


Sas „ % „„ 


te we 


u wo, like sheep, dmve gont aftray, we SER. 
* have turhed every che to his own ways” ., 
dhepherd, we have wandered from whe 
paths of the Lord; we hive followed too 
mueh the deviees and desires of our own 

" Heahtsj*? we have given ourerloes co 
much ap to the .innate corruption of catr 

mature, à corruption which we were born 
with, and derived from dur first ancestur, 
but which, by the grace of God, we might, 
if ve had ende&oured it, have surmaunted. 
„We have left undone what we ought 00 
© have done; and we have done what we 
„ ought not to have done.” - Numberless 
Kt of piety and benevolence, which ic wes 
our duty to have performed, we have neg- 
kcted; numberless crimes, sina, and folkey, 
which we ought to have avoided, we have 
ommitted; and there is no heath in 
s;” ve are opiritwaliy $ick und indisposed, 
ud there is :no [$alutary principle remtiining 
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SERM. 


A 


1 


cCeonduce to our own salvatioh, and to the 


earnest desires that their petitions may be 
granted. After this conſession follows the 


that we may, for the time to come, lead 2 


On the Liturgy. 


in us, by which we can, of ourselves, turn 
unto God: but, notwithstanding this, now 
that we have thus, according to thy will, 
confessed our infirmities, do thou, O Lord, 


of: thy- great goodness, have mercy upon 


us; spare us, according to thy most gra- 
cious promises to them who confess their 
faults; spare us, good Lord, and grant, 0 
most merciful father, through the, me- 
rits, and for the sake of thy dear n, 


pious, juzt, and temperate life, such as may 


glory of thy holy name. At the conclu- 
sion, the people, besides having joined in 
it audibly, shall say Amen, which. signifies, 
it · is true; these are our real sentimentz, 
the word expressing their hearty concur- 
rence: with what has been said, and their 


r 
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und in this the people are not to- join, but SERM. 


merely to be silently attentive ; for: on this 
occasion the priest stands in the place of 
Christ's ambassador, and declares to the 
people the terms of God's reconciliation 
with them, on their faith in his word, -and 
on their "repentance and amendment. The 
objection to this : part of our service, as 
avouring of Popery, cannot with justice be 
maintained; for the absolution of the Ro- 
man Catholic priests is given in private, 
and to each individual, —whereas this is 
given in public, is conceived in general 
terms, and is perfectly agreeable to scrip- 
ture, there being conditions annexed to 
it; the minister declares to the congrega- 
tion God's forgiveness of their sins, but he 
exptessly limits it to those who are peni- 
tent, to those who truly repent and unfeign- 
ealy believe his holy gospel. The abso- 
lution concludes with an exhortation, that 
we should beseech God to grant us this 
H 3 true 


me service; but having already explained 


But that the transition may be the more 


| gregation and himself may be enabled by 
God to perſortn the office, to which they 
are proceeding, in a proper manner: Lord, 


Ow the Tmurgy. 


ERM. wue repentance, and, in order to it, the 


assistance of his holy spirit; that our pre- 


zent employment may be pleasing to him, 


and the rest of our life $6 pure and holy, tha 
2 
come to his eternal joy. | 
Next follows the. Lord's Prayer, which 
is repeated several times in the course of 


it in my diseourses on the Catechism, ] 
Shall not dwell upon it at present. And 
now, after. having all joined audibly in the 
Lord's Prayer, which has been. preceded by 
epnſession of eins, and by hearing the 
mercy. of God proclaimed an certain 
terms, we go on to the Palms, or to ce- 
lebrating the praises of tha Abnighty. 


« open 
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open thou our lips, and the people an- 
swer © That so they shall be able. to she 
« forth his praise. Phese words; are, from 
the fifty-first Psalm, which is one of thosa 
in which David, appressed by. the sense. of 
his guilt, dares not presume tg. sing the 
praises of God, before he had prepared him- 
elf for it by humiliation. and regentagce. 
The two following sentences ate likewise 
taken from the Psalms. O. God, make 
qpeed to save us: O Lord, make haste 
to help us;” and are aptly introduced on 
this occasion; for it is at all times reason- 
able to pray to God to save us from sin, 
and to help us in performing our duty; it 
is more particularly so, when we are about 
to perform. so exalted: an office as that of 
celebrating God's praises. All are now 
ordered. ta stand. up; we read, that when 
all. Israel stood: and we begin this good 
vork by the sum of all the, prajses- which 
| H 4 we 
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SERM. we can offer, comprehended in a few words, 


VII. 8 » ; 
so which we frequently afterwards retum: 


“ Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
« and to the Holy Ghost,“ as it was paid 
them by the earliest of created beings, angel 
and archangels, and the whole host of hea- 
ven; as it is now paid them by the same 
holy personages and beings, and by good 
and righteous men, and as it shall continue 
Still to be for ever and ever, world without 
end, to a length of time to which there shall 

be no period. | 
And now the l great subject, 
which we are to celebrate, being proposed, 
the minister calls on the people for the 
immediate performance of it. © Praise ye 
ce the Lord;” to which they are to answer 
with readiness and chearfulness, signifying 
their joyful concurrence with the propoxal, 
e The Lord's name be praised. We now 
proceed to the Psalms, which are divided 
into certain portions, and such a number 
of 
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On the Liturgy. 16; 
of them appointed to be read each day; 30 S ERM. 
that they all come over every month. In II. 
our morning service however, the ninety- 
fifth Psalm is commanded always to be read 
fit, and with singular propriety; it being a 
distinct invitation to the several duties of 
praise, prayer, and hearing the word, with an 
awful warning of the danger of negleeting 
God, drawn from his judgments on the dis- 
obedient Jews. * come, let us sing unto 
« the Lord, let us heartily rejoice in the 
« xtrength of our salvation; O come let us 
join together in praising our maker ; let us 
rejoice and be glad that such an all- powerful 
being is the guardian both of our present and 
future safety. © Let us come before his pre- 

« gence with thanksgivings; let us shew our- 
« &lves glad in him with psalms;” let us 
proach him with grateful thanks for his 
blessings; let us shew what joy we have in the 
contemplation of him by rapturous hymns; 
For the Lord is a great God, he is king 

above 


| 
| 
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| 
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* 
nu, „ abere I gods;” he is ungprakably.wpe- 


Vih 
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nor to all, who. have been called gods by the 


deraes, and in comparison with, him, the 


highest orders of archangels are less than 
nothing. In his hands are all the cor- 
e ners of the earth, and the strength of 


the hills is his also:“ his influence, his 


presence, extends to the most remote and 
inaacessible places, and there is none where 
he cannot save or destroy. The sea i 
e his, and he made it, and his hands prepared 
«. the dry land. O come then let us worship 
4 and fall down before the universal Father, 
4 far ho is the Lord our God, and we are the 
e people of his pasture andthe sheep of his 
4 hand,” —we depend. on him for the wupply 
both, of our bodily and spiritual food, and, 


notwithstanding his greatness, he graciously 


aministers to our wants, with as much ten- 
-dernesy as 4. Shepherd, to the wants of his 


finck, © To-day if ye will, hear his voice, 
« harden 
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« harden not your hearts as is the pravo- 


$ERM. 


« cation, and aa in the dap of weaptation in . 


« the wildervosa; be got obstinate and 
dizobedient a2 the chien of el were, 
when they wandered: forty yeary in the desert, 
munmurring and repiningy after having been 
50 miraculously brought out of Egypt by 
Moses; follow not their example, nar tempt 
and provoke God, as they did, but soſten 
your hearts, be religious and virtuous imme- 
dately, to-day, whilst it can be called to-day, 
lest you be hardened through the deceitfulness 
of sin. Hear the tremendous words of God 
himself, with regard to that rebellious crew. 
« I ware in my wrath that they should not 
« enter into my rest;” this was addressed 
to them in a temporal sense, and relates to 
their exclusion from the promised land of 
Canaan ; but be assured, that if ye imitate 
their wicked conduct, the threat will be ful- 
filed to you in a spiritual sense, and you will be 
eternally shut out from the kingdom of heaven. 

I After 


* 


108 On the Liturgy. 

SERM.- After the repetition of the doxology, which 

A is commanded to be again also repeated aft 
every psalm, we proceed to à certain portion 
of the Psalms, which are appointed for the 
particular day of the month; but, as it wil 
be necessary to say much on this subject, 
Shall reserve the farther prosecution of it » 
another opportunity. | 


SERMON 
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SERMON VIII. 


ON TRI LITURGY. 


SECOND PART. 


1 1 Co xiv. PART or v. 15. 


2 wil prog. with the understanding . 


Tas last time we met together, I men-SERM. 
tioned my intention of employing some III. 
discourses in explaining our church service, 
and I proceeded in this explanation as far 


a3, the Psalms. I observed that we begin 
our devotions by one or more detached sen- 


rences from scripture being recited, by the 


minister, in which conſession of sin is re- 
commended, and the efficacy of repentance 


xt forth. I took notice of the propriety of 
* -: 5; 3" m_ 
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SE RM. this; for, guilty ercatures as we all are, the 


owning our misdeeds ought certainly to pre. 
cede our petitions for favgurs and blessings 
and the assurance of pardon on repentance is 
ene set bofore us, te give that warmth, 
that faith to our supplications, which are 
essentially requisite to render them accept- 
hers Bn. 

After. these sentences follows an exhor. 
tation from the minister, grounded on 
them, with a call to the immediate perform- 
ance of the duty of confession of ins. 
Aſter the wonſegion follows the ubtohitidn 
in Which Wie winter Gechifes God's pur. 
den ef che People's erurssgresslons on cer 
tuin terms, on their Sorrow for what 4 
Past, ard *thisir Afnendment in future; this 
+bllawed by the prayer taught by our 88. 
Four HIS to Ris Aiseiples; uſter which, 
Raving first besdugit the Almighity to open 
"vir B38 that We may be (enabled property 
* age this Ppraises, We proceed to tit 
. Psalms, 
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Palms, to the 'celebtaxich of the ptaldes s E A. 
of 'the Lord. Thi duty, 1 ebséröed, ., 
opens by wie su bf al which we can __ 
colttprised in a Mort Wthphes*—* Glory be 
4 to the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost h“ as it was sung from dhe very be- 
ging of ele creation, $o it still Is, and 
aul Conti to be for ever aid ever, to 
a dtratich to Which chert shall be o period. 
And no "the ünspedlebblh great subject "of 
bir Spiritual songs being proposed, the - 
mütister invites the congregation to the 
infriediate perforimance of this Sublime duty : 
© prise ye the Lord; to which they fe- 
ply, with joyful concurfence in the proposal, 
Lat n ben | 
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directed to Begin wich the hin 
Palm, which is a Ubptifict invitation to the 
vera duties f prayer, praise, Hümülia- 
ton, and tlanksgiving; with a terrible in- 
itince of God's punĩthiment of the Tebeſlious 

0 Jews, 
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SERM. Jews, for the hardness of heart which. b 
Ur. caused their- neglect of them: « I. sware in m 
Ty my wrath that they should not enter into of 

| © ny eats” this . threat. was fulfilled with th 

| respect to them, in their exclusion from. Wi px 

6 5 che promised land of Canaan; but it wil I nc 

| | be fulfilled, with respect to us, in a higher bee 

| sense, if we follow their wicked example, cat 
| by our being shut out from the kingdom dd eith 
| heayen. We next go on to read certan der 

Psalms appointed for the particular day of WW fron 

| | | the month. Here I broke off in my lat WM vii 

| 2 

| part 

stab 
of the 
ad, 
Qureel 
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discourse, and it was at this place that Len- 
gaged to resume the subject, | * he fir 
and strict meaning of a psalm, is a song 
in praise of God; but in its more extended, 
sense, it signifies any song on a religious 
xbject;. ; . the greater part of those, which, 
are called. David 8 Psalms, are, strict) 
speaking, Psalms, that i is, they are spiritual 
songs, in which the wisdom, goodnes, 
| Power, Some other perfection of the 


51 * Deity 
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Deity, are celebrated; but yet there EY 
many on other subjects, where the praiges. 
of God make / only an incidental part: 
there are $0me., which, are called penitential 
palms, where the author confesses and la- 
ments - some wiekedness of which he has 
deen guilty z others, which contain impre- 
cations - or wishes of evil to some enemy, 
either of the writer himself or of God; 
there are some which pray for deliverance 
fom affliction, - some for pardon of sin; 
while there are others which may be called 
particularly the coming of Christ, and the 
etablichment of his Kingdom. Almost all 
of these we may, with great propriety, use, 
ud, in some manner or other, *pply * 
arzelves. We have. Altan n, voin i 
od praises—we have all of us * 
and lament—ye:; have allo of: u 
either spiritual: or bodilyr from: 
om we desire delivrrance and we. m, 
Vor. II. 1 of 


141. 


S ERM. of us, at one time or ether, labour under 


. afffictions from which we wish to be freed, 
The psalms, which contain imprecatiom 

or prophecies, cem to be exceptions ; but; 

as to the first, we may observe that they 

are directed against God's enemies, the 

wicked, and seem not so much to be 

Wishes as predietions of evil; as to the 
latter, when we read-them; we - may admire 

God's goodness in inspiring holy men w 

foretel such blessings to che human race; 
and we may rejoice in their -accomplih 

ment. These paalms are called David 
Psalms, decause the greater part ven 

composed by him: but there are many; 

which. were written by others: it is not 

now well known by whom they were col- 

leered ;. probabiy by different persons; and 

they were finally put into one book by 

captivity; and the ancient custom 0 
Aagiag. tem in- the temple: and synagog 


8 T _ =. 9 e 


of ( 
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vas restored by him: — this custom is still s E RM. 
0 observed by the Jews; it was like wise, in * 
mn WM thc earliest times, adopted by the Chris- 
u Wl tians, and has continued to this day: —the 

ey inging them has indeed been changed 

the for reading, not perhaps without some 

be WW los of devotion ; however, such is the 

e cuxtorn at present. We must be careful, 
nire 

to 

Ace; 

lab 

11 


in reading these psalms, to consider who 

t is that speaks, for the author does not 

dways speak in his own person; some- 

times the words are put into the mouth 

vid of God or Christ, sometimes they are 
vet eren to wicked men: but a moderate 
nany; Wil iegree of attention will enable us, in ge- 
neral, to distinguich this. The palms 
which we have in our Prayer-Book, are 
translated from the same original as those 
In the Bible; the words are somewhat 
lfferent, but the sense you will find to be, 
n general, the same: the translation in 
be Prayer-Book was made in older times 
12 than 
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SEIN. 


VIII. 
WY WY 


divided into different portions, one of 


were used to it, it was not thought ad- 
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than that in the Bible; and, as the people 


viseable to change it, though perhaps that 
in the Bible is in some respects better.— 
I observed to you that these psalms are 


which is directed to be read every dy, 
so that they will all come over even 
month; — however, on some . particular 
fasts and festivals, particular Psalms, n 
plicable to the occasion, have been . 
lectet. «| 
Na chlo. enhiecr bes adeatt x | 
that the book of Psalms is an exhaustibk 
treasure of every branch of piety, prayer, il the 
praise, humiliation, and thanksgiving ;= tee 
and, therefore, a more constant use of it, * 
than of other parts of the scripture, Þ 
very properly enjoined in our Form d 

Prayer. 
As we an ahh i of an 
and then proceeded to setting forth God 
; mo 


On the Liturgy. 


most worthy praise, —we now go oh toSERM, 


hear his most holy world, the minister 
being directed to read select portions from 
the Old and New Testament. It was 
always esteemed a solemn part of divine 
worship among God's people, the Jews, 
to read in their assemblies his word; they 
were positively commanded to do it. — 
« When all Israel is come to appear be- 
« fore the Lord thy. God, in the place 
« which he shall choose, thou shalt read 
this law before all Israel in their hear- 
« ing.” 3 . "44:0 
It was a custom with the Jews to read 
the © Law for the first lesson, that is, the 
five books of Moses, called the Pentateuch ; 
and the Prophets for the second. We 
Christians, - who have the New Testament 
in addition to the Old, take our first lesson 
from the law and prophets together, that 
is from the whole Jewish scriptures, and 
dur second lesson from the New Testa- 
13 rent, 


SER M. ment, which contains four histories of the 
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life of our Saviour, written by four dif. 
ferent persons, and likewise the epistles 
or letters of some of his most eminent fol. 
lowers. | 
Where there is church every day in the 
week, the Old Testament, with some ex- 
ceptions of repetitions and less useful ot 
more difficult parts, is, the whole of it, 
read over once every year, and the New 
Testament three times. The books of 
both Testaments are read in the game 
order in which they stand, except that, in 
the Old, the prophet Isaiah (who foretels, 
in the fullest manner, the coming cf 
Christ) is read immediately before Christ- 
mas-Day, the day of Christ's birth; and, 
in the New, the Gospels are read in the 
morning, and the Epistles in the after- 
noon, I should observe however that, ex- 
cepting two or three chapters, the book of 


SF 8 


Revelations is never read in public, as l I the F 


15 
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che is very difficult to be understood, and fit only s E MM. 
lf. for the private tuly of chose who are quali- IL 
tles fied for it. | 
ſol- must pause here, earnestly to recom- 
mend to you, to be seriously attentive 
the while the word of God is reading; it al- 
ways speaks on the most important sub- 
jects; and, though it may not be always 
ey to understand every part of it, yet 
the difficulty will lessen by attention, and 
wme good may always be drawn from 
particular parts, though now and then the 
portion appointed to be read may not, in 
general, be intelligible to the unlearned.— 
But let me hope that you will not contem 
yourselves with what is read to you of 
God's word in public, but employ: yo 
elves frequently in either reading, or 
listening to others reading it in private. 
;, ex- il k used to be a custom, in every family; 
ok al w pass much of the Sabbath in reading 
as x he Bible, and I trust the same custom re» 
I 14 mains 
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vIII. 
A 
to the afflicted, and reproof to the iniqui- 
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SERM. 2 in many, yet; no employment ea 


be more profitable; it will give consolation 


tous —it will give faith to the unbeliever, 
and increase the godliness of the sober- 
minded: I entreat you, therefore, to make 
yourselves well acquainted with this  moxt 
valuable of all books; it will prove your 
surest protection from the assaults of the 
devil, and best preservative from the prac- 
tice of habitual wickedness. You may, 


occasionally, fall into temptations, and even 


yield to them—but, if you are constant in 
reading the Bible, it will be almost impos- 
sible for you not to leave 1 
Sumptuously. 

Its precepts will so open your hearts to 
a sense of what is right — its promises of 
everlasting glory will so excite your 
hopes —— its threatenings of everlasting 


- misery will so alarm your fears that 


. Se be quite abandoned of God, and 
given 
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an given over to a reprobate mind, if it does 8E RM. 
on not arouse you to piety and virtue. — 
ui- I should now proceed to a consideration 
er, of the hymns which follow each of the 
lessons, but this I must defer to a future 


opportunity. 


SERMON © 
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SERMON IX. 


ON THE LITURGY, 


— —  _ 


THIRD PART. 


———ñ 
1 CoRmTHIANS xiv. PART or v. IS. 


1 will pray with the understanding also. 


|; my last discourse on this subject, I pro- 8 ERNI. 
ceeded in my explanation of our church IX. 
zervice, as far as those hymns which are 
repeated after each of the lessons; and it 
was there that I engaged to resume it. 
These hymns or palms are, with much 
propriety, intermixed with hearing the 
word of God, cach promoting the benefit 
which we receive from the other ; thus, 
the hearing the word is apt to excite in us 
grati- 
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SERM. gratitude and thankfulness 3s, which we hey 


forth in celebrating our Maker's praise, 
and this latter again will dispose us to 
listen with a greater degree of attention 
and delight to the word. There are two 
hymns which follow each lesson, both in 
morning and afternoon, and it is left to 
the minister's choice which he will read; 
but as the custom, in general, is to read 
the sanie particular one, I shall not dwel 
upon the others. Of the four which ar 
used, the three latter are taken from scrip- 
ture; that which follows the first lesson 
in the morning is not so, but it is recom- 
mended to us, both by the length of time 
which it has been used in the Christin 
church, and by its own intrinsic excellence. 
Ir is called Te Deum, from the two fr 
words of it in Latin, which was the lan- 
guage it was originally written in. We 
e praise thee, O God, we acknowledge 
< thee to be the Lord;” we confess 

: | that 
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that thou art the Supreme sovereign of SERM. 
the universe... All the earth doth. vor- . 
« ghip thee, the Father. eyerlasting ;''— 
there is no corner of the globe so barba- 
us, there has been no age so rude, but 
that devotions have been offered to thee, 
the common father of all, from all eter- 
nity. But not only do the human race 
worship thee, the angels also, the heavens 
and all the powers that are therein, cheru- 
bim and seraphim (two different orders of 
celestial beings) celebrate without ceasing 
thy praises, evermore crying, Holy, holy, 

% holy, Lord God of sabaoth, heaven and 

« earth are full of the majesty of thy 

« glory.” This exclamation is copied from 
the sixth chapter and the third verse of 
kaiah, where the prophet represents the 
xraphims, whom he saw in a vision, stand- 
ing before the throne of the Lord, continu- 
aly crying to each other, Holy, holy, 

* holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth 


« js 
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nN. „is füll of his glory. I'shonld observe to 


. you here, that the word sabaoth is che He- 


brew word for hosts, and that it docs not 
mean the Sabbath day, as perhaps it is ge- 
nerally thought, for though the two words 
are alike in sound, they are very different 
- The Almighty is frequently called by 
this name in the scriptures, God of sabaoth, 
or Lord of hosts or armies; and it signifes 
the sovereign of angels, archangels, and all 
the heavenly powers; of stars, planets, and 
al the various worlds which make up the 
universe; of good and virtuous men, whether 
before or since the times of Christianity; all 
these make up the army of the Lord, of 
which he is general and commander. The 
« glorious company of the apostles praise 
ce thee; the goodly fellowship of the pro- 
<< phets praise thee ; the noble army of mar- 


„ tyrs (those who laid down their lives for 


* thy sake) praise thee.” 


All 


9 All tliese illustrious personages, as it EKM. 
x mas their employment and delight white . 
K en earth; in defiance of alf dangers and 
e. ufferings, to assert thy gloty and to per- 
„ WI frm d vill; 50 is it (now that they are 
at ted from: their: labours: and sorrows) their 
ligbest happiness to hymn thy owe 
Thy church, likewise, ' throughout all the 
world, is incessantiy procläiming and cele- 
bing thee, the Father of an infinite ma- 
jesty; and wich thee; Jesus Chtist, thine! 
honourable; ' true, and only” Son and the 
other, the third person in the ever blessed 
Trinity, the Holy Ghost, dur comforter, 
ntructor, and supporter. We then re- 
um again to the praises of our redeemer : 
„Thou art the king of glory, O Christ; 
thou art the everlasting son of the fa- 

* ther:” — thou wast the son of the Al- 
mighty from all eternity. When thou 
© tookest upon thee | to” deliver man“ 
when thou undertookest to come down upon 
All 3 | | carth, 
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SERM. earth, to free the human race from sin and 
2 the punishment due to it, ** thou didat no 
« abhor, the, Virgin's wombz”-——thou di 
When thou hadst overcome the , sharpnes 
of death, by. willingly,.;chysel, submitting 
to it, chou tookest from it its chief ting, 
by opening widely the kingdom of heaven 
to all true believers. Thou art now exaked 
to the right hand of .God, where thou sittest 
partaker of the, father's glory, whence, 
we are convinced, that thou wilt descend, 
at the last day, to be our judge. On which 
account, we pray thee, assist thy servants 
in their passage through this sinful world, 
those Servants to whom thou hast sheyn 50 
much love, as to redeem them with thy 
most precious blood: take them into the 
number of those saints, who sit with thee 
in everlasting glory. © O Lord, save thy 
5 people, and bless thine heritage; bless 
those whom the father hath given thee, 

| whom 


4 
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whom indeed thyself purchased with thy 
life. * Govern them and lift them up for 
ever, — and evermore support them. 
« Day by day we magnify thee ;”—we pay 
all honour to thy perfections, and let us 
take care that we may with truth affirm 
this. And we perpetually pay our devo- 
tions to thy holy name; vouchsafe there- 
fore, condescend this day, to watch over us 
ad keep us free from sin. © O Lord, have 
© mercy upon us, have mercy upon us; O 
« Lord, let thy mercy lighten, or fall, upon 
« us, as our Whole trust and confidence is 
„in thee, O Lord, in thee have I trusted, 
et me never be confounded, and subdued 
« by my spiritual enemies.“ 
The second lesson being n we recite 
the hundredth Psalm, which seems to come 
with peculiar propriety, after listening to a 
portion from the gospels. It particularly 
relates to the gospel times, as appears from 
is inviting all lands, or nations, to rejoice in 

Vox. II. K the 
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SERM. the Lord, and to come before his presence 


with songs, as it declares that we are all 
equally his people, and the sheep of his 
| pasture. Now follows the Apostles“ Creed, 
called by the name of the Apoxtles, not 
from any well-grounded pretensions which 
it has to have been drawn up by them, but 
from its containing a brief enumeration of 
the important doctrines which they deli- 
vered. It is called Creed, from the firs 
word of it in Latin, Credo, signifying *1 
believe... | 

As I explained each separate article of 
it in my. discourses on the Catechism, | 
Shall not at present dwell' upon it, but 
merely observe, that the reason of our 
being ordered to repeat it is, that we may 
fix the more deeply in our minds the 
truths which are necessary to be believed, 
in order to our eternal happiness, and that 
ve may bear open testimony of our agree- 
ing together in the unity of the faith. 
| | Aſter 
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and the people betake themselves to prayer, 
first, mutually interceding with God for 
each other, that they may be enabled to 
offer him an acceptable sacrifice; such is 
the meaning of © The Lord be with you,” 
and the reply of the ER « And 
« with thy spirit.“ 

Having thus mutually prepared each 
other for the following service, which 
consists wholly of petitions, they begin 
them with short sentences: Lord have 
* mercy upon us; Christ have mercy upon 
«us;” to which is subjoined the Lord's 
Prayer, If there are any, who take of- 
fence at this prayer being repeated so often, 
let them remember that it was Jesus 
Curist himself who was the author of it; 
and though we. are cautioned against 
wing. vain repetitions in our prayers, yet, 
zorce- ¶ U repetitions cannot be vain, since our 
faith. WJ Szviour is described, in the twenty-sixth 
After Wl K 2 chapter 


After this solemn profession, the minister SE RM. 
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SERM. chapter of St. Matthew, begging God to 


2 
temove the cup from him three times, l 
and in the very same words. The mini- U 
ster now stands up, and he, together with 1 
the people, offers up in short terms the in 
heads of what they afterwards, in the fol. W 
lowing prayers, ask for more at length; Wi © 

ob 
are 


this may be perceived by any one, who 

will compare them together; the hor 
sentences are $0 plain as to require no ex- ed 
planation. The collects are then directed I me 
to follow; they are called collects, either {if 
from- their having collected in them much 

good matter, or from their being repeated il *"8 
when the people are collected, or assembled des 
together: and the first of these collects is | Aft 
that for the day. There are collects ap- dend 
pointed for the celebration of the pris · I | 
cipal parts of Christ's History; for in- 
Stance, à collect ſor his birth, for his death, 
resurrection, and ascension; there art 
likewise- collects -to bring to our mind 


s ADF 


either 


On the Liturg). 133 


and to pray that we may imitate, the holy ERNI. 


lives and deaths of his chief - followers. Is 
But, besides these, there are collects like- 
wise appointed for each Sunday and week 
in the year; and the intention I suppose 
was, that we might at different times pray 
for different Christian endowments, and so 
obtain all which is needful for - us. - These 
are the whole of the variable collects, the 
others are fixed. Of the two, which im- 
mediately follow in the morning, the first 
is for peace, which is a comprehensive 
word in this place for all temporal bles- 
ings, and the second for grace, which is 
meant to comprise all spiritual blessings. 
After these two collects, on Sundays, Wed- 
nexdays, and Fridays, the Litany is directed 
to follow; but, as this was originally 
meant for a distinct office, I shall take 


mother opportunity of explaining it, and 


proceed now with the other parts of the 


xrvice, Having put up the above-men- 
K 3 tioned 


* 
ͤ—ũꝓ Ed. . 


$SERM. tioned prayers for ourselves, we now be. 
according to the apostle's injunctions, for 


know not that there is any difficulty ; th 


is very properly subjoined, from the inte- 


them be called to the throne, and as the 


is, for bishops and all the inferior clergy, 


— — —— —— — — ——— ——— —  —— —— —— 
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gin our intercessions for others; and fint, 
the king as supreme. In this prayer, | 


word replenish*” means to fill; and the 
word wealth“ means prosperity “ Grat 
ce him in health and wealth long to live, — 
grant him to live long in health and pros 
perity. The prayer for the royal famih 


rest which the people have in them; bod 
as in their turns they may one or more of 


conduct of persons, in such a conspicuou 
situation, is likely deeply to affect th 
national manners, Our temporal supe- 
riors being thus prayed for, we next put 
up our petitions for our spiritual guides 
and for all congregations committed to 
their charge, for bishops and curates, that 


and 
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and all people under their superintendance. s KRM. 


We next pray, during the sitting of par- 
lament, for God's blessing on its consul- 


tations, which is peculiarly proper, the 


happiness of the nation entirely depending, 
under God, on the wisdom of its measures. 
And now having gone through our prayers: 


for particular persons, we subjoin one for 


al mankind in general, and more especi- 


dy for the members of the Christian 


Church, that they may . profess the same 


faith, that they may live in peace with 
each other, and may lead religious. and 
virtuous lives. In the- same prayer, like- 
wie, we intercede for the sick, and those. 
who are any otherwise. afflicted or distres-. 
ﬆd, and, at his desire, for any particular 
individual who may be in such a situation; 
nd here let me observe, that it is bath 
decent and necessary, that whoever receives 
denefit, after having besought the prayers 
of the congregation, should, at his first 
5 K 4 coming 
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SERM. coming to church, on his recovery, re- 
| = quest the same congregation to join with 


him in giving thanks; otherwise, he zub- 
jects himself to our Saviour 's reproach to 
the lepers, who, when he had healed ten 
of them, ' and only one returned to thank 
him, said, Were there not ten cleaned, 
« but where are the nine?” Aſter this 
follows the general thanksgiving, in which 
we testify our gratitude to God, for all 
the instances of his loving kindness to us, 
and more especially for his having con- 
descended to redeem us, by giving his 
only Son to die for us; and we humbly 
entreat him, that we may not only with 
our lips, by empty words, but in our 
tives, by our deeds abo, shew the sense 
which we entertain of his kindness. Last, 
comes a prayer taken from the Lirurgy of 
Saint Chrysostom, one of the most cele- 
drated fathers of the Christian church; 
in it we ascribe to Ged the grace which 

- | has 
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has prompted us to meet together, to put s E RM. 
IX. 


up our petitions to him; we encourage our- 


elves with Christ's promise, that when two 
or three are gathered together, he is among 
them ; all our desires, however, we submit 
to him, asking only that he will grant such ay” 
may be expedient for us, such as may be for 
our real advantage, among which we may 
peak with confidence of two particulars— — 
knowledge of his truth, and life everlasting. 
Finally, we close with St. Paul's farewell to 
the Corinthians; praying that the favour of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the residence of the Holy Ghost, may be 


always amongst us. 
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SERMON X. 


ON THE LITURGY, 


—S 


FOURTH PART. 


1 CORINTHIANS xiv. PART OF v. 15. 


I will pray with the understanding also. 


I SHOULD now, if I proceeded regularly in SERM. 


this subject, take into consideration those 
parts of our evening service, which differ 
from the morning, and after that explain 
to you the Litany; but as the celebration 
of the Lord's supper is approaching, I 
rather choose to postpone these for the pre- 
Sent, and beg your attention, while I dis- 
course on our communion service. It is 
called the communion service, because, in 

a part 
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a part of it, we partake together of the 8. 
crament of Christ's body and blood, the 
meaning of the word © communion” being 


« a partaking together.“ The beginning 
of it, which we use, when we do not cele- 


brate the Lord's supper, goes by the same 


name. It opens with the Lord's Prayer, 
which appears peculiarly proper, when ve 
are entering on so solemn an office. Aſter 
this follows an old and excellent collect, in 
which we pray to God, to whom the hearts 
of all men are open, and their desires, their 
imaginations, and their wishes, known—to 
cleanse, to purify, to make virtuous, the 
thoughts of ours, by the inspiration of his 
holy spirit, that is, by breathing into us 
such good dispositions, that we may, as per- 
fectly as human nature will permit, love 
him, and worthily magnify his holy name; 


fitly, properly, both in our conversations 
and our lives, shew the sense that we en- 


tertain of his goodness. The ten com- 
mand- 


FARA 
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mandments, which were delivered by God to sE RM. 


Moses, for the use of the Jews, and which, 
from their great excellence, are binding on 
Christians also, are now recited by the mi- 
nister; the people, between each of them, 
on their knees, begging mercy of God for 
those of them which they may have trans- 
gressed, and beseeching him to incline their 
hearts to obey them more perfectly in 
future, 

After them follows a prayer for the 
king; it#being his authority, which is one 
great support of these commandments, and 
they again contributing, by their influence 
on the conduct of men, to support his au- 
thority. 

In this prayer we beseech of God so to 
rule the king's heart, that he, from being 
snible that he is God's minister, or ser- 
vant, may make it his first study to pro- 
mote God's glory, which he cannot more 
effectually do, than by enforcing the ob- 


6 | zervance 


On the Liturgy. 


SERM. servance of the above ten commendments, 


and himself setting an example of it in his 
own behaviour; we petition, likewise, that 
we, and all his other subjects, duly consi- 
dering, remembering as we ought, that his 
authority is derived from God, that is, 
that he reigns by God's permission, may 
faithfully serve, honour, and obey him, in 
God, and for God, according to his blessed 
word and ordinance, that is, in obedience to 
God's commands in scripture, such as,— 
* Honour the king; let every soul be sub- 
“ ject to the higher powers, and other 
texts of this tenor. We now repeat again 
the collect for the day, and after it the mi- 
nister reads two portions of scripture, usu- 
ally from the New Testament, the first 
taken generally from the epistles, the lat- 
ter always from the gospels; the collect, 
for the most part, relates to these portions 
- from scripture, and. entreats of God to 
grant us some Christian grace, which is 
hn 8 incul- 


inculcated in them, or may be drawn from s EMM. 


them. Though there is no particular di- 
rection for it at present, it is said always to 
have been the custom ſor the people to 
stand up at the reading of the gospel, and 
likewise to make the exclamation at the 
beginning, —* Glory be to thee, O Lord ;” 
this latter, indeed, was in some of the 
very early English Prayer Books, but was 
afterwards omitted, for what reason I know 
not; but the custom, with great propriety, 
has been kept up; for surely the gift of 
the gospel, the gift of God's only son, to 
instruct and to save us, is what, above all 
other instances of his goodness, calls on 
us to unite in gloriſying him. If we ex- 
amine these portions of scripture, called 
Gospels (as being taken from the four Lives 
of our Saviour, which go by that name) 
ve Shall find that, beginning from the Ad- 
ent, or near approach of the coming of 
Jesus Christ, they give us, in the setting 

3 | out 
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SER RM. out of them, the principal parts of his his 


tory, as far as his ascension, or leaving of 
the earth, and being taken into heaven, and 
after that, in the succeeding parts, they give 
us instructions 2 heads of our 
own duty. 

We now repeat another creed, which wa 
drawn up fourteen hundred years ago, by 
an assembly of all the most eminent 
Christian clergy in the world, at the city of 
Niece, and called from thence the Nicene 
Creed; on this I shall not dwell, as the 
parts of it which differ from the Apostles 
Creed, are not many, and those, I think, 
not important for you minutely to con- 
sider; a belief in those parts of it, which 
are the same with the Apostles“ Creed, 
is all which is necessary, and that I have 
explained in my lectures. on the cate- 
chiem, With this creed the common 
church service usually concludes, and the 


remainder of the office is read only when 
| the 


the 
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the Lord's supper is celebrated. This $E RM, 
more solemn part of the office opens wich . 
* 
detached sentences from scripture, being 
read by the minister, exhorting the congre- 
forth their merit and value in the sight of 
God; in the mean time a gathering. of 
ams, from such as are able to contribute, 
is made; and this is a time, surely, when, 
aboye all others, it behoves men to shew 
their love to their distressed brethren, 
when they are about to commemorate their 
ding Saviour's excessive love to them- 
xlves. Some of these sentences you will 
ind exhorting you to contribute to the mi- 
nister, it having formerly been a custom to 
make offerings to him at this time; but 
that custom being done with, we do not 
do read them. After this we pray for 
e whole estate of Christ's church mili- 
ant here on earth, that js, for all Chris- 
tans, of whatever sect, who are carrying 
Yor. II. | L on, 


SERM. on, as it were, 2 war with the world, the 
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flesh and the devil, for that is the meaning 
of '-© militant ; — fighting, contending with, 
This very comprehensive prayer is $0 plain, 
as to require no explanation. Now follom 
an exhortation from the minister to the 
communicants, which, as it has been much 
misunderstood, there is reason to lament WW t 
that it has been drawn up in such strog WW not 
terms; it having deterred, it is to be feared WW i 
too many, even of well- disposed persam N om 
from doing an indispensable part of - ther 


P 
duty. The phrases of © being guilty of te cr. 
body and blood of Christ, and of eating li b. 
and drinking your own damnation, of th 


drawn from the xith chapter of St. Pau alen 
first epistle to the Corinthians, which 18 
endeavour to explain to you. The aposti 
had been told that the Corinthians, in cele 
brating the Lord's supper, did not discert 
the Lord's body, that is, that they made nWhreen 
difference between this festival, which ha 
1 | bee 


been appointed by Christ, and a common 8 ERNI. 


the 

ning WY meal; they began without waiting for each . 
with, WY other ; nay, some of them even carried 

lain, WY their irreverence $0 far as to be drunken, 

Nom BY while others were not able to get any thing. 

tie This, the apostle tells them, was not to ce. 


moch tbrate the Lord's supper, for it was entirely 
en w mistake its nature and design; it was 
ztrong I not meant for people to satisfy their hunger 
feared, WW it; that might be done at home, at their 


om houses; but it was meant to keep up 
4 perpetual remembrance of the death of 
Christ, of his body which was broken, and 
lis blood which was poured out for our sakes: 
these the bread and wine are signs and 
nens, and we are to eat and drink them 


Ia reverence and gratitude, making & 
apostiſſſäßerence between this and common meals, 
n cele ud reflecting with sincere thankfulness on 
discenſſſte amazing act; of kindness which it re- 
nade sent. Now this the Corinthians did 
ich ha, for ther behaved just as: they did at 

bee L 2 their 


SER M. their common meetings, which, St. Pal 
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b. 
says, is to receive the sacrament unworthi, be 

and those who do so, are guilty of the bo) ® 

and blood of the Lord; that is, they a WW ©" 

guilty of mis-prising, of irreverently tres it 

ing them; and they, therefore, eat and din 

their own judgment or condemnation (nt 

damnation) and the meaning of it is, th 

their irreverence draws on them God's dv. 

pleasure, which he shews, not in damning 

them to all eternity (for this crime, as well 

"others, is an object of pardon, if repente 
of) but in visiting them with sickness . 

weakness, and some of them, who are incor 

Now, surely, there is no danger that a 

should be guilty of this fault of the C 
rinthians; we well know, when we recen 

the sacrament, that it is not a comme 

meal of which we partake ; we shall disce 
the Lord's body; we shall perceive ti 
it is in - remembrance of its having bee 
| broke 


Paul 
W been poured out, that we eat the bread * 
boh ard drink the wine, and, if we have any F 


gratitude in our nature, we cannot but feel 
it on the occasion. I do not know that a 
man's sinning, after he has partaken of 
the Lord's supper, puts him in a worse 
ate than if he had not partaken of it, 
1 kast, 4 am sure, it does not render his 
in unpardonable. St. Peter, you remem- 
ber, was present when Christ presided at 
t himself, and immediately after denied 
lis master thrice, and yet we do not find but 
that on repentance, he met with forgive- 
ness: in like manner, we, if we repent, 
thall be pardoned for any faults we may 
have committed, though we receive the sa- 
crament ever so often, If, indeed, we are 


conscious that we are sinners, and are not 
t all sorry. for our sins, and if we are deter- 
tuned never to try to be better, I know not 
en what to say; it does not then perhaps 


broken for us, and of his blood having s E RM. 
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s AM. $ignify what we do: — but only consider 


her u tate this is for a man to be in 


he is, as it were, à candidate for etermil 
condemnation, he has voluntarily resigned 
himself, even without an effort; to ever. 
lasting misery | Think not that I am talk. 
ing to you either what is fabulous or very 
distant; I speak the words of truth and 30. 
berness; I speak of what is near, even 1 
our doors! We may be called on imme- 
diately to answer for our neglect of Gods 
commands, but we know that we $hall cer- 
tainly be called on before many years. ar 
over, and then our final condition is irrevo- 
cably fixed. But let me proceed with the 
explanation of the service. 

After setting forth in terms, I think, too 
strong (because they are the occasions of 
mistakes) the danger of receiving the 5- 

© crament unworthily, the exhortation goes 
on to point out how we may receive it 
worthily ; this is to be done by $elf-exami- 

pation 
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nation, or rather, I think, by recollection, 8 E RM. 
by fixing strongly in our minds the action X. 
we are about to perform, by a thorough be- 
lef in Christ, by a firm purpose of amend- 
ment of life ; by a friendly disposition to- 
wards all men; and lastly, above all, by 
thankfulness to heaven for our redemption, 
The minister -then calls on the people to 
draw near and perform. this sacred act, and 
first, as preparatory to it, to make confession 
of their sins. | | 
We must consider this confession (as 
indeed every other part of the service) 
before we come to it, and endeavour ta 
vork up our minds to the feelings it ex- 
presses; some of the terms in it are strong, 
zuch as—“ The burden of our sins is in- 
© tolerable to us —which perhaps few can 
day in its full extent; but this proceeds from 
want of reflection in too many of us, who 
e u have reason enough to be weighed down 
ami- under the sense of our sins: and indeed, were 
tion, L4 ir 
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SERM. it not for Christ's death, which we are met the 
* 80 commemorate, this would be the case with acl 


all; so that it may mean the burden of them, 
if we had none but ourselves to support them, 
would be intolerable. 

This confession being ended, the minister 
(himself one of the sinners) stands up—and, 
beginning with a declaration of the terms on 
which God has promised forgiveness (which 
are repentance and faith) he prays God to 
deliver the congregation from all their $ins, 
to strengthen them in all goodness—and, 
finally, to bring them to everlasting life, 
He then confirms this declaration of pardon; 
chews his authority for it, in four detached 
sentences from Scripture, spoken by our 
Lord, and his apostles St. Paul and St. John. 
He then calls on the people to lift up their 
hearts, with gratitude and © devotion, to 
heaven—to which they signify their concur- 

, rence—© We will lift them up unto the 
“ Lord to which follows an invitation to 
: the 
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the giving of thanks and the congregation's $ERM. 


acknowledgement of its propriety—< It is 
meet and right so to do.” 

The minister, taking up these last words 
and sentiment from the mouth of the people, 
repeats them (with the addition of a preface 
on particular days) and declares the union of 
men, and more particularly of those then 
present with angels and arch-angels in the 
zublime employments of thankfulness and 
devotion. Being approached now very nearly 
to the performance of the most solemn part, 
the minister declares, in the name of the 
people, the grounds on which we approach 
God's holy altar ;—that it is not trusting in 
our own merits, but in his manifold and 
great mercies; and he beseeches God to 
grant that the blessed effects of being cleansed 
from sin, and of an union with Christ, may 
be the consequences of it. Now follows the 
consecration of the Elements; or, in other 
words, the priest, relating the history of 
Ang a Christ's 
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SERM, Christ's institution of the Lord's supper, setz 
- X- apart a particular quantity of bread and wine 


as signs, tokens, or representations, of the 
body and blood of Christ, These, after re- 
ceiving them himself, he. delivers to the 
people, with a solemn prayer that they may 


answer the purpose which God and Christ 


graciously intended that they may preserve 
the bodies and souls of those who receive 
them, unto everlasting life; — and, at the 
same time, he calls on the person receiving, 
for reflection, faith, and thankfulness. 

All having communicated, we again re- 
peat the Lord's Prayer; having, we may 
hope by our recent act, strengthened our 
right to address him by the title of * Our 
Father.“ We then entirely, that is, with 
our whole hearts, request of God to ac- 
cept this our offering of praise and thanks- 
giving, and beg leave to present our souls 


and bodies as a sacrifice, dedicated to his 


service — and we pray, likewise, for our 
| {cllow- 


+ wy — wk 


io! 


On the Liturgy. 155 
$ fllow-communicants. As our Saviour and SE RM: 
his disciples, after the celebration of the _X- 
e passover, sung an hymn, so, in our service, f 
- is one provided for us“ Glory be to God 
e « on high.“ The beginning is taken from 
y the hymn of the heavenly host, mentioned 
x by St. Luke; in it we give thanks to God 
e for his great glory, that is for his glo- 
ſe rious work in the redemption of the 
ie world, by the death of his only begotten 
g, Son. It is usual afterwards, to read one 

of the concluding collects, but these re- 
e- quire no explanation. What remains, is 
ay the solemn and affectionate form of dis- 
ur mission, in which the minister prays that 
ur The peace of God, which passeth all un- 
ich derstanding” (that is, the happinegs which 
c- arises from the knowledge and love of 
K8- God, which exceeds our utmost concep- 
uls tions) © may keep your hearts and minds, 
his and that all the blessings of the Holy Trinity 
our | may 


{ 
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SERM. may be dispersed amongst and remain with 
N. the congregation; —to God, therefore, the 


Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 


ascribed all might, majesty, and dominion, 
for ever.” | 


SERMON 


: SERMON XI. 


ON THE LITURGY. © 


FIFTH PART. 


1 CORINTHIANS XIV. PART or v. 15. 


1 will pray with the understanding allo. 


Ons part of my engagement to explain 8 ERM. 
our usual church service being yet unful- XI. | 
filled, permit me now to call your atten- 
tion to it, I have already discoursed on 
the common morning office; what re- 
mains, are those parts of the evening ser- 
vice which differ from the morning, and 
the Litany, The difference between the 
morning and evening service consists in 
the hymns, which follow the two lessons, 
3 and 
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$ERM. and in the second or third collects; in 


other respects they are the same. The 
hymn appointed to follow the first lesson 
in the evening is that which the blessed 
Virgin, the mother of Jesus Christ, re- 
peated, when in visiting her cousin Eliza- 
beth (the mother of John Baptist) she re- 
ceived from her a confirmation of the 
tidings, which she had before heard from 
the angel, that she Should be the parent 
of the expected redeemer of mankind ;— 
« My soul doth magnify” (doth adore and 
« reverence) the Lord, and my spirit hath 
ce rejoiced in God my Saviour; ſor he 
« hath regarded the lowliness (the humble 
ce condition) of his handmaiden, for lo 
« from henceforth all generations shall 
« call me Blessed,“ — shall speak of my 
happiness, in being advanced to this high 
dignity of being mother of the promised 
Saviour of the world. „For he that is 


% mighty hath magnified me (for the all- 


I ce powerful 
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name for it. And his mercy is on them 
« that fear him-throughout all generations. 
% He hath $shewed strength with his arm, 
« he hath scattered the proud in the ima- 
« gination of their hearts; he hath con- 
founded and overthrown the presumptuous 
and haughty opposers of his designs, even 
by means of the imaginations, the thoughts 
of their own hearts. He hath put down 
«. the mighty from their seats, and hath 
« exalted the humble and meek.” This 
may relate either to the general dealings 
of God with mankind, or to his present 
intention in that son, to whom the virgin 
was about to give birth; he will depose the 
proud Jew from that lofty? place which he 
hath hitherto held, and will exalt the meek 


Christian in his stead. He hath filled 


« the hungry with good things, and the 
„rich he hath zent empty -away ;” he hath 
advanced 
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« powerful God hath thus advanced me) SERM. 
„ and holy is his -name ;'! praised be his 
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8E RM. advanced the poor good man to unex- pio 
XI. 

WY pected opulence, and hath brought down Ml ©: 

| the arrogant wealthy man to beggary,— * 

“He, remembering his mercy, hath holpen Wl rot 

ce his servant Israel, as he promised to our BW He 


« ever ;” he is now about to perform - his 
engagement to Abraham , and his: true de- 
scendants in the birth of the Messiah: — 
“In thy seed shall all the nations of the 
« earth be blessed.” - 
Of the cause of the joy of the blessei 
Virgin we all partake, and therefore ma 
very properly (with some little allowance) 
repeat this hymn ; for by the birth of Jesu 
Christ we are all redeemed from a state of 
sin and death, and put into a condition, if 
we are willing to comply with the eas 
terms, of obtaining everlasting salvation. 
The hymn, which we repeat after the 
second lesson, is likewise taken from St. 
Luke; it is che thanksgiving of Simon, 3 
TERS pious 
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pious and good old man, wha was expecting 
the coming of the promised saviour, and 
v whom it had been revealed that he should 
not die till he had seen the Lord Christ. 
He came by the guidance of the spirit into 
the temple, at the time when Jesus was in- 
troduced by his parents, and immediately 
being filled with the Holy Ghost, he took 
lim in his arms, and said, Lord, now lettest 
* thou thy servant depart in peace accord- 
" ing to thy word, for mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation;: — I am content now, O 
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XI. 
WW 


Lord, to lay down my life, now that I have 


lived to behold, according to thy promise, 
the redeemer of mankind, © whom thou 


hast prepared before the face of all 


„people, to be a light to lighten the Gen- 


tiles (to guide all the nations of the 
earth to true religion) and to be the 
* glory of thy people Jerael, —to those 
them at least, who on Jesus to be the 


christ. I omit to mention those other 
Vor. II. M | two 


162 


On the Liturgy. 


SERM. two hymns, which it is at the minister: il 


. Xl. 
WY WY 


under God's protection, may pass, quiet and 
undisturbed, the time of our abode here a 
earth. The other collect, which is pect- 
har to the evening service, is for God's ail 


darkness of mind, ignorance, and the peril 
also, of the night. 


choice to repeat instead of these, for the same WM for 
reason that I omitted those which follow the Wl the 
morning lessons, because, I think, they ar: Wil L 


no rarely, if ever, used. in t 


Of the two collects in the evening sr- Chr 
vice, which differ from those of the mom. wie 
ing, the first is for peace; we beseech God, ner 
from whom all religious thoughts, all piou Wil ache 
suggestions, and all good actions do pro- WW «rve 
ceed, to pour into our hearts that peace and of y 
tranquillity, which it is not in the power d notic: 
the world to bestow ; that we may be full BW niche: 
determined to obey the divine command - which 
ments; and. resting secure that we zee w 


and protection, in the dangers arising fron 
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r's I now ptoceed, according to the plan I 8ERM. 
formerly laid down, to a consideration of XI. 
WY 


me 
the che Litany. The meaning of the word 
ae © Litany” is an earnest supplication to God; 
in that of ours, almost all the sins which a 

ger. Christian should avoid, and all the graces 
orn- which he should seek, are particularly enu- 
God, BY merated ; so that it has this, added to the 
piou Wl other good in it, to recommend it, that it 
xryes to bring to our minds many offences, 

» and WY of which, otherwise, we might not have 
yer d noticed that we were guilty, and admo- 
fully niches us of the necessity of some virtues, 
nand- A vhich we might not else have known that 
arr: were to aim at. Most parts of it are 
ery plain; I shall only speak of those few, 
mth regard to which there may be any ha- 
ard of their being not understood. Those 
J's u ort ejaculations,—* Good Lord deliver us, 
; fron we beseech thee to hear us, good Lord,” 
iich the people are ordered to repeat at 
requent intervals, belong to the preceding 
M 2 sene 
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SERM. sentences which the minister has Spoken, ph 
and he likewise is understood to join in 50 


them; they were judged to have a better * 
effect than if the whole supplication wer il 
repeated without any breaks, as they recil * 
attention, which is but too apt to wander, = 
and render the congregation, by the vey ® 
act of repeating them, more warm ani fer. ys 
vent in their petitions. The Litany opens Ly 
first, with a separate address to each per- IS 
son of the blessed Trinity, and then 1 | 
them all jointly; these the people ug 
at length after the minister. Jesus Chris nd 
is then besought, by the title of Lord, 1 *h 
forget our . offences, and the offences « 

our forefathers; not to take vengeance 0 EY 
us for our sins, but to spare us to who! _T 
he has already shewn so much love, 26 to be 
redeem us with his most precious blood: ig 
We, after this, put up our prayers agi ** 
divers sins and various evils, natural i lite 


moral: the words used can Scarce be ma 
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plainer by any explanation; I shall merely SERM. 


notice some particular phrases. The phrase, 
t blindness of heart, means either igno- 
rance of God and his perfections, or self. 
deception, thinking ourselves superior to 
what we are; more wise, more religious, 
or more virtuous. By deadly sins, we 
may understand such as are wilful, deli- 
berate, and presumptuous; sins into which 
me are not betrayed by passion, but which 
ye commit with our eyes open, consider- 
ately knowing them at the time to be, in 
the very highest degree, displeasing to God, 
ad prejudicial to our souls. Some object 
to our praying against sudden death ; bur, 
wrely, the generality of men have but too 
much reason to do it; few only have their 
kmps so prepared, as not to have cause 
to be desirous of a short space in which to 
tim them, before the bridegroom really 
arives, But to those who may think there 
ö little to be done in a last illness (and in- 

M3 deed, 
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SERM. deed, it is to be feared, by them who trum 
XI. entirely to it, that there is not much) or 
who may really be prepared for death - 
any time, and may therefore think it un. 
necessary to pray against being cut of 
suddenly, it may be replied,” that if 4 
little warning be not necessary on their 
own accounts, it is at least eligible on ac- 
count of their friends; to take off the 
shock which their sudden removal might 
occasion, to give a short time to settle thei 
worldly concerns (though these, as vel 
as their spiritual, should always be in il 
practical readiness) and, lastly, to afford 
them an opportunity of giving their dying 
advice and example to the survivors. We 
pray against all edition, privy .conspiracy, 
and rebellion, that is, against all traiterous 
designs against the king or government; 
we pray against all false doctrine, heres, 
and schism; by false doctrine; we may 
understand the believing or disbeheving 


contrary 
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contrary to what the scriptures contain, SERM-. 


and heresy has, I think, much the same 
meaning; the sense of schism,“ is division 
in the church; we pray against all sepa- 
ration among Christians, that we may all 
(as St. Paul advises) speak the same thing ; 
that we may be perfectly joined together. 
in the same mind, and in the same judg - 
ment. Having offered our petitions for 
deliverance from various evils, we beseech 
Christ to grant us what we ask, by the 
mystery of his holy incarnation, and by the 
other leading circumstances of his history, 
whilst he was upon earth; by Christ's 
holy incarnation,” is meant his becoming 
lesh, his taking upon him man's nature. 
When we beseech him to relie ve our wants 
by this and the other particulars mentioned, 
ve mean, by their means, and on their ac- 
count; and the immense goodness which he 
Shewed to the human race in them, gives us 
ground and foundation for our hopes of a fa- 
vourable hearing. 
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As we have need of the favour and pro- 


for it in all times of our wealth, which 
means prosperity,—in all times of our tri. 
bulation, which means adversity,—we be- 
ing in as much real danger, perhaps, in 
the” former state as in the latter; we pra 
likewise for mercy at that solemn and con- 


_ hiding stcason of our trial, © the hou 


of death,“ and at that period, which vil 
determine our lot for ever, * the day af 
judgment.“ When we have thus concluded 


our petitions for ourselves, we proceed to 


enlarge and extend them in behalf of our 
brethren, in behalf of mankind in general 
and, first, we begin by- praying for God's 
guidance of the holy Christian church; ve 
then offer our supplications for our supe- 
riors, temporal and spiritual; and we con- 
clude by presenting à variety of interces- 


sions for all mankind, in all their principal 


wants, necessities, distresses, and emergen- 
cies ; but this is done in so clear and plain 
a man- 
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2 manner, as to require no explanation, SEM. 


The minister and people now endeayour 
repeating, akernately, several short gen- 
tences, tending to beseech heaven that they 
may be graciously heard and answered. 


Some repetitions are here made use of; 


but I have before observed to you, that all 
repetitions cannot be considered as vain, 
when we remember that our Saviour him- 
elf prayed three times precisely in the same 
words, Now follows the Lord's Prayer, and 
then we beg of God not to deal with us after 
our sins, or reward us after our iniquities: 
the word -* after, being here used in an un- 
common sense, it may be necessary to men- 
ton that it means in both these places 
according to, that is, treat us not according 
o what our sins and iniquities have deserved. 
The next prayer is said to have been intro- 
duced into the Litany above a thousand years 
ago, on some distresses under which the 
Chris- 
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8ERM.”Christians then laboured ; but as all Chris. 
XT: tians labour under distresses. or. dangers of 


some kind or other, temporal or spiritual, it 


has a very significant meaning, and may pro- 
perly be used at all times. The people at 
the close of this prayer, instead, of the usua] 
Amen, beg of Christ to arise, and deliver 
them for his name's-'sake,. that is, for the 
Sake of their bearing his name, the name of 
Christians. The minister next sets forth, 
that we have heard or read, or have had 
handed down by our forefathers, the noble 
works that God did for. those who were his 
people, that is, for the; Jews first, and after- 
wards for Christians; and the congregation 
then beseech him to rise and deliver them 
ſor his honour, not on account of their 
deserts, but of his own perfections ; that from 
the experience of his loving kindness all may 
learn to serve and adore him, We nov 
repeat the doxology, or, in other words, 
give praise and glory to the ever blesscd 
Trinity, 
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Trinity, in the same form as we have done SERM. 
frequently before in other parts of the ser- XI. 


vice, particularly after the Psalms; and after 
several short ejaculations, expressing our en- 
treaties to God for protection and mercy, we 
conclude with a more continued form of 
prayer to the same purpose: We humbly 
« beseech thee, O Father, mereifully to look 
« upon our infirmities, and for the glory of 
«thy name turn from us all those evils that 
e most righteously have deserved:“— 
the word © righteously* here means —justly, 
that we most justly have deserved; what 
remains of this prayer is sufficiently clear. 
The conclusion of the Litany being the same 
as the conclusion of the morning 6 service, it 
is not neeessary that I should repeat what I 
have already said on it. 

And thus I have brought my discourses 
on our church service to a period; in which 
I have endeavoured to avoid the two opposite 


extremes of too great or too little particu- 


larity, 
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IM. larity, either of hazarding to weary you by 
II. qwelling too minutely on the zubject, ot 
omitting to explain things which really re. 
quire it. Would to God that I may have 
Succeeded in any degree in rendering it more 
intelligible to you! Would to God chat! 
may ha ve ee eee 

delightful in your eyes! 
P.. 
light in it by a more constant attendance at 
its celebration. It is with no small concem 
that I am compelled to say that I have too 
much reason to admonish you on this head, 
Surely once a week, for one short hour, to 
meet with your brethren to offer your prayers 
and thanksgivings to your Creator, Preserver, 
and Redeemer, is no hard service]! Can we 
possibly do less for that beneficent Being, 
who hath done so much for us? Whatever 
causes of dissatisfaction you may have with 
. the manner of the service being performed, 
you cannot complain that it is not performed 
con- 
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constantly and at the appointed hours. Would s E RM. 


to God you would give your minister a deci- 
zive proof that you are not dissatisfied with it 
on other accounts, by meeting him consantly 
as the Sabbath returns! He can have but 
little reason, till he sees you do this, to con- 
gratulate himself on the success of his labours, 
But it is not enough that you attend regularly 
at divine service; you must be attentive and 
devout, whilst you are there, and if your 
thoughts will sometimes wander to earthly 
subjects (as they too often will) you must 
anxiously and speedily recall them. You 
will do well to be minutely exact in repeating 
all which the congregation is ordered to 
repeat, and in joining, in your hearts, in each 
of the prayers as they are read by the minis- 
ter, and saying © Amen' aloud at the conclu- 
Sion, You will likewise do well in observing 
the directions of your prayer-books, when 
you are to stand or kneel, and in complying 
exactly with them, as it shews decency of 

3 behaviour, 
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XI. 


On the Liturgy. 
SERM. behaviour, and Christian submission to the 


orders of your superiors. To conclude, 
come as frequently to church, and behave, 
when you are here, with that reverence and 
devotion, which, when the tremendous hour 
of death approaches, and much more at the 
awful day of judgment, you will most sin- 
cerely and ardently wish that you had done 
Now to God the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost, be ascribed all might, majesty, 
and dominion, now and for ever. Amen. 
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ur CHRIST OUR SAVIOUR AND KING, 
he it 

n- 3 

[ 

he ST. Jon iii. 16. 

y, | 


God 50 loved the world, that he gave bis, only- 
begotten gon, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


Wuer the Almighty first created man 8 ERM. 
he endued him with a capacity of knowing XII. 
his duty, and with a strong inclination to N 
practise it: in defiance, however, of this 
knowledge, and in contradiction to this in- 
clnation, Adam fell from his obedience, 
and, by his transgression, brought, not only 
on himself, but also on his poxterity, 
misery and death. Wickedness, which was 

thus 
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$£& M. thus introduced into the world, increased 


XII. $ dreadfully within the space of seventeen 


| hundred years, that God was provoked to 


overwhelm' the earth with a flood of waters, 
and to destroy all flesh. One family only, 
which had remained unpolluted amidst the 


general contagion of vice, was preserved, 


and from that was the world afterwards 
peopled. We. find, however, as the de- 
scendants of Noah multiplied and spread 
themselves upon the earth, that, notwith- 
standing this dreadful example of God's 
vengeance on the wicked (the remembrance 
of which could not possibly have been soon 
done away) they, within a short time, began 
to degenerate, they forgot entirely the true 
God, and immersed themselyes in all man- 
ner of iniquity. With the Jews, indeed, 
by particular revelations from heaven, and 
the immediate superintendance of the Al. 


- mighty, the true knowledge of him Was 


retained ; but even 1b frequently turned 
| aside 
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wide to idolatry, and were, in their moral 8 E RM. 
mY 7 ; white XII. 
conduct, desperately abandoned; while all AN 


the other nations of the earth paid their 
deyotions to stocks and stones, or to men 
wicked and frail as themselves, and were $0 
far from conforming themselves to the obli- 
cations of virtue, that they were deplorably 
jnorant in what it consiste d. 

This was the state of things, when it 
geased God © to send his only-begotteh 40h 
into the world, to the end that all that be- 
« eve in him should not perish, but Have 
© everlasting life.” Considering the great 
ad manifold provocations which God had 
received, it might have been expected that 
ke would have sent his son upon a far dif- 
frent errand, to take vengeance on such 
a rebellious race, to punish and to extirpate ; 
but, no! Jesus Christ was sent to instruct 
ind to save, to inform us of our duty, and 
b redeem our immortal souls; in other 


words, to be our Saviour and our King.—lt 
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E the believing in him through whom it 
offered which implies, that if we do nat be. 
heve in him, we shall not be in the, numb 


believe in Jesus, is to be thoroughly pe 


- ther's glory, and the express image of I 


Chriat our Saviour and King. 

SRM. is under the these two characters then that w i ©» 
39 will consider the Son of the Almighty. this 
TDou will observe in the text that it h do; 
not. aid absolutely that all should have ever. the 


lasting life through the son of God, bu 
that all that believe in him; the promise d 
Salvation and immortality is limited to be. 
lievers; there is a condition annexed to it 


of those who shall partake of the benefit « 
his coming. | | 

It becomes then a matter of i import 
wo enquire what bekeving in Jesus is, Tt 


suaded that he is the only - begotten son 
God, that he is the brightness of his fl 


person; that he was sent into the world by 
God, and that the end of his appearanc 
was to make known the will of heaven, Wſrcte 
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une die to atone for the sins of met; All K N. 


this, you will say, we are very ready to II. 


it ho; the wonderful works which he did, and 
ever BN the angelic doctrines which he taught, «peak 


bu for him ; we acknowledge him to have been 


is fi the Messiab, the son of the Most High! 
90 far it is well; but there is yet more in 
bele ving in Jesus, and it will be well in 
ded, if you can answer with equal readi- 
des to What remains: believing in Jesus 
tmprehends like wise a conviction of the 
podness and importance of the lessons which 
he taught, and not only this, but the uniform 
nd settled practice of them; without obedi- 
ence to his commands, our faith in his di- 
mnity will be of no effect, our professions of it, 
son A lowever frequently repeated, will be merely 
nis f aenm mockeries | it will be a lame, an im- 
of Mpotent, a deficient faith, it will not be à faith 
r1d Veto Salvation. 

arne And here the other part of Christ's cha- 
n, «"Jpxctcr comes to be considered, that of King; 

| N 2 he 
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SERM. he came to rule as well as to save us; w 
* — must accept him in both characters, or i 
neither; if we refuse to be his subjects, hi 
coming will have availed us nothing; # 

we will not be obedient to his laws, we $hal 

not be entitled to his protection. Alle. 

giance and protection are reciprocal, ev 

' between earthly monarchs and their sub- 
jects ; where a man disowns the authoriy 

of the. prince, he. forfeits all pretensiom u 

his care, he becomes an outlaw, and, oi: .. 
course, can claim no benefit from the g. 
vernment which he despises; how mu ebte 
more then must this be the case with him . 

who sets at nought the precepts of the dect 

of the most high God! and yet, I fue ce 

there are too many, who are willing enoug| 

to accept Christ as their Saviour, but c Let 

not bring themselves to receive him : they 

their King, who would gladly appropriat 

to themselves the glorious privileg 
which belong to his disciples, but cann 
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eee prevailed on to comply with the essential 's E RM. 


you will find them uniformly asserting, 
that the virtues of a good life are the only 
terms on which we can claim to ourselves 
the merits of our Lord's death. St. John 
the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, and 
hrist himself, began their preaching in the 
ume manner: Repent ye, or rather, re- 
' form ye, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand; as if they had said, Break off 
ur Sins, and turn yourselves to a life of 
phteousness, that ye may be ready to re- 
ive the gospel, and may become proper 
jects of its privileges. Our Saviour, in 
he course of his ministry, commands his 
sciples to be exemplary in good works: 
ut ca Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works, and glo- 
iy your Father, which is in heaven.“ In 
e same discourse he says, © Except your 
nghteousness (that is, your practice of 

N 3 « what 


conditions. Examine the scriptures, and II. 
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SERM. “ what is right) shall exceed the righteons. 
A * new of the scribes and pharisees, ye 


he sent his only son upon earth to d 


Chriit ous Savior and King. 


ce shall, in no case, enter into the Kkingdon 
ce of heaven.” And to this effect you vil 
find the constant language both of our Lord 
and his apostles. Nor indeed could it i 
reason be otherwise; eternal life was ori 
ginally meant for those only, who had n 
taint or infection of sin whatever, for God 
is of purer eyes than to behold. iniquity; 
therefore, after the fall of Adam, and the 


consequent degeneracy of his posterity, al ? 
mankind became obnoxious to the wrath d '0 
| God, and had he not mercifully found out = 
Is n 


a way to reconcile them to himself, t 
could never have hoped to become object *** 
of his favour. He, however, out of hi 
boundless henevolence, did find ont a wy 


for them. But, can it be thought that h 
intended, by so doing, to leave them en therr 
tirely under the dominion of their viciouſi «boy 


pass1ons 


Cbriu our 6aviout and King. 1853 
pessions? Can it be thought, that from s E U E. 
that time it was his design to bestow eternal — 
happiness upon them, without ary exertions 
of their own whatever? that they who, in a 
cate of nature, wert only to be accepted on 
perfect obedience, in a state of grace had 
thing to do but to zit down, to eat, to drink, 
and to be merry; — to be as wicked as passion 
transported, or temptation invited them ? 

The very idea is 2 derogation from rhe purity 

of God. | — 
The original law given to man was — 
Obey and live, — transgress and die; by the 
Christian law, the severity of this first law 
is mitigated ; but to whom is it mitigated ? 
not to those who Continue in their trans- 
gresstons until their death, but to those, 
who by a timely repentance establish them- 
ves in such habits, as may appease the 
diepteazure of the Almighty, and render 
them fit companions for the blessed saints 
above, Without che acquisition of virtuous 
N 4 habits 
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SERM. habits (which can alone be gained by the 


XII. 


' 


constant practice of virtue, and the sincere 


love of it) we should not only be totally un- 
worthy of the society of heavenly spirits, but 
absolutely unable to partake of their happi- 
ness, were it possible we could intrude our- 
selves amongst them. 

Christianity, no less than the religion of 


nature, commands from her votaries per- 


fection; but here is the difference between 
the two—the latter accepts of nothing but 
a perfection, which is absolute; while, 
through Christ, the earnest and constant 
endeayours of his disciples will be accepted, 


however short they may fall of success,— 


This is a point, which requires well to be 
understood. Christ came upon earth to 
save us from the rigour of divine justice, 
which can take up with nothing but an un- 
sinning obedience ; but an unsinning obe- 


dience is what no man ever arrives at; we 
should all therefore, but for Christ, be ex- 
ä | posed 


Bsp 
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posed to the wrath of God; on our sincere 8 ERM. 
endeavours, however, Christ interposes, and XII. 
protects us; the will, through him, will be 

taken for the deed; but if we do not endea- 

vour, his sufferings, and death will, as far as 
concerns us, have been in vain. 

But besides those who are desirous to 
accept Christ as their Saviour, though not 
wiling to receive him as their King, there 
xe others who renounce him in both charac- 
ters who either neglect to examine into the 
justice of his pretensions, or, taking some 
offence at his lite and doctrine, altogether 
refuse to acknowledge him. It is not, I 
believe, uncommon for persons of this kind 
to reason thus: — Faith, say they, is not an 
act of the will, it is an act of the understand- 
ng ; we would believe, if we could see reason, 
but we really cannot, and therefore, though 
the gospel should be true, we hope to meet 
with pardon.— But, I say, supposing the 
ppspel to be true, which it certainly is, these 

| hopes 
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sERM. hopes are entirely fallacious; for God has 
XII: doubtless given us every proof of its truth, 

which is necessary, in reason, to convince us; 
and if, notwithstanding, we reject it, it mut 
proceed from obstinacy, pride, or some other 
bad passion; well, therefore, may the apoxtle 
Say—* If our gospel is hid, it is hid to them 

- e that are lost.“ 

70 Let xs then believe in the * and let 
us endeavour to live up to its commands, for 
we may be assured that the day will come 
when the profane infidel will be terribly con- 
vinced of the criminality of his indolence and 
obstinacy,—the day will come, when it wil 
Sorely repent him of the scoffs which he has 
thrown out against our holy religion, and the 
contempt with which he has treated its pro- 
fessors ; then shall he call on the mountains 
and rocks to fall on him, and to hide him 
from the face of his Judge who sitteth on the 

- throne; of him, whom he rejected as his 
Saviour, and despised as his King; then 

per” 
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perhaps, when the last trumpet shall have s E NM. 


awakened him from the dead, shall he say— 
VFonder cometh that Jesus, whose name I 
* blasphemed, whose merits I denied, whose 
* mediation and protection I guperciliously 
© refused ; but, ah! how unlike to what he 
vas described at his first coming] no longer 
* the son of humble parents - the companion 
of the wretched—the servant of the lowly, 
© —but surrounded with myriads of angels 
* clothed in the majesty of the great God 
the Prince of the universe the Judge of 
all men the terrible, the unpitying avenger 
* of his enemies !* 
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SkRNMHON XIII 
ORIGIN, OF EVIL. 


LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH ili. 32, 33. 


For though he cause grief, yet will be have 
compassion | according to the multitude of bis 
mercies. © N a 

For be dotb not affii ct willin gly, nor grieve the 

children of men. 


Tas misery of human life has been the SERM. 
universal complaint of all ages and of all XIII. 
WY 
ranks of men; the high as well as the low, 
the rich as well as the poor, equally confess 
and lament that permanent happiness is no 
where to be found. Of the justice of this 
3 com- 


1 


AA 


: Origin of Evil. 
SERM. complaint we may be convinced, both 
XIII. from what we may observe passing around 


us, and also from our own experience — 
disappointment in the pursuit, and disss- 
tisfaction in the possess ion of the object 
of their desire; — losses, sicknesses, and 
disgraces, are some or other of them the 
portion of almost the whole of mankind, 
The observation of this constitution of 
human affairs has afforded occasion, to 
some, to disbelieve in the being of a God; 
and to others, to arraign his goodnes: 
and even of those whose presumption does 
not carry them such daring lengths, it has 
driven too many into discontent and despon 
dency—highly unbecoming of them, both as 
men and as Christians. 


I propose, in this discourse, first, to 
endravour to clear up the difficulty of the 
existence of misery, and to reconcile it 
with the benevolence of the great Creator 
and Govemor of all chings; and, secondly, 

to 
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to point out the unreasonableness and ingra- SER M. 
titude of discontent and despondency. 3 


I will endeavuur to clear up the difficulty 
of the existence of misery, and to reconcile 
it with the bene volence of God. 

When man was first created, he was 
created innocent and happy ; had he and his 
poxterity persevered in their innocence, their 
happiness bad still been continued to them 
neither misery nor death would have found 
entrance into che world. To try his obedi- 
ence, a cextain condition was proposed 
the ſavour of his Maker was promised him on 
his observing it the punishment of its vio- 
lation was death. —Seduced by the artifices 
of the grand deceiver, and abusing the gift 
of free will, with which God had endowed 
him, he fell; he transgressed the law which 
yas impoged on him—he ate of the tree, 
whereof it had been commanded him that he 
chould not eat; and, by his transgression, 
entailed on himself and his posterity—woe 
and death. If 
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SERM. If this be the true cause of the evils'whith" 
we sce in the world, as we are assured by the 


Bible that it is, it is clear that they cannot 
be charged on God; he created man happy 
—he gave him an easy law to obey—he told 
him what terrible consequences would folloy, 
if he broke this law :—yet, with his eyet 
open, he voluntarily did break it; therefore 
himself alone can he justly blame for all the 
dreadful effects of his rebellion. But stil 
further —as unhappiness was not the original 
lot of mankind, so neither shall it be the 
final lot: —sin and misery entered into the 
world by Adam, but it was not God“ 
intention that they should reign there for 
ever—he has opened a way, by the suffer- 
ings and death of our Redeemer, for the 
penitent part of his subjects to regain his 
favour — to recover the dignity of their 
natures—and to be again, what they were 
at first created in Paradise, innocent and 


happy! Surely this is a consideration 


which 
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be Not God from any impeachment, but will 
* i poo dns 
than if man had never offended nor been 
condemned. Reflect — - you were created 
happy, by your own faults you became mi- 
erable; your Creator, norvithsranding, re- 
deemed you from this state; he bought you 
with a price, and, merciful God! with what 
price even with the blood of his only 
don —and the only penance for your guilt 
s a mixture of misery with happiness, in 
hat hort interval which passes between the 
cradle and the grave. . 
But, to set this matter in a still stronger 
light, there is much reason to believe that 
those sufferings, to which we are exposed 
n this world, are absolutely necessary for 
the recovery of that perfection, in which 
ve were first created, and for the regaining 
of that dignity and purity which we forfeited 
on I che fall: this conclusion is zupported 
You. IL 58 by 


which will not only vindicate the goodness SERM, 
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| and assigning their improvement in good. 


what we ce in dur own: the best an 
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Almighty i is introduced, Expressig 1 un- 
Willingness to afftict the children of men, 


525 ness and holiness, as the reason and Stroud 
wy his & Chastisement. | . is kkewise oo. 
firmed by what we tead of past ages, ad and 


most virtuous characters, which history, 
Ether sacred or profane, hath handed 
doun to us, were, generally speaking, those 
"who were most exercised in  afffictions; 
and we cannot but, ourselves, have obgerved 
the tendency of prosperity to corrupt 
"of adversity, to purify the heart; What is 
true of individuals, is probably true of the 
Whole; ; we have, therefore, a presumptive unre 
proof that the misery, which was intto- 
"duced by sin, is absolutely necessary to 
bring us back to virtue; and thus the if 
* flictions, with which God visits his children 
become the Mebest favotis,—tis kehrte 
12 1 0 has 
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chastisements, the most tender mereies. sR I. 


Upom the whole, J trust that the goodness 
of God will stand clearly vindicated; "we 
were created happy at first, till by our own 
fiult we became miserable; it will again be 
our own fault, if we are nat happy at the 
last; God desires it, and has graciously 
invented a way to bring it about: and still 
farther, the sublunary cares and sorrows to 
which we are, in the mean time, liable, are 
the necessary steps to our restoration. 
Having thus shewn that the miseries, 
which are to be met with in human life, are 
no impeachment of the benevolence of the 
Almighty, I now proceed to what I pro- 
posed in the second place, to point out the 
unreasonableness and ingratitude of discon- 
tent and despondency. Each of chose argu- 
ments, which I have been using, to free 
om imputation the goodness of God in 
permitting or -inflicting evils, is equally eſ- 


res ficacious. to silence the murmurs of those 


O 2 indivi- 


_ 
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SERM. individuals, to whose lot they fall: they 
e war originally dexigned. for us, but hay. 
ing been introduced by the folly and guilt a 

our first ancestor, they are necessary and 
unavoidable; and not only so, but they ar 
in a bigh degree salutary and medicini; 
and if we make that use of them, which we 
are expected to make and may make, if 

ol gur restoration to our original, digniy 
and happiness; they will endure but for 

moment, and will work for us a far mor 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. Here 
I might rest the cause; the above considera- 
tions are alone sufficient to prove the injus- 
tice of discontent and despondency, in any 

situation, however miserable; hut there i 


yet more that may be said, which will place 


tit in still more glaring colours. 

Though it must be allowed, that 
portion of migery- will fall to the share « 
all men; that, no pencence, virtue, or goo 
fortune 
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fortune,” can entirely escape it; yet I be- = AN. 
keve that it may be assumed, and wi , 
hold true for the most part, that the hours 
which we spend in ease and happiness are 
greatly superior, in number, to those which 
ne passed in misery and pain. Even in 
this life, there are many positive pleasures 
that the virtuous enjoy, which, generally 
peaking, far overbalance their woes, Let 
us view our condition with impartial eyes, 
ind be just to the bounty of heaven, 
Happiness, even on earth, is sown with no 
canty hand, if we have but the disposition 
to reap it. Ungrateful as we are, ve num - 
der and exaggerate our sorrows, while we 
wffer our various enjoyments to pass un- 
heeded ! Do we count as nothing the com- 
forts which arise from the constant inter- 
course with our Maker by religion, the sa- 


Wibfaction of an approving conscience, and 


the hopes of eternal feliciry, through the 
merits 00 death of our Redeemer? Heavy 
03 indeed 


1 


S RM. indeed must be the calamities that can out- 
weigh these solid blessings, which all, if i 


which by no means deserve to be over. 


internal thought and reflection, the plez- 


to repress our complaints when they are 


be deprived but by ourselves, and if we 
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be not their own fault, may enjoy. Others 
there are of an inferior order indeed, but 


looked. Do we count as nothing the enjoy- 
ment of health, the innocent gratifications 
of sense, the contemplation of the variou 
beauties of the universe, the satisfaction of 


sures of conversation and society, and the 
endearing intercourse of domestic love! 
How we deserved these nothings, it would 
be difficult for us to say, which ought alone 


withdrawn from us. Of some indeed, and 
these much the most valuable, we cannot 


will but retain these, they will amply com- 

pensate and console us for the loss of the 47 

others. These are; therefore, many pod. de. 

tive pleasures in this life, the greatest © ches. 
| which 


Origin of Evil. 


which all either do or might enjoy ; plea- 8 
res vhich, for the 1 most part, far excec, Ae, 
both in duration and wei ight, the poponigy = 8 
of woes which are intermixed with them. 
þ it not then the highest ingratitude, aſter 
ve have been, for a long rime, experiencing 
great and unmerited favours' at the hands of 
God, if the scene a little varies and Presents 
vw with darker prospects, to be impatient 
and discontented ? 

But still farther, if the matter be accu- 
rately examined, we shall find that many 
of the evils, which are the subject of our 
haty complaints, ate brought on us by 
our. own imprudence : disappointments fre- 
quently arise from unreasonable expecta- 
tions; that degree of poverty, which is 
highly oppressive and disgraceful, is the 
general product of idleness ; sickness i is, in 
many instances, caused by intemperance ; 
the. logs of reputation, by vice or folly: in 
these cages, shame, one would think, should 
04 : dilence 
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$ERM, silener our murmuts, and prevent us from 
attributing to the constitution of human 


affairs, what e Ws to ou 
selves. =; 

Instances indeed | may be met with, 
where the misery of particular individual 
greatly overbalance their happiness, and 
where, perhaps, it could have been pre- 


vented. by no exertions of prudence or of 


: those, however, to whose lot this 


may ha: are not (as.I ;have shewn in the 


beginning of this discourse) without abun- 
dant reasons for consolation ; though woe 
be their present portion, it will arise from 
their own negligence, if it be not converted 
into bliss ; heaviness may endure for a night, 
but, by patience and piety, Joy cometh in the 
morning. | 

Let us then enjoy, with moderation and 
gratitude, the bounties of God, and let us 
- Submit with manly firmness to his chastise- 
ments; let us esteem them, as they are, 

RR. | has 
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but as different modes of his goodness; let s ERM. 

us understand them, as they are meant, as XIII. 
« 

trials of our virtue and correctors of our 

hearts; and let us rest assured, that if we 

carry ourselves under them with truly re- 

ligious resignation, we shall entitle ourselves 

to the benediction pronounced by our Savi- 

our on those who mourn ; and at the great 

day of retribution shall, in return for transitory 

pain and sorrow, be recompensed with an 

eternity of bliss and glory. | 
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SsSERMON XIV. 


THE IMPROPRIETY OF JUDGING OF THE 
MISFORTUNES QF OTHERS. 


| Sr. Luk xiii. 3. 
Itell you, Nay ; but, except ye repent, ye all 
| all likewise perich.  — _ 
Tax occasion on which these words were 8 EK RM. 
spoken, was this; it had just been related XIV. 
to our Saviour, that Pilate, the Roman go- 
vernor; had mingled the blood of some Ga- 
lleans with their aacrifices, 1. e. that he had 
put them to death whilst they were 8acri- 
icing at the altar; from which account Jesus 
takes an opportunity (as was usual with ly 
bim on most occurrences) to inculcate on $ 
his i 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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irren of judging of 


SERM, his followers some useful religious 1 instruction, 


XIV. 


“ Suppose ye (says he) that these Galileans 
« were sinners above all the Galileans, be. 
ce cause they suffered such things? I tell you, 
0 Nay, but, except ye repent, gb hall al 


cc like wise peris i... 


Two instructive lessons are to be drawn 
from hence ; first, that when we see mis- 
fortunes fall on our neighbours, it is very 
wrong in us to interpret them into judg- 
ments—to conclude that they have hap- 
pened to them on account of their «ins; 
and, secondly, that the right use to make 


of them would be (without considering 


them at all as relating to others, or endea- 


vouring to pry curiously into God's dispen- 
sations) to apply them to ourselves, to take 
warning by them, and to break off our sins by 


repentance; lest the same, b ge calamities 


overtake us. fe. 7 yr. e870! 4 7: 
Our Suviour" well knew * heart of 

_ Hor it is certain that we are very 

2 much 


the Migfartunes of.. others. 


much. inclined to. assign che, sufferings 
which others undergo, to some ins, either 
open or Secret, , of ; which, they have been 
guilty; whether it be, that ve arg induced 
to it from a gere. of attributing our own 
exemption from the same misfortunes to 
our. innocence, or whether we are flattered 
with appearing to understand God's dis- 
pensations, or whether we think it a mark 
of piety. to censure those whom the Al- 
mighty afflicts ;— the fact is, that it is 
greatly the custom among men, when any 
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XIV. 


one is attacked by some remarkable cala - 


mity, to be immediately searching for, and 
endeavouring to discover, the occasion of 
it in his iniquities. From whatever cause 


'this practice proceeds, it is very presump- 


tuous and unreasonable, and not only $0, 
but it is most probably in general unjust; 
Since our Saviour peremptorily . denies 
that any such conclusions can, with cer- 


tinty, be collected: — (“ Suppose ye that 


« these 
4 
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$ERM. & these Galileatis were sinners above all 
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XV. 
'« the Galilcans, because they suffered such 


hd things; or those eighteen upon whom 
ce the tower of Sitoam fell, and slew them,” 
| (alluding to another late occurrence) 


e think ye that they were sinners above all 
« men that dwelt e e r tell you, 
«< Nay:” 

If we look into the a ur pike times, 
we shall find that many of those charac- 
ters; who endured the greatest calamities, 
80 fir from being more wicked than tho 
who lived at the same time, were eminently 
distinguished for their piety and virtue 
and yet, even some of these were re- 
proached for suffering in consequence of 
their sins. The misfortunes of Job, you 


know, were caũsed by his virtue; it was 


that which drew on. him the envy-and ma- 


Tee of the devil; yet his friends, seeing 
hat he underwent,” although they could 


not, * all their ill natured penetration, 


2 discover 


the WBsfirtunes of others. 
discover any open stain in his life and matt 
ners, and, although they had been vir. 
nessez öf his continued piety and up- 
rightriess, yet they would have it that he 
was vicious in "Secret; that, though ls 
actions were Ippartnily' "virtious, his prin- 
ciples and his heart were corrupt. When, 
aſter the shipwreck of St. Paul, the viper 
fastened on his hand, how ready were the 
people amongst Whom he was, to cry Out, 
No doubt this man is a rhurderer,* Rom, 
* though he tas escaped the sea, yet ven- 
« geance zuffereth not to live.” They 
looked when he shbuld have experienced the 
uual effects of the bite of a venomous 


beast, „ when he should have swollen, 
or fallen down dead.“ So; likewise, on 


meeting with the man that was blind from 
his birth, the disciples of our ' Saviour 
aked him, © Master, who did chis sin, this 
e man or his parents, that hie wis born 
e blind? so closely did they donnert to- 

| gether 


10 
$EK&M. 
XY, 
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SERM. gether « sin and misfortune; but Jexus: : an- 


NIV. 


* W. _ "i 


owered, 6 Neither hath this man. sinned, 
00 nor his parents, but that "the works of 
« God should be made manifegt i in him; 
that i is, c that I might have an opportunity 


4 ol proving: to yo that I am a messenger 


« gent from God, by. working, his cure; — 
which he accordingly. did.. 

Indeed there are 50 many reasons, for 
which misforrunes may fall on a person 


besides h his sins, chat candour should always 
prevent us from putting upon them that 


3 among men, chere had been no 


, Had there, indeed, been no 


misery; they entered the world rogether; 
every man has done something towards per- 


petuating both, and yet it can by no means 
be concluded, that when any person suffers 
more intensely, he hath therefore sinned more 


enormously than his fellows. 
God sometimes permits afflictions to 


| come, upan ys, as a, trial of our faith and 


patience 


8 © BB SX 
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patience, to give us an opportunity of dis- SERM. 


playing hidden virtues, both for own advan- 
tage, and the edification of others; some- 
times, perhaps, he singles us out from the 
herd of sinners, to set us as a warning, that 
others, being spectators of our sorrows, may 
be brought to reflection and repentance, 
est the same or worse evils should fall on 
them ; but nothing from this can be inferred, 
but that the sufferer, as a man, is a sinner, 
not that he has sinned more deeply than 
other men. | | 

We are told in the second command- 
ment, that God sometimes * visits the 
« tins of the fathers upon the children 
" even unto the third and fourth gene- 
ration; 'a man, therefore, in affliction 
may be doing penance, not for his own 
niquities, but for those of his remote an- 
cestors. > 9 

There may indeed be instances, where 
he suffering is 80 evidently the effect of 
Vol. II. P | the 
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SERM. the crime, or answers $0 exactly to it, that 


þ 4 , Og . . * . - * 
it is impossible not to see the conne 
WY * 8 


between them: thus, when the drunkard 
perisbes by his intemperance, or the li. 
bertine by his sensuality, their fate may 
justly be looked upon not only as the con- 
sequence, but as the punishment, of their 
vices: thus when dogs licked the blood of 
Ahab in the same place, in which they had 
before licked that of Naboth, whom Ahab 
had unjustly put to death; or when Adoni- 
bezek was the object of the same species of 
cruelty, which he practised on so many 
kings; in both these cases the correspond - 
ence between the crimes and the suffering 
was so remarkable, that it might, without 
hesitation, be deemed the work of God. 
But then it is to be observed, here the sin 
were knoten, and not presumed; and it wa 
not necessary to say, There men suffer 
< greatly, and therefore we conclude they 
© have sinned greatly; but, © we already 

6 © knoy 
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© know they have been guilty of great sins, s E RN. 


© to which their sufferings have so exactly 
© answered, that we cannot but look on 
© them as judgments.” Yet even in such 
instances as these, it is more decent to 
leave it to the afflicted person himself to 
draw the conclusion, which, in general, his 
own conscience is ready enough to do. 
« As I have done (says Adonibezek) 80 
« God hath requited me.“ 

Having thus shewn that it is a custom 
among men to ascribe signal misfortunes 
to signal sins, and that this custom is 
very unreasonable, and in general very un- 
just, it may be useful to inquire from 
hat cause it arises; this leads me to the 
cond instructive lesson which the text 
contaihs, namely, that we ought to ap- 
ply the sufferings of others to ourselves, 
and break off our zins by repentance, lest 
we also perish. | ths 

| "0 The 


Impropriety of judging of 


The consciousness of sin, and the dread 
of the effects of it are so extremely bur. 
densome, -that the wicked are in - general 
very desirous to persuade themselves that 
they are less guilty than they really are; 
and as their conscience will not permit 
them to imagine that they are absolutely 
innocent, they are very eager to flatter 
themselves, that they are comparatively 
so; hence for the most part arises the 
desire to discover and to aggravate the 
faults of other men; and as there can be 
no clearer proof of a man's being enor- 
mously wicked, than his being declared 80 
by heaven, there is a certain eagerness to 
interpret the calamities of our brethren 
into judgments, and thence to flatter 


ourselves, because we have escaped the 


like, that we are therefore comparatively 
virtuous, - But this our Saviour tells us is 
a very false conclusion, and a far different 
consequence from that which we ought to 
5 FE 
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ad draw on such occasions: © Suppose ye that SERM. 
ur⸗ these Galileans were sinners above all XIV. 
ral « the Galileans, because they suffered such ä 
hat « things? I tell you, Nay; but, except ye 
re; « repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Fe 
1 are not to imagine that greater temporal 
tely sufferings peculiarly belong to greater sins; 
tter ye are not to consider them at all in this 
vely light; but ye are to take warning by them, 
the and hasten to forsake your own iniquities, 
the lest the same or worse evils overtake you. 
1 be It is very absurd and unreasonable to 
nor- fatter ourselves with the belief, that be- 
d ss cause we have escaped those afflictions, 
8 to which we have seen fall on others, we are 
hren therefore innocent, and free from danger: 
atter WW for, supposing it true that these sufferers 
the were certainly greater sinners than we are, 
ively ve cannot argue from this that we are 
us is no Sinners at all; it ought rather to put us 
erent on examining ourselves, on repenting of 
ht to our iniquities, and reforming our lives, 
draw Ty lest 


 Impropriety of judging of 


SERM. lest we also be involved in similar judg, 
XTV- ments. But the argument is greatly 


strengthened, when we reflect on what is 
probably true, that those who have suffered 
were not more guilty than ourselves; nay, 
perhaps, that they were holy and virtuow 
persons. This latter supposition, which 
we know to be just in many instances, is 


a most awakening warning to us, to fly 


from our sins, for if this has been done to 
the. green tree, what shall be done to the dry! 
If this has been the lot of those, whom 
God loves, what shall be the portion of 
those, whom he hates !—if judgment begin 
at the house of God, where shall the ungodly 
and sinner appear 

No rational person, I should think, can 


hear of the terrible torments, which the 


first martyrs to our religion underwent— 
holy and good men — who spent their 


whole lives in serving God, and endured 


death in its most terrible shapes rather 


JJ ee 
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Ig» than forsake him, — no reasonable person SERM. 
th can think of this, and not apprehend, that I 
if men of this character, such peculiar fa- 

red yourites of heaven, suffered so much, how 

far greater sufferings must be in store for 

the impenitently wicked! Many grie vous 

ich ginners have enjoyed great and uninter- 
rupted prosperity in this world, and many 

fy righteous persons have passed their whole 

lives in tribulation and distress ; but in the 

ry! world to come the scene will be directly 
reversed; those who have received their 


J evil things, and have carried themselves 
gin patiently and piously, shall be comforted ; 
dy those who have received their good things, 
and who have been ungrateful and irreli- 
1 gious, shall be tormented. 
* From what has been said then, I should 
5 hope that the propriety and wisdom of this 
* mode of conduct is clear and evident; that 


— when we see our brethren in tribula- 
her tion, it is not for us to aggravate their dis- 
han 5 P 4 tress 


216  JImpropricty of judging of, &c. 
SERM. tress by imputing it to their iniquities; it 
XIV. | ow och 
| does not at all concern us to pry cunously 
into the matter; but, instead of doing this, 
we are to think of ourselves, to take war- 
ning, to relinquish our evil ways, and amend 
our. lives, since we have the word of our 
Saviour, that © unless we repent, we shall al 
te likewise perish.“ 
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SERMON. XV. 


THE SINS OF MEN NOT CHARGEABLE ON GOD. 


Jams i. 1.3, I4, 


Lit no man gay, when be is tempted, I am 
tempted of God ;— for God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth be any man : but 
every man is tempted, when be is draws 
away of his own lust, and enticed, 


Ir happens, I believe not unfrequently, that gx R a1, 


those who are guilty of any great degrees XV. 


of wickedness, charge their guilt, either 


immediately or by implication, upon God; 
they either reflect on Providence, for hav- 


ng 
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SERM. ing placed them in such situations and cir. 
| XV. cumstances, that to avoid sin was not in 
their power—or, for having given them 
such violent and headstrong passions, that 
their reason was utterly unable to contend 
with them. To something, either exter- 
nal or internal, which it depended not on 
themselves to order otherwise, they would 
willingly impute their depravity. But thi 
the apostle St. James, in the words which 
J have just read, tells us is very unjus, 
inasmuch as it is very untrue ;—* Let m 
« man say, when he is tempted, I an 
« tempted of God ;—for God cannot be 
« tempted with evil, neither tempteth he 
= any man: but every man is tempted, 
« when he is drawn away of his own Jus, 
 * andenticed.” Think not to excuse yout- 
elves, when ye give way to temptations 
by attributing your fall to the Almighty; 
for as God cannot be tempted to commit 
evil himself, so neither certainly woul 


üghty 


_ 1 
A 1711 


N 5 
5 I 


chargeable on Gad. 


he be the instrument of exciting it in his 
creatures; but rather believe, what is evi- 
dently the case, that it is your own evil 
passions and desires, by which ye are led 
astray. 

Here are two assertions—first, that God 
is not, cannot be, the author of our sins 
secondly, that they arise from ourselves. 
Let us examine if this be not really the 
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case. That God is not the author of sin, 


St. James assigns this as a reason—it is 


impossible he should be tempted to evil 


himself, and therefore it is not credible he 
chould be the cause of it in his creatures. 
Both the light of nature and the scriptures 
concur in representing the Almighty as a 
Being of infinite purity; he is the author 
of all that is right and good—he is, in him- 
ﬆ1If, absolutely perfect—he has neither de- 
res nor fears, and consequently cannot be 
tempted, for the gratification of the one, 


vr, under the influence of the other, to a 


deviation 
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| SERM. deviation from the exact line of gpodnes; 

XV. but he is not only good in himself—he js 
also an ardent lover of it in his creatures; 
or, to express the same in other words, be 
is an hater of all manner of evil—he is a 


purer eyes than to behold iniquity, Add to 
this, that he is constantly set forth, in the 
scriptures, as anxious for the salyation of 


mankind ; He would not that any should 


cc perish, but that all should come to w- 
et pentance; he desireth not the death d 
« sinner, but rather that he should tun 
« from his wickedness and live,” Nov 
let me ask you—is it likely, or rather, is it 
not impossible, that such a Being as this, 
infinitely holy himself—of purer sight tha 


to tolerate vice in his creatures—and like- 
wise greatly desirous of the happiness 
all men—should himself be the means of 


enticing them into wickedness, which, in 
its issue, unavoidably leadeth to destruc- 
tion ?—No—it is not likely—it is impos- 

Siblej 
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chargeable on God. 


new; Ml sible;—ye cannot but own it. But yet you s ERM. 
he is vill say, there seem to be several places, V. 


ures; in scripture, in which God is described 
S, he (at least so it appears to you) as instigating 
is of Wl or over-ruling men to the perpetration of 
wicked actions ;—to this I reply—consider 
al those places carefully, and examine ac- 
curately, who the persons are, whom you 
think God is described as leading to wicked- 
ness, and you will find that they are not 
good and virtuous persons, but persons al- 
ready impious and depraved; so that God 
does not tempt them originally from 
righteousness ; but, as a punishment for 
their having already deserted it, he gives 
them up to their own depravity. Con- 
sider the case of Pharaoh; — the Lord is 
often said to harden his heart to prevent 
his permitting the children of Israel to 
ch, in depart out of Egypt; but this was not 
estruc- ¶ before he had hardened his own heart, and 
impos · ¶ it means therefore not that God infused 

8 bad 


2 
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8ERM. bad qualities into him, but that he gave him 


XV. 


up to those he already had, he withdrew from 
him the sense of his guilt and folly, and leſt 
him to himself, as a fit recompense for his 
prior obstinacy, 

By the way, I should observe to you, 
that it is sometimes translated in our Bible, 
* he hardened Pharaoh's heart, when it 
should be, Pharaoh's heart was hardened, 
that in those places, it is manifest it was not 
God's doing, but his own; but it cannot 
mean, at any event, that God was actually the 
cause of his guilt. | 

Again, it is said, with respect to those 
nations of the Canaanites, who were extir- 
pated by the children of Israel after their 
wanderings in the wilderness, it is said of 
them, that it was of the Lord to harden 
their hearts that they should come against 
Israel in battle, that he might destroy them 
utterly ; but what is the meaning of this? 
Surely, that as a punishment for their former 


iniquities, 


ice. ITE 
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iniquities, the measure of which was now 
full—iniquities which arose not from God, 
but from themselves, Providence did justly 
bring them into such circumstances as proved 
fatal to them. 

In one word, we must never explain one 
or two detached passages of scripture, in 
such a manner as to make them contradict 
all the rest of it; when we are not able to 
reconcile them, we must attribute it to our 
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own defect of understanding, which certainly 


is its true source. The scriptures every 
where assure us of the infinite holiness of 
God; it is impossible, therefore, that such a 
Being should be the author of any thing so 
foul as sin; and if there be passages, which 
appear at first sight to make him so, we must 
diligently examine them, and instantly ac- 
quiesce and rejoice in any other manner of 

I have mentioned one way, in which God 
i s0metimes represented in the '$criptures 
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.SERM. as tempting men, which is, when he suffets IM 

xv. them to fall into circumstances disadvan- * 
2A | : 

tageous to virtue, as a punishment for for- P* 

mer iniquities; when, because they have hl © 

already” hardened themselves, he vouchsafes Wi 

not to afford the influence of his holy spirit Ge 

to soften them: but there is yet another by 

way, in which God' sometimes tempts men, | 

and that is, when he brings them or suffen Ml 

chem to fall into trials, which he foresees * 

they will overcome; and thus gives them irs 

opportunities of displaying their own vi- ® 

tue, and of contributing to his glory, and il ein 

thẽ · edification of others. You are before * 

nie, I doubt not, in adverting to the case af 

Job; into what severe trials of his integrity bur 

did he fall! But God certainly would not i I 

have permitted this—would not have given iſ cl 

up so holy a personage to the attacks of his I m 

malicious enemy, had he not foreseen that Ii devi 

be would sustain them victorious. Now 2 how 

temptation of. this kind does not conduce goes 

b | co V 


chargeable on God. 


portioned ta their atrength. of resisting_ it; it 
is scldor above what they are able to bear; 
when it is insuperable by their own exertions, 
Un 
his grace to astist them. | 

Those enen 
who have hitherto been deserving, fall a 
ucrifice, never arise from God: this was the 
fit thing which I was to. prove; I cams 
gin in ourselves z-—* Every man is tempted 
« when he is drawn away of his own lust, 
and enticed,” Our sins are chargeable on 
not It is observable, that after the apostle has 
given exculpated God from being the author of 
f his IN temptation, he does not impute it to the 
chat devil, but to mankind themselves. That, 
owa however, there is such an evil spirit. who 
duce es about seeking whom he may «dues 
to Von. II. Q and 


to zin but to righteousness f it is intended as KRM. 
a favour to those to whose lot it falls, it is pro- . 


s ERM. and destroy, and who is allowed, to a cer. 
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tain degree, to entice the sons of men to 
evil, is, I think, very evident from various 
parts of holy writ; he entered into Judas t 
encourage him in the design, in which he 
had engaged, of betraying our Saviour 
he filled the heart of Ananias to lie to 
the Holy Ghost, and to keep back part of 
the price for which he had sold his estate, 
IFheri he pretended that he had given in the 
whole sum. But here we may remark, that 
this power is never ascribed to the devil in 
<cripture; but in the case of great and 
horrid sins, which men had either formerly 
committed, or of which they were now en-: a m 
tertaining designs; in both these instances I. 
which I have mentioned, it is said that the but 
inner had conceived intentions of hi dear 
wicked project before it is said that the Press 
devil entered into him to push him to the for, | 


execution of it. And indeed this seems to he w 


de the case, men first desert themselves, and Let 
2 8 a then 


chargeable on God. 


then God deserts them; they treacherously s E RM. 
destroy reason and conscience, the two XV. 


guards which he has given them to protect 
them from evil, and then he interferes not 
to prevent the devil from entering into 
them ; that evil spirit then takes possession, 
dut not before the habitation is swept and 
garnished for his reception. 

We ourselves are our greatest enemies; 
no such formidable perils await us from any 
other. quarter; God is our friend, and is 
earnestly desirous of our happiness; nor can 
the devil approach us without our having 
first laid ourselves open, and encouraged, in 
a manner, his attacks. 

Let us then fear no dangers from God, 
but expect all assistance, if we do but en- 
deavour to deserve it; neither let us be de- 
pressed by any apprehensions of the devil, 
for, unless by our own voluntary weakness, 
he will not be suffered to do us any injury. 
Let us place our chief guard on ourselves; 

| Q 2 let 
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6 AM. let us exert our utmost vigilance againgt 
8 2 our own evil passions; it is these, which 
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YV being pampered by mdulgence, and suffered 
— OWUGIRIDR:3-11 
destroy us. 3 

E is in e that 80 impute 8 
Aber to the general depravity of human 
nature, or to our. own particular situation; 
zuch excuzes will not be suffered to avail 
us. Wich respect to the first indeed, alloy. 
ance will probably be made for it, but then 
it will be on the supposition that we have 
used every effort to subdue it z and we must 
remember likewise, what aid we have been 
promised from heaven to assist us; if we 
do not succeed, at least in a degree, we may 
re that "we have. not done all that wa 
in our power. 

With regard to any particular Situation, 
and the fancied difficulties, with which our 


virtue may have to contend, let us recol- 


lect that the whole of human life is a state 


of 


S 5 EE ru YT rr == » _ 


4 


E & - 


chargeable on God. 


of probation ; that no temptations have be- SERM, 


fallen us but such as are common to man; 
that those trials which we meet with, are 
such as are allotted us by our Creator, and 
that it is in combating and subduing these 
that our spiritual warfare consists. We are 
not to say, if we had been born rich or 
powerful, if such or such misfortunes had 
not befallen us, if we had not been entangled 
in such or such unfavourable circumstances, 
we should, in that case, have retained our 
integrity; no- we are to do our duty in that 
state, in which it has pleased God to place 
us, assured that thus alone we can work out 
our salvation. 


SERMON 


SERMON XVI. 


— 
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SINS or MEN ARISING FROM A WANT OF 
THE FEAR OP COD, | 


AND THE INSTIGATIONS OF THE DEVIL. 


PRov. xvi. LATTER PART or v. 6. 


By the fear of the Lord men deer fm ei 


Taz wickedness, which is 80 prevalent SERM. 


amongst the human race, owes its exist- 
ence to various causes; there are, however, 
- two which have a more general and exten- 
sive influence than the rest; one of them, 
more particularly, in a greater or less de- 
gree, enters into the production of every 

24 crime. 
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SERM, crime, These two causes are, a want of a 
XVI, 
WY 


due apprehension of the Almighty, and, the 
instigation of the devil, The legislature 
of our country, on account of their great 
pre-eminence, has singled them out as giving 
rise to all these enormities, which require 
the interposition of the law: when the culprit 
stands charged with a breach of the public 
tranquillity, it is stated, you know, in the 
indictment, that he had not the fear of God 
before his eyes, and was seduced by the insti- 
gation of the devil. 

It shall be my endeavour in this dis- 
cure, to prove that these causes, and 
more particularly the first, are the only 
origin, not only of these enormities, which 
are of that magnitude and notoriety to call 
for human punishment, but of every other 
deviation from innocence, however slight or 


secret. 


And first, 1 assert, that all guilt arise 
from the want of a due fear of the Almighty; 
thi 
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a Want of the Fear God. 


this is the prime and grand cause of it. s ERM. 
The fear of God is frequently described XVI. 


in the scriptures as wisdom, as under- 
standing, as righteousness, that is, as being 
productive of all these in the person with 
whom it resides ; and, certainly, when it is 
entertained in that degree, which the majesty 
and sanctity of the object demands, such 
effects cannot but flow from it. For consider 
who God is, and what are his chief qualities; 
he is the creator and governor of the uni - 
yerse, he who spake, and it was done, 
commanded, and it was made fast; —he is a 
Being of infinite power, he is present every 
where, and privy to our most Secret trans- 
actions, If we had these ideas constantly 
before our eyes, is it possible that we 
ould ever dare to affront him by our- ini- 
quities? He made us, I said; he has there- 
fore a title to govern us, he has a right 
to our unlimitted obedience ; he is holiness 
izelf, and therefore of purer eyes than to 

behold 
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SERM, behold iniquity; he delights in virtue, and 


XVI. he hates vice with the most perfect hatred; 
WY 


he has strongly commanded the one, and 
forbidden the other; and has solemnly 


assured us, that he will reward or punish us 


according as we are guilty or innocent: 
this, as we cannot doubt his ability, so nei+ 


ther can we doubt his will to perform; and 


as he is every where present, a spectator of 
our most secret actions, we cannot pos- 
sibly form a hope of escaping detection. 
Now if this be the case, as it certainly is, 
is it not evident, when we fall into the com- 
mission of any sin, either that the fear of 
God is removed from before our eyes, or, 


which amounts to the same, that we do not 


entertain true notions of him? Is it pos- 
sible, otherwise, that the transient gratifi- 
cation of a moment, the hope of any 


; riches © or honours that this world can 


afford (which, when acquired, we may be 
deprived of immediately, and, at the best, 
| must 


thei 


FF 5 


cs 


IF 
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must Surrender so soon) could tempt us $ERM. 
into wickedness? I think it is not possible; XVI. 
| WW 


I think, if we had constantly before us an 
inspecting and avenging God, the hater 
and punisher of all unrighteousness; one 
who is able to cast both body and soul into 
hell, and who has solemnly denounced that 
awful menace against impenitent sinners, 
I think it must have an effectual influence 
on our lives and conversations. But, in- 
stead of this, we are too apt to thrust away 
ideas of this kind, too apt to banish them 
from our hearts, as interrupters and dis- 
turbers of our gaiety, or, what has the 
ame effect, to impair and weaken their 
impression, by encouraging false notions of 
their object. | | 
There is a particular scepticism in too 
many, with regard to the attributes of God; 
they doubt whether he possesses some qua- 
lities in that extent, in which reason and 
teripture assure us that he does; they 
| partly 
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SERM, partly persuade themselves that his pre. 
| 2 sence is not so universal as. it is repre- 
sented, or that he does not condescend to 


regard so minutely the concerns of such 


a creature as man; they flatter themselve: 
with hopes, besides, that he will not be 6 
rigidly just as they have been taught to 


imagine; infinitely powerful, infinitely good, 


they are willing to allow him; but they per- 
Suade themselves, that this latter attribute 


will restrain him in the exercise of his jus 


tice, and reflecting how frail a creature man 
is, and how apparently great the number of 
unrepenting sinners, they would fain be- 
lieve that they shall find safety in consider- 
ation of their frailty and their numbers. 
But if they did not endeavour. to deceive 
themselves, they could never reason in this 
manner; the omnipresence of God is 2 


| confirmed by revelation: nothing is 50 se- 


cret as to escape his inspection,—** He i 
« about 
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40 inconsiderable as to be beneath his regard; 
it extends even to the hairs of our head, 
all of which are numbered. Neither let us 
buoy ourselves up, and impair the influence 
which the fear of God would otherwise 
have by imputing our iniquities to our na- 
tural frailty, when we recollect what aids 
we are promised, and by what inducements 
we are incited to overcome it. An all- 
powerful Being will assist us, and there- 
fore we cannot fail, if our endeavours are 
zincere, of being victorious, and eternal 
glory and happiness will be the reward of 
our conquest: all pleas of difficulty and 
ability vanish before these considerations. 
But God is good, you have said, infinitely 
good, and, therefore, will never doom to 
endless destruction such a multitude of ap- 
parently impenitent sinners as we see 
around us. Do not rely upon this; you are 

9 a very 


e about our path, and about our bed, and 8E RM. 
« spieth out all our ways; nothing is so. X\E 


— — ——— — — U—ü 
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$ERM. a very improper judge of the extent of your 
XVI. neighbour's guilt ; it may be attended with 
WY 

extenuating circumstances, which you, who 

reason in this manner, well know is not the 

case with your own ; he may be in a state of 

Salvation, however it may appear otherwise 

to you; think not, therefore, to find safety in 

saying, I see all around me as bad as my- 

self,“ since you are very probably deceived, 

and if you are not, it is the height of absur. 

dity to suppose that the vicious will find. pro- 
tection in their numbers. 

The motives to the fear of God are 5 

strong, that it is, I think, manifest that (un- 

less they drive it assiduously from their 

minds, or impair its influence by false rea- 

soning on the object of it) men could not be 

$0 frequently betrayed. into the commission 

of gross wickedness: but when this is once 

done, another cause of vice begins to ope- 

rate. — the instigation of the devil! When 


that impregnable shield, a due apprehension 
of 
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of the Almighty; is removed, we become SE RM: 
naked and exposed to the fiery darts of our . 
wicked adversary, | 
The want of the fear of God waging 
cause of unrighteousness, the other is only 
subordinate; God suffers us not to be 
tempted above what we are able to resist, 
till we have cast off our veneration for him; 
he does not desert us, until we have first de- 
xerted ourselves; great as the envy and ma- 
lice of our enemy are, he dares. not molest us 
while he sees us Subordinate to the authority, 
and protected by the superintendance of an 
Almighty leader; it is no wonder that he then 
commences his attacks as soon as he perceives 
us defenceless. . ; 
This grand deceiver may PU have it 
in his power to influence our conduct two 
ways; he may either lead us into temp- 
tation by. bringing us into situations unfa- 
vourable to our virtue; or he may represent 
things in false and deceitful colours: the 
I Scripture 


ternal affairs of men in general, his influ 
| ence on their internal feelings cannot, | 


Sins of Men ariving from 

SK RM. Scripture gives an account of both; it de- 
XVI. scribes the devil as the author of all those 
misfortunes which fell on Job, with the ex- 

press design of tempting him to forsake his 


integrity; and it tells us that he entered 
into the heart of Judas to engage him t 
betray our Saviour, and of Ananias and 
Sapphira, to incite them to lie to the Holy 
Ghost; to those who encourage in thei 
hearts sensual ideas, he may administer oc- 
casions of carrying their favourite passion 
into action; the covetous he may mislead 
with the opportunity of gain, the ambitiow 
with the prospect of honours and of power; 
he may be permitted to facilitate and for- 
ward their access to the darling object of 
their affection, that they may more easily de- 
$troy themselves in making the fatal acqui- 
sition. Or, if we should not allow that he 
is able to take 30 active a part in the er- 


think, 


4 Want of the Fear God. 
des WY think, be doubted; perhaps he has it in hi s Nd. 


hose power, if not originally to put in motion 
ex. our evil passions, at least to administer+ ſuel 


to them, when we have willingly permitted 
them to assail us; perhaps. he is able to in- 
dispose us, to render us slothful and. inactive 
towards any exertions of virtue and bengvas 
lence, or perhaps he has a certain influence on 
our reason, can make it see objects in false 
colours, and thus render it inadequate! to the 
office of directing our conduet with that 
afety for which it was bestowed, an us by 
Cod. I should suppose that by each of these 
vays. our subtle and powerful enemy ensnares 
d destroys us; but of these, the last is the 
most dangerous, and consequently that against 
which we should be most on our guard. 
E is probable that the devil is at the bot - 
tom of those false ideas which many men 
entertain of the attributes of God; that, 
when we are about to fall into any Frime, 
tom which perhaps a thorough conviction 

vor. II. e of 
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. of the presenee and observation of the Al- 
misbey, and: of his strict justice, would re- 
strain us, the adversary of our souls instills 

into vs doubts and hesitations, makes w 

parley and deliberate, represents to us the 

infinite greatness of God, and that, removed 

25 he is so far above us, and wrapt up in 

his transcendent majesty, it is not likely he 

chould attend to the concerns of 30 insignif. 

eunt a being as man; or, if this be too stule 

an argument, he eauses us to reason on bis 

goodness and mercy; and tries to permade 

us that he-will not be so extreme to mark 

what is done amiss, as the scriptures de- 

Scribe him. If by reasoning of this kind, 

he be able to argue a sinner out of his fer 

of divine punishment, he has other fallacies 
ready to bring forward to-diminish his dread 

of the punishments of men; in the fir 
place, if the nature of the crime will at all 
bear it, he flatters the hesitating sinner with 

the hope or the oertainty of escaping detec- 

G 4 tion ; 
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tion; bur if this be impossible, he persuades 28 RM. 
him that his being discovered will be attended I. 


with no ill consequences — that, though 
known to be a culprit, he shall yet, by some 
circumstance, escape the vengeance of the 
law, If the crime be not of so deep à die, 
or one which does not so materially affect the 
peace of gociety—if it be one froth the com- 
mission of which the credit and character 
chiefly are endangered, our enemy points out 
the number of those who have been guilty, 
with impunity—bids us mark: how- they are 
still caressed and respected by their fellow- 
creatures, and insinuates that perhaps some 
of them have found the means of alluring. this 
kindness by their very crimes. 
Fraud and rapine are frequently the steps 
to wealth; and wealth, no matter how ob- 
tained, rarely fails to procure to its possessor 
deſerence and respect; but let it be remem- 
bered, that this is only in appearance: in ap- 
pearance, I must admit that it does too often 
R 2 happen, 
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s ERM. happen, but never in reality; — those who 


bow lowest to the grandeur of the prosperous 
villain, cannot really honour - him; but; 
though mean enough to pay outward homage 
to his possessions, they, in their hearts (sor- 
did wretches as they are) despise and detest 


the man. 


I will dismiss this subject, by observing, 
that the instances of successful wickedness 
are single, while in the common and usual 
course of worldly affairs it meets with its 
deserved punishment ; here and there, a par- 
ticular villain may be pointed out, who has 
escaped the punishment of the laws and the 
open contempt and detestation of his fellows, 
while there are numbers who are yearly fall- 
ing sacrifices to public justice, and multitudes 
of less atrocious criminals, who are over- 
whelmed with justly merited infamy. 
All the. other arguments which the devil 
may bring forward to persuade us, when he 
is tempting us to sin, of the impunity of it 
| with 


a Want of the Fear of God. 


with respect to our persons, fortunes, and SERM. 
characters, might be easily refuted, if we XVI. 


reasoned with unbiassed minds; but, while 
our passions are engaged on his side, he seldom 
fails to subdue us. | 

Let us then, whenever we find ourselves 
tempted to do what our conscience suggests 
to be wrong, be aware that we are not then 
in a proper state to argue on the innocence 
or guilt of it—let us stay till a cooler mo- 
ment—and, even then, let us recollect how ' 
much the devil is interested to deceive us;— 
let us be upon our guard against his wiles ;— 
and let us, in addition, call in to our. aid the 
fear of God—and so we shall be fully able to 
quench the fiery darts of the wicked one. 
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SERMON XVII 


DELAY OF PUNISHMENT THE CAUSE or SIN. 


— 


*ECCLESIASTES viii. 11. 


Becanse 5entence against an evil work is not 
executed peedily, therefore the beart of the 
Sons of men is fully art in them to do evil. 


Warn the punishments which are de- gp am. 
nounced against impiety and vice are so XVII. 
alarmingly dreadful, it gems hard to con- YO 
ceive that any men should be found so in- 
attentive to their own interest, as to ven- 
ture to provoke them. The text informs 
us whence this arises; it tells us that 
this temerity and madness is owing to the 

R 4 delay 


248 


XVII. 
3 


Delay of Punishment 


$ERM. delay of justice, it is because the exaction 


of the penalty does not immediately follow 
the commigsion of the crime, but that some 
uncertain space intervenes. — * Because 
tc gentence against an evil work is not exe- 


« cuted ꝓpeedily, therefore the heart of the 


te sons of men is fully set in them to do 


_« evil.“ 


It is the purpose of this discourse to set 
before you some of the conclusions that 
men draw from this delay of punishment, 
by which they encourage and harden them- 
selves in their sins, and to shew the falsity 
of such conclusions their folly and ingra- 


titude. 


And first, there are said to be some, 
"who, on seeing the sinner uninterrupted in 
his wickedness for a long time, conclude 


that there is no God, or, if there be one, 


that he takes no notice of what is doing 


upon earth; but as I am addressing a Chris- 


tian copgregation, I need not set myself to 


: -* 


'' hab 9aJ g answer 
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answer this argument. 


server of human affairs. 

A second argument, by which some, who 
may have a small sense of religion in 
them, deceive themselves, is this; they 
think that, because sin goes unpunished for 
the present, it is not therefore so great an 
evil, nor $0 entirely offensive and provoking 
to God, as it is represented. But how ab- 
zurd and ungrateful is this! Because God 
does not take immediate vengeance on us, 
when we disobey his commands, we there- 
fore venture to set them at nought, and 
persuade ourselves that this disobedience is 
a matter of no importance. All kinds of 
zin, we allow, are strictly forbidden in our 
Bible, and heavy penalties denounced against 
them; but because these penalties do not 
instantly follow, we therefore foolishly doubt 
whether they will be exacted at all; because 
ve experience the greatness of God's mercy 

ä in 


You all allow that 8 ERM. 
there is a God, and that he is an exact ob- XII. 


SERM. in affording us time for repentance, we 
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therefore pre sumptuously conclude against 
his justice and veracity. He hath solemny 
worn that the sinner who continues impe- 
nitent, and dies in his sins, shall not enter 
into his rest; and do ve impiously imagine, 
because the execution of this tremendous 
threat is deferred for a short time, that the 
oath of the God of truth shall fail ?>—Ca 
an impunity of thirty or forty years lead us 
to such an absurd conclusion as this ?—of 
thirty or forty years which are but as a gran 
of sand in comparison with the sea shore, but 
as a single moment in respect to eternity | 
But still farther,—during this present li 
we are upon our. trial, and till. that is ended, 
it would scarce seem equitable that sen- 
tence should be passed:; nor was it ever 
intended by G e eee exact justice 
in this world. 

Tou rewamber: che pande of the tan 


mixed with the wheat; the servants of the 
house 
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houscholder are in haste to root out and $ERM. 


destroy them; but he interposes and pre- 
vents it Let them (says he) both grow 
« together until che harvest, and in the 
« tirne of harvest I will say to the reapers, 
* Gather ye together, first the tares, and 
« bind them into bundles to burn them; but 
gather the wheat into my barn.“ | 
Our Saviour, at the request of his dis. 
ciples, explained to them this parable ; he 
wheat, the children of the kingdom, i. e. 
good people; the tares, the children of the 
wicked one, i. e. bad people: that this 
wicked one, who $owed them, was the 


devil; that the harvest was the end of the- 
world, and the reapers the angels As 


therefore (added he) the tares are ga- 
« thered together and burned in the fire, 
ee 30 shall it be in the end of the world. 
„ The son of man shall send forth his 
angels, and they shall gather out of his 

« king- 
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SERM. © kingdom all things that offend, and them 


cc which do iniquity, and shall cast them 
« into a furnace of fire: there shall be 


ee wailing and gnashing of- teeth. Then 
e shall the righteous shine forth as the sun 
'« in the kingdom of their Father.” _ - 


Yow see our Savieur himself tells uy 
that judgment yill not take place agains 


Zinners till the end of the world; we have 
Whtcrefore no reason to be surprized at their 
present impunity, nor can we at all argue 
from it, that sin is no evil, or that it is not 
displeasing to God, or that he will not take 
severe vengeance on those who commit it 
The truth is, we have much ground to ap- 
prehend, that the longer the punishment of 


the wicked is delayed, the more heavy and 
dreadful it will be, when it does fall on 
them! God spares them for the present; 
he permits them to fill up the measure of 


their sins, but in the mean time he fills up 


the vials of his wrath; he shews forth his 


mercy 
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mercy in this world, but in the next he will 8 ERM. 


8 *. XVIL 
ew forth his justice; now he restrains 


his anger, and permits the unrighteous to 
triumph in their safety, but the time will 
come when he will make amends for this 
apparent indifference—when he will vindi- 
cate his insulted majesty in the sight of 
men and angels. Go on then thou, who 
presumest on the long · suffering of God, 
yield to every evil temptation, follow the 
bent of every corrupt passion, walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the sight of 
thine eyes; but know thou, that in the mean 
time thou art treasuring up to thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God. 

Or take the matter in another light, and 
Suppose (what is also true) that the Al- 
mighty means by this delay of sentence, to 
give the sinner time and encouragement to 
repent of his wickedness, and reſorm his 
life ; what an ungrateful turn is it to give 

to 
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| SERM, to this goodness, to conclude from it, tha 
W the disobedience of God's commands is 2 


matter of no consequence, and that it is 
not greatly offensive to him, but that, be- 
cause he graciously suspends, he will there: 
fore never inflict punishment. 

Far different is the reasoning which a ge- 
nerous mind would suggest; O God (it 
© would prompt us to say) O gracious 
© God, who desirest not the death of a sin - 
© ner, but rather that he should- turn from 
© his wickedness and live; blessed be thy 
© holy name, that thou hast afforded us 
© time for recollection and repentance: 
< what must have been our condition it 
© thou hadst cut us off in our $sins'!! Pre- 
vent us from abusing thy patience, and 
© enable us to take advantage of thy long- 
* suffering; through thy mercy the gate of 
© life is still open to us, Oh! grant us gras 
| © to enter, ere it close against us, and ex- 

« clude us for ever l | 5 


But 


* che” Cuutẽ of Sin. 


But aſter all, God, even in this world, has sE wm. 
not left us without proofs. of the evil nature XVII. 
NS 


of sin, and of his: perfect hatred of it; witness 
the distarbed reflections and alarming antici- 
pations of the wicked; that hell, which is 
dready begun in the grilty bozom,—a guilty 
conscience; —witness that flood of waters 
which - overwhelmed the whole earth, and 
destroyed all flesh for their corruption and 
violence; witness the destruction of those 
iniquitous cities Sodom and Gomorrah, by 
that terrible shower of fire and brimstone; 
witness' the instantaneous death of Ananias 
and Sapphira for their falsehood and hypo- 
erisy; — witness these and a multitude of other 
instances, which history has handed down to 
us, of the present punishment of- iniquity, 
both in particular persons, and also of whole 
ations :—50 that God has not leſt us even 
here without sufficient warning of the evil 
of sin, and of its dangerous and destructive 

A third 


| 
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ERM. A third set of persons, who suffer theth- 


XVI. selves to be betrayed into ruin by this 


delay of sentence, are those, who, acknow- 


ledging the heinous nature of sin, and the 
danger to which it exposes them, do yet 
continue in their wickedness, because they 
think that they shall have abundance of 
time, before they die, for repentance. But 
this is $0 great a hazard in all respect, 
that there is no venturing upon it. In the 
first place, they cannot be certain that time 
will be allowed them; they may be cut off 
in a moment, and in the grave there is 
nothing to be done in religion, —as ;the tree 
falls, 50 it lies: or if that portion of life, 
with which they flatter themselves, should 
be granted, the probability is chat they will 
be more unwilling to forsake their sins at 
some future time, than they are at present 
What was begun by passion may be con- 


firmed by habit, and from having his merey 
$0 long despised, God may be tempted. en- 


tirely 
4 
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without which they will be altogether unequal 
to any good work. It is owing to God that 
they are alive at this moment; let them then 
take those measures which alone can deter- 
mine whether, with respect to them, his 
hong suffering be a mercy: let them this 
* Instant make their peace with him, lest his 


„ patience be wearied out, and no farther 
be opportunity be allowed them. 
2 I shall mention only one more unhappy 


consequence which sinners draw from this 
s celay of punishment, and that is, that 
rer WMthough certain, it is yet distant, and $0 
fe, distant, that they cannot think of it with 
uld any great degree of concern. This is a 
range, and yet, I fear, no very uncommon 
a Mcongolation. | | 
If a future judgment must come, if we 
nust one day give an account of all our 
houghts, words, and actions, and (accord- 
Is as we have done well or ill) be re- 
Vol. II. 8 wurde d 


.en- 


ticely to withdraw from them his holy spirit, s E RN. 
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ERM. warded wich everlasting happiness, or doomed 


N 7 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to everlasting misery,—it diminishes very 
httle the weight of this tremendous truth 
that this judgment and these punishment; 


will not take place till some remote period; 


FO 
us- 
me 
to 
or 
how great they will be, and how long they till 
will last is the only important consideration; no 
and when we hear that they will be in appe 
indet 
$oul 


degree above our most alarming conceptions, 


and that to their duration there will be 10 
end, we ought surely to count it nothing, apart 
even if a long time were . to clap WM the | 
before they began. if it 

But we may be mistaken, even in thi reflec 
point; judgment may be nearer to us thai of thi 
we imagine; we may be called to render 


Sees i 
up our accounts much sooner than we ex- it to | 
pect: and when we vainly flatter ovurselve it! £ 
with many more years of ease and luxuy ticular 


when every thing appears to smile upon u 

the decree may then be sealed, and the com 

mandment come forth to summon us to « 
I 
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us—and, immediately on death, follows judg- 
ment !—for whether we are instantly brought 
to trial, at our departure from this world, 
or whether we lay insensible in the grave 
ill the consummation of all things, makes 
no difference the intervening time will 
appear but as a single moment. There is 
indeed a third opinion, which is— that the 
zoul will exist and retain all its faculties, 
apart from the body, from the decease of 
the man till the end of the world ;—but, 
if it be so, how dreadful must be the 
reflections and terrors with which the soul 
of the sinner will be oppressed, who fore- 
ces its Own inevitable doom, and yet knows 
it to be impossible to do any thing to avert 
it! So that whether sentence on each par- 
ticular person follows instantly on his death, 
or whether we lie insensible in the grave till 
the general judgment, or whether the soul 


live separate from the body, seems matter of 


S 2 little 
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. 


260 


S ERM. 


XVII. 
2 


Delay of Punishment 


little importance; in the two former cases, 
it appears to me to be just the same; and, in 
the latter, IT see not that it can afford any just 
grounds of consolation to the wicked. 

From what has been said, I trust that the 
folly and ingratitude of being bold in our sins, 
because the punishment of them is not in- 
flicted immediately, will be sufficiently evi- 
dent: — would to God that we may all, not 


. only at this present moment, perceive it, bu 


that it may sink deep into our hearts, and 


influence our future conduct! 


Let us ever remember how insignificant 
this life is, in comparison with eternity | pas 
but a few short years, and all those, who nov 
crowd the scene, will be mouldering in their 
graves l==even the very memory of them 
(save of some distinguished few) shall be no 
more !-—but their works will follow even the 
most obscure; —their merits will one day be 
drawn from their dread abode, . and pro- 
claimed and recompensed in the face of ti 

6:2 | | universe 
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universe then will God's perfect hatred of sin, s E RM. 
and his veracity and justice, be conspicuous ! XXII. 
then will the sinner, who distrusted the 
execution of his threats, or made light of 

them because of their distance, be terribly 
convinced of his error ; while the righteous 

man, who, by patient continuance in well 

doing, shewed his faith in his promises, shall 

receive rewards infinitely surpassing his most 

unguine hopes and conceptions. 


S 3 SERMON 


* 


_— _ _— — 
8 
9 0 . 
- 


SERMON XVIII. 


AGAINST MALICE AND RESENTMENT. - 


ROMANS xii. FORMER PART OF v. 17. 


Recompense to no man evil for evil. 


Turns is no virtue which is more fre- $ERM. 
quently and strongly inculcated in the gos- XVIII. 
pel, than the forgiveness of those who have 

injured us. Good will towards his enemies 

is an indispensable requisite in the forma- 

tion of the character of a Christian; it is 

the condition on which alone his own faults 

can be pardoned, and his imperfect obedi- 

ence meet with acceptance, The truth of 

this assertion is so glaring, that it is scarce 

f ; S 4 possible 
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$ERM. possible to read a page of the New Testa. 
S, ment, without being convinced of it; yet 


has it happened from various causes that 
there is no law of our religion, which is 
more openly or more frequently violated, 
The greatness of the provocation — the 
want of duty, or proper respect, in the 
person who has offended us his ingrati- 
tude—the dread lest he should triumph in 
our forbearance, and be encouraged to new 
insults—the apprehension of the scorn and 
contempt. of the world, are all alleged as 
excuses for resentment and retaliation: 
passion and pride are, in this instance, 
combined against virtue; the one is raised 
instantly, and prompts us to inflict pain on 
the person from whom we have received it; 
the other operates more leisurely, but, un- 
happily, with greater effect; it forbids us to 


forgive, though we are no longer enraged; 
it commands us to revenge, though we wish 


ſor reconciliation. 
A Among 


e 


Against Malice and Resentmnt. 


Among the many errors in the opinions 8 


of mankind, there is none which is pro- 
ductive of more unhappiness, and perhaps 
of more guilt, than that which has annexed 
che idea of meanness and cowardice to a 
quiet submission to an injury; the party 
offended scarce, perhaps, on some occa- 
sions, feels the offence, on others he would 
be willing to overlook it, but the eye of the 
world is upon him, he fancies that he is ex- 
pected to exert himself, and is 0 
from regard to his reputation. 

From the weakness of human nature, 
from the various competitions of men, 
from all desiring to obtain that which can 
only be the property of a few, it must ne- 
cessarily happen, that offences will often 
de given, injuries frequently be done; no 
command therefore could be more worthy 
of him, at whose birth peace was proclaimed 
upon earth, than to forgive: forgiveness 
puts a sudden op to the most material 
7 conse- 
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consequences of an injury, it prevents it 
from extending beyond its natural effects, 
it composes the mind of him who is 
agorieved, and probably reduces the repent. 
ance of the aggressor. Whereas, if the per. 
son offended were at liberty to avenge the 
offence, if he were free to return what he 
had suffered, himself the judge, it is scarcely 
possible that he should so measure his re- 
venge, as not to exceed the pain he had re- 
ceived; his adversary, at least, will never 
allow the justice of his punishment; the same 
malicious or overbearing temper, which ex- 
cited the first injury, will put him on justify- 
ing it; be, in his turn, will have recourse to 
retaliation, and a continued series of hostilities 
will be the consequence. Into what a state 
then would society be reduced! at home the 
gnawings of malice, the gloom of hatred, and 
sullen meditations on revenge; abroad, secret 


calumnies, open reproaches, violence, and, 


not unfrequently, bloodshed. 
Every 
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it i Ruvery consideration of justice and equity 6E RN. 
ts, is on the side of forgiveness: there wn 


i man but who must be conscious of his 
u. own frailty, and of the need in which him- 
r- self stands of remission of offences: some - 
he times, perhaps, he has been injurious to 
he his fellow-creature, and certainly often re- 
ly bellious against his Creator; let him then 
_ exert an indulgence, which he expects—let 
28 him forgive, as he hopes to be forgiven. 
ret Why should he look, in his own case, for 
— the allowance which he is not willing to 
me grant in the case of others? How dare he 
ty- presume that his own frailties will be 
to passed by, while himself is extreme to 
mark what is done amiss ? It is in vain 
— that he alleges greatness of provocation, 
the or height of ingratitude ; he is not the 
and proper judge; whilst he is under the do- 
minion of his resentment, he ought to sus- 
nd, pect that it is not probable he should be 

just; he may feel more, perhaps, of the 
ery injury 


Apainst Malice and Resentment. 


SERM, injury than was intended, his self. love may 
XVIII. represent it to him in aggravated colours; 


what was possibly merely the effect of mis- 
take or negligence, he may attribute to de- 
sign; he is encompassed indeed on every side 
with error, which he can only hope to escape 
by subduing his resentment. 

But, grant that you have been indeed 
provokingly treated and heinously wrong- 
ed, are you to give up the government of 
your temper, and to yield yourself a prey 


to the torments of rage, because your 


enemy has been unjust? are you to en- 
danger your eternal salvation, because 
your friend has been ungrateful? Alas! 
this is to reveuge the faults of others on 
yourself; it is to swell the bulk, and in- 
crease the acrimony of their offences; it 
is to confer on them a fatal importance, 
which they could receive from none but 


yourself, The utmost that the malice of 


man can do affects only the body—extends 
o not 
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not beyond this world; it is ourselves alone SERM, 


that can cast both body and soul into hell. 
Vou remember the treatment of the 


zervant in the parable, who, after having - 


received from his lord a generous forgive- 
ness of a large debt, went and used the 
utmost severity against one of his fellow- 
Servants, who owed him a small debt.— 
« O thou wicked servant (said his lord) 
c I forgave thee that debt because thou 
« desiredst me: shouldest not thou also 
e have had compassion on thy fellow- 
« gervant, even as I had pity on thee? 
« And the lord was wroth, and delivered 
e him to the tormentors, till he should 
« pay all that was due unto him.” Pre- 
cisely in the same case stands the unmer- 


ciful, unforgiving man. If God were ex- 


treme to mark what is done amiss, which 
of us should live another day, to be of- 
fended or to offend ? He created us, he pre- 
Serves us, and he redeemed us; yet we are 

constantly 
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SERM. constantly injuring —perpetually provoking 
XVIII. him. Of what ingratitude towards us can our 


earthly brother be :guilty, in comparison 
of what 'we are guilty towards our heavenly 


Father! 


Let us beware, then, lest by our own 


rigours we create a precedent against our- 


gelves, © With what judgment we judge, 
* we shall be judged; with what measure 
« we mete, it shall be measured to us 
« again,” When we are inclined to be un- 
forgiving, let us remember the menace to 


which we expose ourselves: after our Sa- 


viour had related to his disciples the se- 
verity which was exercised against the un- 
merciful servant, he immediately added 
ie So likewise shall your heavenly Father 
« do unto. you, if ye ſrom your hearts for- 
« give not every one his brother their 
* trespasses. 


If example have any sway with us, all 
that there is of great or good in the uni- 


verse 


- = 
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verse is on the side of mercy and forgive- S ERM. 
ness. Though his majesty be so daringly XVIII. 


violated, though his commands be 0 re- 


belliously disobeyed, though we are conti- 


nually provoking him by our insults and 
iniquities, yet is the Great Governor of 
heaven and earth slow to anger, and eager 
to forgive; time, warning, assistance to 
repent and regain his favour, are all amply 
bestowed on ungrateful man. God de- 
« gireth not the death of a sinner, but 
« rather that he should turn from his 
*« wickedness and live.” Hostile as he is 
to every species of iniquity, and boundless 
as is his power to punish it, his most fa- 
vourite title 1s—the Father of Mercies. If 
we look to the conduct of the Son of God, 
the virtue of forgiveness is also eminently 
conspicuous ; his whole life indeed was one 
continued instance of it: —in return for 
reproaches he bestowed instruction; in re- 
turn for personal insults* he put up peti- 

tions 
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SERM. tions for the insulter, in return for death 


XVIII. 


he gave redemption: — © When he was 


cc reviled, he reviled not again; when he 
«© <uffered, he threatened not. Nor did 
his amiable disposition forsake him when 
in his dying agonies—his last prayer was 


for his murderers—* Father, forgive them, 


tc for they know not what they do.” The 
same virtue has also in general made a part 
of the character of those illustrious persons, 
whom history hath handed down to us as most 
worthy of her encomiums; clemency and re- 
concileableness have added a lustre to all 
their other virtues. 

Since there are so many motives to for- 
giveness, — since our quiet in this world, 
and our happiness in the next, depend 
upon it, since it is recommended to us 
by the example of holy and illustrious 
men, of our Saviour. Christ, and of God 
himself, it seems extraordinary that any 
Should be found, who will give a place in 

their 
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their breasts to those bad passions, resent- SE RM. 
ls n 
ment and revenge: the. truth is, that how 


ever inclined to forgive, they pusillani- 
mously suffer themselves to be deterred 
from it from a. fear of being despised by 
the world, from a dread of sinking in the 
opinion of their fellow-mortals, of beings, 
hose Superiority they are under no obli- 
gation to acknowledge, and who, when 
courted *with the utmost attention, can 
confer no valuable or lasting reward; of 


beings, who ignorantly judge what they 


have never examined, or partially. deter- 
mine what they do not understand. He 
that can descend to sue for the favour of 
mch frail creatures at the price of his in» 
nocence, who can suffer their praises to 
nduce him to disobey the great Governor 
of the world, has little reason to be proud 
it the greatness of his mind, and must 
„ When he awakens to reflection, 
Vor, II. * become 
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$ERM, become despicable in his own eyes, and shrink 
Foe org with pants at the remembrance of his folly 
| The utmost qi to which hu- 

manity can arrive, is a constant and deter- 

minate pursuit of virtue, without any re 
gard to present danger or advantage. Let 

us not then turn to the right hand or to 

the left, either swayed by the applauses, or 
terrified by the censures of the world ; but 

let us go straight on in that path, which 

the author of our religion has marked out, 

and which our own conscience will tell us 

leads to life and happiness: let no fable 
opinion of dignity or honour deter us from 

mercy and forgiveness, and invite us to 
resentment. - Of him who hopes to. be for- 

given, it is indispensably necessary that he 
forgive; no motive then ought to have 

the least weight when put in competition 


with this. On this virtue of forgiveneaſ 


An : eternit] 
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nk eternity is suspended, and to him who refuses SE RM. 
lly to practise it, the throne of mercy- is inacces- III. 

sible, and the Saviour of the world * been 
hu- born in vain. Food 
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SERMON XIX. 


THE CONVERSION OF ST. PAUL, 
8 


1 CoxinTHIANS xv. PART OF v. 10. 


T laboured more abundantly than they all. 


Tars day is appointed by our church to be g x RH. 


kept sacred in memory of the conversion XIX. 
of St. Paul. Whether we consider the ex- 
traordinary circumstances which produced 
this conversion, or whether we look to the 
advantage which the Gentile world, and we, 
among others, have received from it, in 
either view, both reason and gratitude de- 
mand that it should be had in everlasting 
remembrance. 


TY I pro- 


A 


* 


The Conversion of St. Paul. 


SERM. Tpröpddc in this" discburse to enter con- 


cisely into the history and character of this 
illustrious apostle, and to shew the argu- 
ment which his conversion affords in fa- 
vour of che truth of Christianity, and, 
lastly, to lay down some rules for your 
practice, which the acts described may 
zuggest. | 
By the conversion of St. Paul is meant, 
his quitting the Jewish, and embracing the 
Christian religion. St. Paul was born at 
Tarsus, of Jewish parents; their circum- 
| stances were probably opulent, though they 
brought up their son to the trade of tent- 
making; for it was usual with the Jews, 
Whatever fortune they were able to give 
their children, to have them instructed in 
some trade, both to keep them from idle- 
ness, and that they might have some re- 
source, if their circumstances should ever 
require 33 | 
—— Seed the rudiments, of his 
| education 
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education at his native place, he was sent, s E RR. 
at a certain time, to complete it at Jerusa- . 
lem, and was placed under the care of Ga- 
maliel, the most eminent Jewish teacher 

of his time. Here St. Paul made a great 
proficiency, © and became expert in all the 

e customs and questions which are among 

« the Jews.” The sect of which he made 

choice was that of the Pharisees, the most 

strict of all others, and being of a warm 
temper, he became exceedingly * for 

the Jewish religion. 

This was not long after the death of 
Christ, but yet his followers had greatly 
increased in numbers; and as they did not 
Scruple to assert, that the religion which 
they taught was to be erected on the ruins 
of Judaism, they gave very serious alarms 
to the Jews. Among others, St. Paul, be- 
leving the whole to be an imposture, and 
verily thinking (as he says) that he ought 
to do many things contrary to the name 

14 of 


The Conversion of St. Paul. 


$ERM. of Jesus of Nazareth, became extremely 


irritated against the Christians, he gave his 
voice against, them, punished them oft 
in every synagogue, and compelled them 
to blaspheme 3 and when the first martyr, 
Stephen, was executed, St. Paul was con- 


&enting to his death, and stood by and took | 


care of the clothes of those who stoned 
It was soon after this, that, not contented 
with what he had done at Jerusalem, he 
went to the chief priests, and solicited from 
him letters to the synagogues of Damas- 


cus, which might authorize him to take 


and imprison all those whom he found 
adhering to the name of Christ: But as 
he was in the midst of his journey, full of 
his unjust purpose, about noon, a light 
from heaven, above the brightness of the 
zun, shone round about him, and those 
who were with him; and when they were 
all fallen to the earth, St. Paul heard a 


voice 
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voice speaking to him in the Hebrew 
tongue, and saying — “ Saul, Saul, why 
« persecutest thou me? it is hard for thee 
te to kick against the pricks;” and he said, 
« Who art thou, Lord?” And the voice 
answered“ I am Jesus, whom thou per- 
« secutest. But rise, and stand upon thy 
e feet: for I have appeared unto thee for 
« this purpose, to make thee a minister 
« and a witness, both of these things which 
« thou hast seen, and of those in the which 
« I will appear unto thee; delivering thee 
© from the people and from the Gentiles, 
* unto whom I now send thee; to open 
« their eyes, and to turn them from dark- 
ness to light, and from the power of 
« Satan unto God, that they may receive 
* forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
* among them which are sanctified : by 
e faith, that is in me.” And when 
Paul arose, he was blind, and those who 
were with him took him by the hand- 

and 
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SERNM, and brought him to Damascus; and. he 
XIX. - - . 
continued blind for three days, and neither 


did eat nor drink. But after three days 
were past, he was visited, by the command 
of God, by a devout Christian called Ana- 
nias, and at his word received his sight. 
Immediately from that time he became 


obedient to the heavenly vision, and was 
as remarkably active and zealous in sup- 


porting and propagating Christianity, as 
he had formerly been in opposing and per- 
secuting it. His whole life was spent in 
labours and travels for this divine pur- 
pose; difficulties, dangers, sufferings of 
every kind, he voluntarily and . joyfully 
encountered for this end; and he finally 
laid down his life in the same glorious 
Such are the outlines of the history 
of this illustrious apostle; it forms one 
among many invincible proofs of the truth 
el. our religion. Heie is a man Song 

attached 
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e attached to a particular cause, with all the 8E RM. 
er prejudices of birth and education in its XIX. 
hs favour; in the same proportion also he Rb 
is adverse to another cause, which he 
* looks on as entirely opposite to his own; 
u. he has openly shewn both his friendship 
ne and his enmity, nay, he has gone So far 
as. zs to solicit a public commission, by which 
p- WM he might be able more effectually to gra- 
* tiy them. Yet in the midst of all his 
ok zeal, we behold him suddenly changing his 
xntiments, and labouring and preaching. in 
ar- favour of that very religion, which he had 
det out, determined to overthrow. 
iy Now to what can we attribute this, but 
ly WW to the strongest conviction of his former 
mistaken notions, and of the justice of 
those which he had now adopted. He 
ory I could possibly have no other motive for 
doing what he did, but the strongest per- 
". I Suation that it was right. He could not 
gy hope either to gain riches ' or honour by 
this 
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SERM. this change ; on the contrary, he was cer- 
XIX. tain to forfeit both; the party which he 


left were in the possession of all worldly 
goods, the party he embraced were entirely 
destitute; from the former he could ex- 


pect nothing but abuse, enmity, and per. 


Secution (which we find he constantly 


experienced) from the latter, who were 


poor and weak, and whose numbers were 
comparatively. very small, he could nei- 
ther look for support nor protection. He 
could not change his religion with a view 
of becoming great and powerful in that 
party to whom he betook himself; for 
we do not find him ever asserting any 
Superiority over them, or pretending to any 
thing more than independence; on the 
contrary, he constantly acknowledges how 
blameable he had formerly been in afflict- 


ing the Christians, and names himself, on 


that account, less than the least of the 
apoxtles ; besides, eminence in this new 
sect 


3 
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sect was certainly not an object of ambi- 88 RM, 
tion to a reasonable man, who was not tho» XIX. 
| 388 


roughly. convinced of the truth of their 
opinions; for, in so poor and despised a 
society, it could confer no worldly advan- 
rages, but only exposed those who might 
attain it, to more severe and inevitable 
persecution. i 

It is clear then, that no other adequate 
motive can be assigned for St. Paul's cone 
version, but his being persuaded of its jus- 
ice; — the conclusion therefore is, that 
he firmly helieved the Christian religion, 
which he embraced, to be gent from God, 
But perhaps an enemy to our faith might 
ay—that St. Paul was deceived, that the 
whole was a trick put upon him, and con- 
trived by the Christians to gain over to 
their party so active an adversary ; — but 
Iwill be bold to say that the circumstances 
of the case were such as to render this 
absolutely impossible. A company of men 


ras. 
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SERM. travelling along the high road at nooh-day, 


XXX. 


are all of a sudden struck to the ground 
by a great light, exceeding the brightness 
of the sun—they all see the light and hear 
a voice — but only one of them, St. Paul, 
distinctly understands what is said; upon 
their arising from the ground, St. Paul is 
found to be totally blind, and those who 
are with him are obliged to take him by 
the hand and lead him to the city, whither 
they are going; he continues blind for 
three days, till his sight is wonderfully 
restored at the word of a devout person, 
of whose coming and doing him this bene- 
volent office he is before apprized in a vision; 
he is likewise informed, by the same person, 
that he is a chosen instrument to preach the 
religion of Christ, throughout the world. 


Now in all this, there could possibly be no 
deception ;'— therefore St. Paul became a 


Christian on just and sure need the 
Christian religion is true- 1 


The 


The Curdersion of St. Paul. 


The lessons for our own practice, which SERM. 
might be drawn from the character and xxx. 


history of St. Paul, are various; I shall 
content myself with pointing out, on the 
present occasion, one which the words of 
the text particularly suggest.— I laboured 
© more abundantly than they all.“ The 
natural warmth of St. Paul's. temper might 
possibly have its part in promoting this 
extraordinary diligence ; but it was, doubt- 
less, much increased by the remembrance 
of the hostilities which he had formerly 
exercised against the Christian cause. In 
like manner it behoves every one, who, 
either from error or depravity, has been 
guilty of sins, when he once turns away 
from his wickedness, to exert himself in 
the most strenuous manner in attaining the 
greatest heights of virtue. | 


This is peculiarly necessary in the pe- 
nitent, whether he considers the propriety 


of making atonement for past miscar- 


riages, 
1 
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SERM. riages, or whether he. would guard against 
1 the danger of a relapse, to which a medio- 
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crity, of zeal would expose him, It is 


clearly requisite, according to every rule 


of justice, that they who have affronted 
God, by their impieties, in the former 
part of their lives, should make him all 
the amends in their power by excess of 
adoration and obedience in the latter; and 
that they who have injured mankind by 
their vices, or debauched them by their ill 
example, when young, should exert every 
effort to benefit them by their virtues, and 
reform them by the most gcrupulous and 
unremitting righteousness, when old. 

This is $0 striking a truth, that we ge- 
nerally find those who truly repent, shew- 
ing their conviction of it by their actions. 
They are usually more zealous for the ho- 
nour of God, more strict in their obser- 
vation of the duties of religion and mo- 
rality, more eager and active for the con- 

version 
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rerxon and good of men, than their, fel- SER. 
bws; they do not content themselves with 11 
the middle regions of virtue, but are n 
zpiring to the most swblime. He who is 

sensible that in the former part of his life he 

has greatly offended, and who does. not find 

in himself these dispositiors, has muck rea- 

on to doubt his own sincerity; and thus 

hare 1 suggested a cxiterion by t he 

may try it. 

A second reason why the penſtent should 
kbour more abundantly, is, the danger of 4 
rape, to which, indifference or mediocrity 
of virtue would expose him. If he does 
not recede, as far 2s possible, from the 
confines of those sins, of whick he has 
formerly beer guilty—if he de not cart ſul 
tw avaid those situations, which he Has ex- 
perienced to lead to thern—and- to: fersake 
those companions, in whose gociety he has 
50 frequenths transgressed—it is $carcely 
possible that he should preserve his in- 

Vol. II. U trgrity; 


„„ ⁵ wü — — - —- 


290 


The .Cortversion of Se. Paul. 


SERM. tegrity his resolutions, however firm he 
XIX. may think them, will be transient as the 
— / 


morning cloud and the early dew, which 
so soon passeth away. Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed, lest he 


fall !—this caution is very necessary to be 


obseryed, even by those who have con- 
Stantly gone on in an undeviating course 
of virtue; but it more peculiarly ap- 
plies to him who is just emerging from 
the gulphs of vice; for even the very 
habit of sinning, independent of the de- 
pravity of heart which wickedness creates, 
will be . continually soliciting his return. 
Let every one then, who is fully con- 
vinced of his former miscarriages, and 
truly sorry for them, constantly retain 
the example of St. Paul in his eye; and 
as that great apostle, who had erroneously 
offended, thought himself obliged to us 
such extraordinary efforts in favour of the 
religion of Jesus, — much more let him, 
xt SRL nk 5 who 
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who has so frequently sinned knowingly and s E R M. 
presumptuously, exert every faculty of his _ 
soul, and employ every hour of his life, to 
exhibit himself a pattern of every Christian 

grace and every human virtue. 


* 
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A 2 SERMON 


” SERMON XX. 


THE TEMPORAL AND ETERNAL ADVANTAGES 
OF GODLINESS. 


1 TiMoTHy iv. 8. 


Godliness is profitable unto all things; having 
the promise of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come. ; 


Ir is very unaccountable how it ever came 8E RM, 
to be imagined that religion was an unpro- . 
fitable and ill- natured thing, and that if a 
man was determined earnestly to follow it, 
he must give up all the pleasures of this 
world, and quit every hope of advancing 
himself in it. This persuasion, I say, is very 
unaccountable, since the contrary is evi- 
dently the case; the religious man is of all 
others by far the most likely to obtain and to 
U 3 relish 
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As to the truth of the first, there is no 


The temporal and eternal 


relish worldly happiness, and to arrive at that 
degree of worldly honour and wealth which 
his birth and education will admit. 


Two things are affirmed in the text,— 


one, that godliness has the promise of the 
life to come, i. e. that religion will procure 
for its followers everlasting joys in heaven; 
another, that it has the promise of this liſe, 
that ĩt will obtain for them an abundant share 
of earthly good things. 


dispute; almost all are agreed, that if a man 
is devout towards God, fearing, loving, and 
serving him as he ought, and and if he behaves 
to his felow-creatufes as the 3 God's 


word, enjoins (acting by them as he would 


expect they should act by him) and if he be 


temperate, sober, and chastt in his own per- 


sonal behaviour, almost all are agreed, that 
if he conducts: himself thus, when this life 


'Shall be ended, he will be rewarded in a state 
which is to follow. WOES O06. > 


How, 


ff WP XF 


at 
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How, indeed, is it possible that a rea- SER Mz 


sonable being should believe otherwise? 
That we did not come into the world without 
a maker, is very evident; that that maker 
is infinitely good, wise, and powerful, may 
easily be proved; whence it will follow, as 
he is goed, that he delights in goodness 
as he is wise, that he knows fully when it 
is practised and when neglected, - and as 
he is powerful, that he is able to confer 
rewards on the obedient, and inflict punish- 
ment on the rebellious. ee 
In the scriptures also, are contained, to 
the same effect, the words of this our 
Maker; in by means of holy and 
good men and by his beloved Son, he 
speaks to us, and tells us of the happiness 
which he has prepared for the righteous, 
and the misery which is laid up for the 
wicked. God, who cannot lie, tells us 


this; let us, therefore, be sure that it will 


happen according to his word. These pro- 
| v4 mises 
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SE RM: mises and threats are addressed, without 
XX. exception, to all men, and, whether we 


choose it or not, we are all equally con- 
cerned in them; we can neither obtain the 
former, nor escape the latter, if we re- 
fuse to act as God has commanded. It is 
necessary, perhaps, to mention, this, be- 
cause the opinion is not very unusual, that 
religion was only meant for particular sets 
of men; for the clergy for instance, for 
the rich, for the old, for the sickly, in short, 
for any but ourselves. The rich are fre- 
quently for shiſting it off to the poor, and 
the poor again to the rich; the healthy 
would leave it to the Sick, af the sick®to 
the healthy; and some of all descriptions 


would gladly persuade themselves, that it 


was intended for others, but not for them. 
But yet no exception is found in the scrip- 
tures in favour. of any; all are commanded 


to be devout towards God, and just and 


benevolent towards men. | 
It 


ip- 


It 


* - 
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It is in vain, then, that we plead any par- SE RM. 


ticular difficulties, arising from our particu- 
lar situation, rank, age, or profession, in ex- 
cuse for disobey ing this command; such pleas 
will not be admitted; there is certainly no 
impossibility, be our condition what it may, 
of serving God, and being just and kind 
our fellow - creatures: and though some may 
practise these duties in a greater extent 
than others, all may do it in same de- 
gree; allowance will be made for what is 
impracticable, but not for what is only dif- 
ficult; if we strive with difficulties, they 
will certainly yield to us; but if, from in- 
dolence and the desire of indulging our 
vicious pasgons, we ingloriously yield to 
them, and allege them as excuses for our 
depravity, let us - not flatter ourselves with 
hopes that we shall either obtain the re- 
wards which God has promised, or escape 
the condemnation which he has threatened. 


Godliness, by which is meant not only de- 
votion 


We temporal and eternal 


SERM, votion towards our Maker, but an obedience 


XX, to all his commands, has the promise of 
A 


the life to come; and though we may ima- 
gine that we have ever so much to say for 
ourselves, in palliation of our irreligion and 
disobedience, on no other terms but reli- 
Mn and obedience can we goto heaven. 
But it is asserted in the text, that godliness 
has likewise the promise of this present 
life ; that is, that men shall' be happy and 
successful on earth, if they are pious to 
God and benevolent to men; the truth of 
which I now proceed to prove to you. 

That the religious man is the most likely 


to be happy inwardly, let his outward con- 


dition be what it may, admits, I think, of 


no doubt; for he is certain that if he perse- 


veres in his goodness, though he may en- 
dure many calamities here, he will soon ar- 


rive at a period when he shall be removed 


from them, and be recompensed with hap- 
piness which shall never end. This con- 
sideration, 
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sideration, together with the certainty that nB. 


he is even now in the favour, and under. 


the protection of an ' all-powerful Being, 
cannot fail to support him under all his 
earthly afflictions, and to  disxarm them of 
their chief Sing :—whereas the wicked man, 
in adversity has no one comfort to which 
he can apply — all is dark and gloomy ; 
from God he knows he has nothing to hope 


in this world, and nothing to expect in the 


next, but wrath and punishment. Nor in 
the greatest outward  prosperity can he en- 
tirely silence the voice of conscience; that 
active monitress will at all times interpose 
and insist on being attended to; the uncer- 
tainty of life - the certainty of death the 
tremendous day of judgment — and the 
dreadful torments which are denounced 
against the impenitent, are the subjects of 
her remonstrances ; subjects, which from 
time to time appal the sinner in his most 
daring moments, and embitter his most 

3 favourite 


XX. 
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SE RM. favourite enjoyments. Now the certainty 


xx. 


ate thus terribly interrupted. 


it, that they are true in general. 


of the favour of God, and the sure expecta- 
tions of eternal rewards, must make the 
good man, in circumstances however dis- 
astrous, more happy than the most pros- 
perous wicked person, whose pleasure; 
But, added 
to this, there is much ground to conclude, 
both from reason and experience, that the 
religious and benevolent person, one who 


is deyotit towards God, and conside rate 


towards men, will, besides his inward Satis- 
faction, obtain according to his birth and 
education an ample share of earthly good 
things. K 
There are many passages in scripture 
containing assertions and promises to this 


effect; which, though they are not to be 


understood strictly, as if the contrary 
never happened, yet we may depend upon 
&« I have 
« been young, and now am old (says the 

66 psalmist) 
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« psalmist) and yet never saw I the right- ul 
« eous forsaken, nor his seed begging their * 3 a 
« bread. Thou, Lord, wilt bless the 
« righteous, with favour. wilt thou com- 
pass him as with a shield. Seek ye the oth 
« kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
f « and all these things. shall be added unto © 
« you,” that is, all earthly good things, ' k 
And many are the texts of the like kind. 
But besides these promises -of God, the 
virtues which the religious man is obliged 
to practise have a natural tendency to raise 
his fortune, and to advance him to dis- 
tinction. Industry, temperance, punctua- 
lity, all of them qualities strictly enjoined 
by religion, are certainly the readiest 
" means of acquiring - riches z, while the op- 
be posite vices, idleness, extravagance, and 
thoughtlessness, almost constantly lead to 


„„ 60. "$M... >... 


10 poverty. The vicious man indeed some- 
KN times, from interested motives, may be 


he ea certain degree industrious and tem- 
ist) W perare ; 


1 perate; but if his wickedness is known 
(which sooner or later it will be) he is 
never so much confided in, as the religious 
man: the former, I have much reason to 
* believe, will be no longer honest to me 
than it is his interest to be so, while 1 

/ have the strongest security that the latter 
will be faithful, even against himself. In 
Short, a man, who does not concern him. 
self about another world, does not act ra. 
tionally, if he denies himself any present 
pleasure or profit, however much he may 
injure others, provided he can escape being 
ſound out, or being punished. This is very 
well known by the world ; for experience is 
tolerably uniform, that he who- disbelieves 

or despises his God, is injurious and trea- 
cherous towards his fellow creature: 
whereas the religious man, who looks 
forward to a day of judgment when he 
thall be rewarded or - punish&d” everlast: 
ingly according as he has ee in d 


world, 


WW 
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fellow-creature, even though he were sure 
that it would never be known; because he is 
convinced, that however much he might ac- 
quire by it at present, in the end he would be 
the greatest of all losers ; he is-certain, that 
though he should gain the whole world by 
dishonesty, it would profit him nothing, be- 
cause he must lose his own soul. Now such 


a person as this, is certainly one, whom the 


generality would choose to trust and to em- 
ploy; and from the confidence of those around 


us, and their readiness to employ us in our | 


several trades and professions, arises that de- 
gree of riches, which our stations in life will 
admit. And not only do riches usually follow 
the conscientious discharge of our duries to- 
wards God and man, but the esteem, the af- 
fection, the reverence of our fellow-crea- 
tures, and all those distinctions and honours 
which it is in their power to bestow. Inde- 
pendently then of the rewards which await 


religion 
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304 The temporal and eternal 


ERM. religion in the next world, it has hikewise a 


I: tendency to procure for us, according to our 

spheres, a competent share of earthly good 
things ; Godliness has not only the promise 
* of the life to come, but of this life also; and 
= may be asserted, without the fear of being 
confuted, that whatever be our rank, profes- 
om, or trade, the practice of religion and 
virtue is by far the readiest road to every 
thing which is most valuable, both in heaven 
and om earth. 


* 


* 


And now, having brought my ministry 
amongst you to a conclusion“, it cannot be 
wproper for me to remind you all, and my- 
zelf as well as you, that there is a day com- 
ing, when we shall all be called into judge- 
ment; I for the manner in which I have ex- 
ecuted my charge, and you for the degree in 
which you have profited by my labours ; kt 
me. bescech you then to join your prayers to 


®* This was the anthor's last discourte at Milchars. 
mine 


vo 
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mine; that the Almighty, of his infinite s ERM. 
mercy, would graciously pardon our omissi- ere t) 
ons, and that he may so dispose and turn our 

hearts, that, during that portion of life which 

may yet remain to us, I may exert myself 

with greater vigilance in turning those who 

Shall be intrusted to me unto righteousness ; 

and that you may make up for your defici- 

encies under me, by your more abundant 
improvement for the time to come : that $0, 

when this transitory life is ended, we may 

finally meet in that blessed state, where we 

$hall live together in peace, love, and happi- 

ness, for evermore |! 
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| 


SERMON XXI. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL, 


PRroveRBs xxii. 6. 


Train up a child in the way be should go, and 
when be is old be will not depart from it. 


I razs the earliest opportunity of ad- g E RM. 
dressing myself to you on a subject in XI. 
which I am much interested, and which, 1 — 
am well convinced, will conduce very 
greatly to the good of our parish, if those 
of you, who are able, will give me your 
assistance. The subject which I mean, is 
the institution of a Sunday School. For 
Some years past they have been very gene- 
ral all over the kingdom, and if they are 

X 2 carried 


3 a Sunday School, 
SERM. carried on with the zeal, with which they 
— have been taken up, there is every reason 
to hope for the most beneficial effects from 
them. T here has not yet been time to ex- 
perience, in any very considerable degree, 
what these effects are, because few of the 
children, who have been educated at these 
schools, are arrived at an age of maturity; 
but, before many years are past, there is 
great ground to expect, that we shall have 
the lower orders of people much more in- 
formed, — much more " religious, — much 
n more honest, sober, industrious, and or- 
derly, than but too many of them are at 
present. 
I know no greater objects of compassion 
than the children of those parents, who 
are unable to give them an education,—un- 


able themselves to instruet them, or to 
pay for their being instructed by others, in 
their duty towards God, their neighbour, 
and themselves. I know no objects who 

are 
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are more deserving of your charity, - none 8 ERM. 
on whom you can lay it out with a proba- I. 
bility of doing so great a degree of good! 
It is allowed to be of the utmost import- 
ance to season very early the minds of 
young people with religion—with honesty 
—with sobriety; when this has been done, 
it rarely happens but, sooner or later, the 
good effects of it are seen; the seeds, thus 
early sown, will perhaps, in some, lie bu- 
ried for a, time, smothered by the heat and 
inconsiderateness of youth, but they usu- 


; ally break out and flourish at one period of * 
; life or other, —© Train up a child in the | if 
* way be should go, and when he is old he - ii 
« will not depart from it.” Instances, I | N 
f ſear, at present are too numerous of young „ 
at persons who, from the . ignorance, negli- 1 
of gence, or poverty, of their parents, are ut- 7 
" terly unacquainted with the manner in k | 3 
8 which they should serve God; entirely 1 
m W of a life after this; ; altogether 1 
ho X 3 untaught 
are 
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Sunday School, 


EN dl. untaagfit in the obligation of doing to their 
XXI neighbour, as they would wish their neigh- 


bour to do unto them; and quite unin- 
formed how much it is their duty and in- 
terest to live temperately, soberly, and 
\chastely. Either from the fall of Adam, 
or from some inherent depravity, it is but 
too manifest that mankind have a tendency 
to what is evil. As the ground, when left to 
itself, yields abundantly hurtful and unpro- 
fitable weeds, while care and labour are re- 
quired to make it produce corn and 'useful 
vegetables; so the human heart is sponta- 
neously fertile of follies, vices, and idleness, 
but seldom, if ever, brings forth the good 
fruits of piety, virtue, and industry, with- 
out the culture of a sober education. Now 
if this natural propensity towards evil be 
permitted to grow up unmitigated and un- 
broken, if it be suffered to acquire the ad- 
ditional strength of early and long custom, 
what hopes can there be that it will ever be 
2 | $ubdued ? 


zubdued? Experience gives us reason to 8E RM. 
AA 


fear that consequences the most dreadful 
will ensue. Witness the oaths and the 


curses with which the ears of the well-dis- 


posed are so frequently shocked as they 
pass along the streets! witness the drunk- 
enness and debauchery which so generally 
prevail! witness the multitude of un- 
happy abandoned females, who infest and 
dishonour every part of our kingdom, and 
seduce and corrupt our youth! witness 


the frequent attacks of desperate and un- 


principled want, both on property and life ! 
witness, lastly, the number of miserable 
vretches who are yearly expiating these 
enormities, some by imprisonment, some 


by transportation, not a few by death. Of 


these and similar violations of order, de- 


cency, morality, and religion, it may be 
asserted, without apprehension of contro- 


versy, that the prime source and origin is 


che want of a sober education: the chef 
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ERM. actors and perpetrators of them are poor, 


ignorant creatures, uneducated, undisci- 
plined, - uninformed, whose passions have 
never been tamed by habits of early re- 
straint, and who have never been in- 
Structed in those grand motives and pre- 
servatives of virtue — justice and self- de- 
nial, which are so weightily inculcated by 
our religion. I do not say that persons of 
education are never to be found among the 
notoriously vicious; to such an assertion 
there doubtless exist exceptions; but they 
are exceptions only, nor do they bear any 
sort of proportion to the number of those 
whose maturity has corresponded with the 
regular habits of their childhood. 

Early good impressions are not easily 
effaced; the whole of life usually takes its 
colour from the beginning; they who have 
passed the first stages well, do not after- 
wards turn aside into the paths of unright- 
eousness without many struggles and much 
repug-· 


Sunday School. 


repugnancy; the ingenuous blushes of SERM. 


ame must first be quenched, the com- 
punctious visitings of remorse must first 
be excluded, ere they can intermit or break 
off those settled habits, which the having 
been so long engaged in them has ingrafted 
into their nature, and rendered not only easy 
but even delightful. 

The conclusion then is, that by tending 
your aid to the education of the poor, you 
will confer on them a kindness of unspeak- 
able importance. 

But it is not on them alone you will 
confer this kindness, you will likewise be 
highly serviceable to your country. Every 
individual whom you assist in training to 
virtue and industry, is clearly a public be- 
nefit, since it is on the virtue and industry 
of individuals that the happiness and pros- 
perity of the state must be founded. - Tou 
will likewise confer a considerable benefit 


on yourselves; it is not only your duty to 


1 assist 
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SE RM. assist in the education of the poor, but it is 
XXI. also your interest, and that in a very high 


degree. The tranquillity and the happiness 
of private life depend very much upon those 
around us; it is in the power of the low: 
est of our neighbours to take very much 
from our comfort. To live amongst a 
set of people sunk in profaneness and de- 
bauchery would alone be a great diminu- 
tion of the happiness of a feeling man; 
but, besides that, he could not but be always 
in danger, and frequently subject to their 
insults — their extortions — their frauds — 
their violence. Now, I know nothing 
which is so. likely to free us from these 
dangers, as the assisting in the education of 
the children of those parents, who are 
themselves destitute of the means. We 
must teach the poor that there is a life 
after this, where they will, be everlastingly 
bappy, if they behave themselves soberly, 
Juatly, and rcligiously, while they are on 

earth; 


earth; or where they will be everlastingly RN. 
miserable, if they are profane, debauched, ., 


and dishonest ; we must teach them that it 
is their interest to hve quietly and honestly, 


that such a life is the most likely means of 


procuring a livelihood, and of getting them- 
selves forward; but that if it were not so, 
even though they should gain the whole 
world by a contrary behaviour, the whole 
world would be worth nothing to them, When 
they must lose their own souls. 

We must teach them these things curly, 
for if, as I observed before, we suffer the 
bias of human nature towards evil to gain 
Strength by habit, but small are che prospects 
that we shall ever be able to subdue it. 

I confess that the chief success which 
I can expect to meet with in my ministry, 
is among the young; it is here then that 
I wish chiefly to exert myself, and it is 
here that I would prevail on you to concur 
with me. | | 
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SERM. As then ye would have faithful servants 
XI. and dependants, industrious labourers and 


WY 


mechanics, quiet and inoffensive neigh- 

bours; as ye would travel with safety on 

the roads, or lie down to rest securely in 

your beds; as ye would preserve your per- 

sons and properties free from violence and 

rapine of every kind; and as ye would avoid 

the reverse of all these requisites to tran- 
quility and comfort, ye are bound to favour 
and to promote the cause of education. 

call upon you then, as men of religion and 

morality, and by consequence interest. 

ed in their advancement and diffusion; l 

call upon you, as ye wish well to good g0- 

vernment, and are friends to the prospe- 

rity of your country; I call upon you, as 
ye would contribute to the turning of many 

unto righteousness, and above all, as ye 
Value youf on interest and: happiness both 
here and hereafter, to assist to the; utmos 
of your abilities, not only now, but at all 

en er eee 1 


Sunday School. 


other times, in the training of the children S ERM. 
of poverty to habits of virtue, ers. and IL 


rehgion !  - oC | 
Let it not be i n b 
mons is addressed only to the most 


wealthy; none, who are in any degree able 


to assist me, are unconcerned in it. Re- 


member the widow's two mites, and the 
praises which her generosity won of our 
Saviour. Ye read, that from him only to 
whom much is given, much will be re- 
quired ; but can ye suppose, that from him 
to whom little is given, there will be re- 
quired nothing? Far from it! Expectations 
are formed of us in proportion to our re- 
spective abilities; and he may obtain God's 


favour in as high a degree, who gives a. 


little out of his want, as he who gives 
much out of his abundance ; but let- it- be 
remembered that he will be equally exposed 
to God's anger, if he refuses what his cir- 
cumstances will admit. I hope that none 

| - 


Sunday bool. 


sR. of you will be prevented from encouraging 


Ni. 2 . . . ich . 
*% the institution for which I am pleading, 


from an idea, that it will be of disservice, 
rather than of advantage, to the community, 
This idea, I am told, has been entertained 
by some, though T can scarcely think it 
more than a pretext to save their money, 
Their argument, such as it is, is this; 
that instruction will make the poor discon- 
tented with their situations; they will think 
themselves qualified for higher things, and 
will either work unwillingly, or will a 
together forsake the laborious employ- 
ments for which they were designed. What! 
is it possible that the little learning it falls 
within our plan to give, can be attended 
with this effect? We anly propose to teach 
our scholars to read and to spell, and to 
instruct them in the rudiments of the Chris- 
tian religion, by which they may be enabled 
hereafter to peruse any good books which 
they may procure, and, when they come 

| t9 
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1 


to chureh, to understand the prayers and 
sermon. , 

Will knowledge so limited as this make 
a man imagine that he is fit for the senate, 
the pulpit, the bar, or the eounting-houseꝰ 
should rather suppose, that instead of 
making those who acquire it dissatisfied 
wich their stations, it will have exactly the 
opposite effect; that instead of leading to 
discontent and envy at those above them, 
and making them frerful and idle, it will 
rather prevail on them not to covet nor 
desire other men's goods and conditions, 
but to learn and labour truly to get their 
own living, in that state of life unto which 
It has pleased God to call them. 

Let me appeal to your experience; most 
H you, doubtless, at one time or other, 
have employed servants or labourers, who 
had arrived at the degree of knowledge of 
which we speak; could you perceive that 
this circumstance weakened either their in- 

elination 
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Sunday School. 


s ERM. clination or their ability to serve you? 


xxI. 


Did their having been early taught their 
duty to God, and being frequently able by 
books to remind themselves of it, make 
them less attentive to your concerns? Did 


their having been betimes instructed, that 


they: ought to do, unto their neighbour 
ag they would wish. their neighbour to do 
unto them, render them more ready to im- 
pose on you themselves, or to suffer you 
to be imposed on by others? Did their 
knowing how to spend a part of the sab- 
bath with their Bible in their hands, or in 
some other useful reading, cause them to 
handle the plough, the spade, or the flail, 
with less strength or n. The idea is 
ridiculous b 

. Having thus addressed ae to those 


IT of my audience,, who are to bestow this 


charity, I Will now say a few words to 
those who are to receive it. Remember 


chen (it is. to the parents that I speak, to 


- 1 those 


Sunday School, 


those parents I mean, who are themselves S ERM. 


unable to give their children an education) 
remember that the plan which we are now 
ſorming is to confer on your children the 
greatest of all possible benefits; it is to 
confer on them the knowledge of God, and 
of their duty. towards him; it is to teach 
them how to behave themselves properly 
towards their neighbours, and consequently 
the way to be loved and respected; it is to 
enforce on them the necessity of being 
honest and industrious, which is the surest 
means of gaining a livelihood, and getting 
forward in the world; it is to inculcate upon 
them their obligation to be sober, chaste, 
and temperate, without which virtues no man 
can be either amiable or happy; and, lastly, 
above all, it is to put them in the way of 
obtaining eternal salvation. 

Let me entreat you, then, not to be back- 
ward in profiting by this useful institution; 
seek to get your children admitted into it, 
Vol. Il 3 and 
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 SERM. and do all in your power to make them 
XXI. observe its rules; take care that their attend- 


ance be constant, and that they come at the 
appointed hours, and send them as neat and 
as decent as your circumstances will admit. 

Nothing, I can promise you, shall be 
wanting on my part to their improvement; 
and there is every reason to hope, from the 
circumstances of our society, that we shal 
raise such a iption as will enable us 
to confer rewards on those children who 
shall most distinguich themselves by their 
regularity, good behaviour, and proficiency 
in learning. | 
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SERMON XXII. 


THE EVILS OF BAD COMPANY, 


1 CORINTHIANS xv. 33. 


Evil communications corrupt good manners, 


Auons the many dangers to which we are 5 ER N. 
exposed during our earthly pilgrimage, Xx, 
there are none against which men, in every 
period of life, should be more on their 
guard, than those which arise from bad 
company. It is dangerous to our cha- 
cter, dangerous to our fortune, dangerous 
to our quiet, dangerous to our morals, and, 
lastly, it is dangerous to our eternal salva- 
tion. The young and inexperienced are 
with difficulty made to comprehend, and to 
mn en aszured of their 


Y 2 present 


—ñZ2y——ʒ ——uͤ—ę— — -_—— 


324 


The Evils of bad Company. 


SERM, present integrity, they are unwilling to 
XXII. think that any argument, any invitation, 


any example can induce them to part with 
it; proud of their good character, and con- 
scious perhaps, at this time, of deserving 
it, they will not allow that it rests on $0 
unstable a foundation, — that so trivial a 
circumstance as their conversing with this 
or that set of acquaintance, should have 
power to injure it; and as they are sted- 


' fastly determined, that the accidental ex- 


cesses, to which they may occasionally give 
way,' Shall never interfere with their appli- 


cation to study, or to business, they do 


not see how their fortune, or their quiet, 
should suffer from it. As to their morals, 
they will not do themselves so much in- 
justice as to apprehend, for a moment, that 


any thing external can influence them ! But, 


notwithstanding this presumption, effects 


will follow their causes; and he who is not 


careful in the choice of his companions, 
n * what- 
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whatever precautions he may form against SERM. 
them, will be sure to suffer, sooner or later, 


in one, or all, of these particulars, which 1 
have mentioned. 8 
In the first place, I have asserted that 
bad company is dangerous to our cha- 
racters. To have the same attachments 
and dislikes, the same pursuits and aver- 
sions, has always been esteemed the foun- 
dation of friendship; Similarity of dispo- 
sition, of sentiments, of manners, is the 
usual bond which unites companions toge- 
ther; to the truth of this, every language, 
by its proverbial maxims, bears testimony ; 
and undoubtedly, generally speaking, it is 
true; for what communion has light with 
darkness? what fellowship the votaries of 
religion and virtue, with the children of 
profaneness and debauchery ? I will not 
however deny but that a virtuous man may 
for a time (long he cannot) take up his 
abode in the tents of ungodliness, and pre- 
| Y 3 serve 
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SE RM. Serve his honour and his conscience un- 


tainted ; but still I assert that his character 
will suffer: the world forms its judgments 


by general rules, and knowing how. much, 


for the most part, companions resemble 
each other, it has neither Sufficient candour, 
nor sufficient leisure, to examine for excep- 
tions; z when it sees 2 man a frequent spec- 
tator of the EXCESSES of the vicious, it takes 
for granted that he is a partaker als6, and 
an approver of them ; nor is it in all cases, 
nor in any immediately, that by forsaking 
his profligate intimates, he can recover the 
good name which he has lost. 

But if bad company be thus hurtful to 


ur characters, | it is probable _ it N 


2 war 0 


| on our fortunes. Reputation has been al- 


yays looked on as the surest ep to wealth 


FI. 


vance himself, esteems a bod Ake & 


useful, if not essential, to that end, and is 


. as 
* 
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as anxious to preserve it, as the miser to SERM. 
preserve his gold. If he is accused of XXII. 


vices or follies, of which he knows himself 
to be innocent, he complains of the injury 
to his reputation, as an injury to his for- 
tune: but what ground would there be for 
such anxiety, or sueh complaint, if it were 
not observed, in general, that to be well 
spoken of, facilitated and forwarded our ad- 
vancement, while the contrary, in an equal 
degree, prevented or retarded it ? 

But I have already proved that our cha- 
racters are hurt by Fad company, and there 
fore it follows of course- that the injury is 
extended to our fortunes also. Let the 
ambitious, the covetous, those who aspire 
after dignity or wealth, think of this, 
and if they have no better motive for des» 
clining the society of the vicious, let them 
decline it as they have regard to the grati» 
fication of their favourite passion; let them 
be restrained by their interest, if they have 
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The Evils of bad Company. 
Bad company may like- 


XII. vise hurt our advancement in life another 


WY WW 


gerous to our quiet. 


way, as it usually involves us in idleness 
and extravagance, and leads us to dissipate, 
or; at least, to neglect to improve, the pro- 
vision bequeathed us by our ancestors; 
but this is 80 5 258 I shall not 
dwell on it. | 10 

I go on then to prove whe I cual in 
the next place, that bad company is dan- 
| Let us suppose a 
man of religion and virtue to cherish an 
intimacy with one, whom he knows to be 
deficient in both these respects; let us sup- 
pose that he is induced to it, either by the 
hopes of reforming him, by some latent 
sparks of goodness which he may imagine 
that he has seen in him, or merely on ac- 
count of the pleasure which he may take in 
that ease and elegance of manners, which 
the vicious sometimes possess; qualifica- 
tions which, it is well known, are not in- 


. compatible 
Se hl 


) 
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compatible with the most abandoned. profli- SE RM. 
Let that the first W 
gacy | us suppose rst- men» 


tioned person is so established in his inte- 
grity and reputation, that neither suffer 
from the connexion, still J assert that his 
quiet is in danger, for that he cannot rea- 
sonably expect, but opportunity and passion 
inviting, his companion will take the same 
liberties. at his expence, which be well 


knows, he has often done at the expence of 


others. As he who takes a viper fre- 
quently to his bosom, though he may 
awhile escape with impunity, will one time 
or other certainly repent of his rashness 3 80 
let that man beware, who has made choice 
of a confirmed vicious character for his in- 
timate, for however strong in appearance 
his attachment be, if appetite or interest 
invite, he will certainly sting him to the 
heart. FIG Merc obe 
Vice is of a very base and ungenerous 
nature; it is governed solely by self, and is 
there- 
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8EAM, therefore totally incapable of true friend- 


Ship; it may frequently put on its sem- 
blance, but sooner or later, if occasion 
arise, it will afford evidence too convin- 
eing, how far remote it is from possessing 
the reality. Can any reliance be placed 
on him, who lives in a continued state of 
disobedienee and ingratitude to his Creator, 
Preserver, and Redeemer, that he will not, 
when any imaginary pleasure or profit 'may 
accrue to him by it, betray or even ruin 
his fellow- creatures. But if, added to this 
state of rebellion towards God, he has been 
known in his genet#l commerce with his 
brethren to be false and treacherous, is it 
not the height of folly in any individual to 
expose his family and affairs to his machi- 
nations, under-the vain hope that he should 
belie his general conduct to be true to him 
alone? Yet, in spite of all the examples of 
broken faith, of the honour of relations 

with 


a” 
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with such pleasing outward talents is the B ER M. 


XXI I, 
libertine frequently endowed, that there 


are multitudes of unsuspecting persons, 
who are constantly making the experiment, 
though the event almost as constantly 
turns out in the interruption or ruin of their 
quiet, 

But the injury to our chats, to our for- 
tune, and to our quiet, which arises from - 
bad company, is of trivial importance, in 
comparison of that which remains to be con- 
sidered.— Bad company is prejudicial to our 
morals, ahd of consequence dangerous to our 
eternal salvation. Man is, by nature, prone 
to imitation; this is observed by every wise 
parent, and turned as much as possible to 
their children's advantage, by every good 
one. Those teachers and those companions 
are always selected who, it is believed, will 
set the fairest and most virtuous examples. 
Much depends on the observance of this 
caution; our manners, both in childhood 
and 
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sE RN. and in youth, are commonly copied from 
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XXII. those amongst whom we live; and the sub- 
WY 


sequent periods of life usually take colour 
from the habits which we have acquired 
during those early seasons. I bough the 


| genius and the understanding may be de- 


rived from nature, it is education, for the 
most part, which forms and fashioneth the 
heart ; by education, I not only mean that 
portion of it, more properly s called, the 
instructions, the counsels, which we receive 
from parents and masters, but those les- 
sons, like wise, which we imbibe, in some 
measure, from all who are cuffered to ap- 
proach us lessons which are derived from 
a much more efficacious source than formal 
precept — from familiar conversation and 


example. What we are taught, bowever 
wise, virtuous, and prudent, will have little 
effect on us, if it be contradicted by what 
we See; in vain does a father instil into his 
son the purest principles of morality—in 

. R van 
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vain does he exhibit, in his own: conduct, a s ERM. 
pattern of the most perfect obedience to XII. 


them, if his house and table be open to 
vicious inmates, and his children permitted 
to be spectators of their excesses. If a 
young person perceives that vice is no ex- 
clusion from the countenance and famili- 
arity of those whom he has been accus- 
tomed to honour, it cannot but greatly di- 
minis the abhorrence in which he has 
been taught to hold it. But though it is in 
the earliest periods of life, when the prin- 
ciples are unfixed and the. mind open to 
every impression, that bad company is 
chiefly dangerous; — there is no time in 
which it can be frequented with security. 
Many have begun the world with the 


greatest applause, have afforded to their 


anxious friends the fairest prospects of 
them have even arrived at a mature pe- 
riod of manhood, without a material devi- 
ation from the path of virtue, and have 

0 | 1 then 
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SERM, then suddenly blasted all the hopes, which 
have been formed of them, by the fatal 
prevalence of bad company. Besides the 
tendency in man, already noticed, to imi- 
tate what he constantly sees, there is yet 
another cause of danger to the morals, from 
profligate associates. It is the property of 
vice to endeavour to draw over to its party 
all who come within its influence: — the liber- 
tine, the drunkard, and all the other votaries 
of profligacy, have ever taken delight to 
render others as wicked as themselves; to 
compass this point, they spare no arguments, 

no solicitations:— the sons of virtue, I fear, 
are not half so anxious to make converts as 
tte children of darkness to make apostates. 
Let not him, therefore, who has not sufficient 
gelf-denial to decline the society of the vici- 
ous, flatter himself that he shall have suffi- 
cient fortitude to withstand their temptations; 
more particularly when supported, as they 
always are, by the shafts of ridicule, If he 

6 preserve 
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preserve his integrity; his escape is miracu- SE RN. 
Jous ; his temerity merits not that he should: XXII. 
for who does not deserve the fate he experi- 
ences, who unnecessarily exposes himself to 
a danger from whence little less than a miracle 
can rescue him without destruction ? Let me 
not, however, be mistaken; I do not mean 
that any such inevitable hazard is incurred by 
our accidentally falling into the society of the 
profligate z or that, on account of the unea- 
ziness we occasionally undergo in their com- 
pany, we should therefore altogether avoid it; 
ſor if this were required of us, we must 
needs, as St. Paul observes, go aut of the 
world; we must abstain from all intercourse 
with mankind whatever; and besides, there 
would be a want of charity in such extreme 
caution, for if the vicious were driven to herd 
with themselves, exclusively, all hope of their 
reformation would be done away, Vice, 
sufficiently infectious, is not, I trust, 
by thoge at all well principled, to be imbibed 
at 
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SERM. at casual interviews; what I wish you to 
XXII. guard against is a fondness for a delight in the 


society of vice, whatever seducing attractions 


it may possess—and against an intimacy, a 
close connexion with the vicious ; you may 
perform, with safety, the offices of civility 
and neighbourhood to them, but you are not 
to take them for intimates ; if you do, be as- 
sured that you will one day, in the bitterness 
of your heart, lament it, when you attribute 
to'them, as you justly may, one or all of these 
calamities—the ruin of your character—the 
injury done to your fortune—the / interruption 


of your quiet—the perversion of your mo- 


rals—or (which God forved) the aon of "om 
eternal calvation. 
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SERMON XXIII. 


Tux PARABLE OF THE SOWER, 


Lux vill. 8. 


Aud otber fell upon good ground, and 5prang up, 

and bare fruit an bundred fold. | 
Tazsz words are the conclusion of the 8 K K M. 
parable of the sower who went out to so.ö] III. 
his seed. The whole of it is thus related 
by St. Luke. A sower went out to gow 
ee his seed, and as he sowed, some fell by 
te the way side, and it was trodden down, 
te and the. fowls of the air devoured it; and 
« some fell upon a rock, and as soon as it 
* was' Sprung up it withered away, be- 
e cause it "lacked moisture, And some 
Von., II. 2 — * 
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dan. ll among horn, nd the thoms rg 


te up with it and choked it. And other fell 
« upon good ground, and sprang up, and 


c bare fruit an hundred fold.“ 


This parable was spoken by Jesus Christ 


to the people at large, and, at their request, 


explained afterwards to his disciples in pri- 


vate. The different ways in which the 


gospel would be received at its first publi- 


cation, is, perhaps, the chief object of i it, 


dut it certainly applies, very naturally and 


exactly, to mankind in every subsequent 
period. By the word of God is meant, re- 
ligion, and you have here the behaviour of 
four different sorts of persons, on a it 


proposed to them. 
First, you have those, into whoa heart 


any pious instruction falls, like seed son 


by: the way side; it makes perhaps none, 


or perhaps only a momentary impression; 


for as the birds instantly pick up the: seed; 
so the devil . comes immediately and re- 
1 * 3 R | moves 
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moves the impression of the word of God, S ERM. 


if any at all be made; and they who have , 
heard itz profit nothing by it. 
How many are there, who, on receiving 
any pious advice from their parents, their 
graver friends, or their minister, or per- 
haps on accidentally meeting with it in any 
good book, are filled with disbelief and con- 
tempt, ridicule it as the product of bigotry 
and superstition, or, if by chance it gain a 


momentary reception with them (as even 


with the most abandoned, 80 irresistible is 


truth, it sometimes will do) they suffer 


the great enemy of their salvation, the 


very next instant, to drive it from their 


minds. There are but too many of this 
first class, but they bear no proportion to 


„ e eee ee 


our Saviour. 
For, secondly, we have the on sow. on 


the rock, by which those are depictured who 


receive religious instruction with joy; for a 
| Z 2 while 
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$ERM. while believe, but, having no root, in time of 
XXIII. temptation fall away. 


Now people of this description are much 
more common than absolute unbehevers ; 
religion carries with it 80 much authority, 
and is so congenial to the nature of man, 
that the generality, at one time or other 
of their lives, listen to its dictates with 
pleasure—confess in their hearts, the source 
of comfort which might be derived from it 
resolve, perhaps faintly, to act in compli- 
ance with its commands, but in time of 
temptation (when some circumstances hap- 
pens, in which their temporal and eternal 
interest is at variance, in which their in- 
clination points one way, and their duty 
another; when they are required to make 
dome great sacrifice, of their life perhaps, 
or their character, or their friends, or 
their property) they fall away, they pre- 
fer earth to heaven, they shew clearly, that 
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peared to receive religion, it took no root $SERM, 
in their hearts, since they basely and poorly XXIII. 


sacrifice it sometimes even to the slightest 

The persons chiefly aimed at by our Sa- 
viour here were, I believe, those early Chris- 
tians, whom he foresaw would renounce 
their faith on the persecutions chat would 
be carried on against them. Theye, perse- 
cutions were very dreadful; they extended 
not only to imprisonment, bonds, stripes, 
but to death also, and that frequently in 
the most terrible torments. We of this 


day can scarce wonder, much less ought 


we too harshly to censure, if flesh and 
blood, in some instances, were not able to 
stand out against such formidable assaults; 
and yet there were multitudes of every age 
and sex who resisted unto blood, who wil- 
lingly, nay joyfully, laid down their lives, 
rather than abandon the good part which they 
had chogen, Fay We 
Z 3 We 


A 
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en. We (blessed be God for it) live in more 


quiet times, we are not likely to be called 
to such hazardous trials of our constancy ; 
we shall scarce be exposed to temptations 
of this extreme kind; it is therefore the 
more incumbent upon us to make the 
trifling renunciations, and to incur the 
petty dangers to which we may, and most 
probably shall, even now, be summoned. 
The world often expects from us one thing, 
and our reli gion demands of us 'anether ; 
suppbsing We comply with the latter, vr 

shall lose, perhaps, some one who may 
call himself a friend, or we shall Injure 
our fortune, or, what is more likely, ve 

Shall fall under the censure of our "nelgh- 
by called in questlon ; ; we shall be esteemed 
singular, affected, and morose, or we shall 
become, possibly, only a momentary jest 


cb our companions. Terrible discourage- 
ments these from doing what God com- 


mands, 
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mands, and what our own hearts dictate !? S, RM. 


and yet experience may convince us that 
there are multitudes (alas! too probably 
we ourselves are of the nnmber) who are 
perpetually induced by them, slight as 
they are, to speak and to act in direct op- 
position both to their knowledge and their 
inclination. Perhaps you hope (particu- 
larly when the instance appears trifling) 
that there is more of folly than of guilt 
in this; but remember, that the more tri- 
fling the instance is, the less serious can be 
your sufferings or danger in not comply- 
ing with it! remember, likewise, that the 
gradation from small concessions to great, 
is easy and precipitate ; ' and remember, 
above all, the menace of our Saviour, 
which is directed against those, who, from 


a foolish regard to the opinion of the 
world, are induced to act in contradiction 


to what they know and feel to be right 
“ Whoever shall be ashamed of me, and 
24 « of 
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XXII. ec fy] generation, of him, also, shall the Son 


* 


© * of man be ashamed, when he cometh in 


ff angels.” JT 

We will now proceed to consider the 
third sort of persons, described by our Sa- 
viour ag having the word of God offered 
to them. Their reception af it is likened 
to ground oyergrown. with thorns, receiving 
good seed; as the thorns spring up with 
the seed, choke it in its growth, and pre- 
vent it from coming to maturity, $0 the 
love of riches, of pleasures, af honours, 
predominate in the mind of these men, 
entirely outgrow the word of God, and suf- 
fer it not to attain to any degree. of perfec- 
tion. This 4s certainly the case with greatly 


too many; they have received, perhaps, a 
pious education, and were once fully per- 


suaded, that the care of their immortal souls 
is the one thing needful, or, perhaps even 
3 now. 
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now, whenever they are brought to think 888M, 
| seriously on the subject, they acknowledge , 
| indie hacem:let malig ahh eee 
they believe firmly that there are such 

places as heaven and hell for the virtuous 
8 and for the wicked; chey feel some faint 
d those who die in the Lord, and are more 
d deeply sensible of the terrible circumstance 
8 
h 


of falling into the hands of an offended: and 

avenging God. These are promising im- 
. pressions, if they would but remain, —fair 
18 seeds, if they could but be brought to ma- 
85 turity ; but, alas! they are fallen among 
n, | thorns; they have gained admittance into 
if- an heart, in which this world, its cares and 
C- its pleasures are uppermost, and by these 
thy they are early blasted in their rise, and 
® immaturely destroyed. The things: of this 
er- world, by being immediately present, and 
uls perpetually the objects of our senses, have 
ren an undue influence with us; this we cannot 
W. a but 
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 $ERM., but acknowledge, when we compare them 
| XXIII. with the things of che next; but, perle 


we enter into the comparison very seldom, 
or, perhaps, it makes but very slight im- 
pression, and is driven from our minds the 
very next moment by the first human care 
or pleasure which comes across us. How 
ever this be, there are multitudes appa- 
rently going on, as if there were no life 
aſter this, who yet do not pretend to deny 
there is one; but they must (they say) 
attend to raising their fortunes here, or, 
they are determined that they will enjoy 
their pleasures, and leave fururity to shiſt 
for itself. Is this wise, is this prudent? 
or rather, is it not the extremity of . folly 
and madness? Shall I, when called up to 
take such steps as may secure to me the 
greatest happiness to all etetnity, shall 1 
allege that I must beg to be excused, that 
I am, attending to my farm or my mer- 
chandise, by which I expect to be richer 


Or 
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n or more prosperous for the next dozen or SER M. 
„ score years, and that as to what comes after, XXIII. 
| 5 

hs Twill take my chance? 
8 I do not, myself, think that there are 
Ne many unbelie vers in the world; I am per- 


re suaded that the being of a God, a future 
state of rewards and punishments, are too 
a deeply engraven on the human mind for 
ife many to be able to shake them off: but yet 


ny it is too evident that numbers live as if 
y) they did not believe in them hy else do 
or, present cares and pleasures so greatly pre- 
Joy ponderate ?—why are there found men who 
hift will prefer almost any other engagement, 
nt? W however slight, to attending to the duties 


olly of religion ? — why are there those who, 
0 living in the greatest affluence themselves, 
the ean scarce be prevailed on to part even 
Wich their superfluities to assist their dis- 
that teressed brethren, when they know that 
ner- their blessed Redeemer has promised that 
cher I he will reward all kindness done to the 
needy, 
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$ERM. needy, in the same manner as if it had 
XXIII. been done to himself? — why are there 


those who are men- pleasers, rather than 
pleasers of God; who perfer the appro- 


| bation of their fellow-creatures, to the ap- 


probation of their Creator ; who will ven- 


ture to incur the divine displeasure, rather 
than run the hazard of hurting their for- 


tunes or their interest, or relinquishing 


some trifling amusement ? — why, lastly, 


are there those who, still more impious, 


are continually affronting God, by taking 
his holy name in vain, in direct defiance of 
his express commands? Do not these 
men act as if they did not believe ?. Would 


they not be more contistent, if this were 


really the case? 


. let us 


make the most of this; let us eat, drink, 
and be merry; let us follow the bent of 


inclination, wherever it leads us. If we 
were sure of this, I really do not see that 
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we should be culpable (however mistaken SERM. 
we might be in the means) in pursuing XXIII. 


what appeared to us to make the most for 
our present happiness; but if there be 
another world, nay, if there be but the 
Slightest chance that there may be one, it 
is worth our while to pause and to hesitate; 
it is worth our while to consider, whether 
the paltry, short pleasures which are to 
be enjoyed here, are deserving that we 
thould run for them, even the most dis- 
tant possibility of being miserable for ever. 
But there is ;—there is a world after this: 
and, as I observed before, even the greatest 
Sinners do not, generally speaking, pretend 
to deny it; and yet, in the grossest de- 
fiance to common sense and prudence, 
chey will not pay any regard to it, but 
bestow all their attention on their present 
State; the seeds of piety, of carefulness 
with respect to futurity, were originally 
zown in their nature, but they have been 
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SERM. entirely overgrown and choked by the 


thorns of earthly cares and pleasures. 

There is still a fourth description of 
whom the word of God is not received in 
this ungracious, unthank ful, unproductive 
manner. These are likened to the good 
ground, which bears fruit an hundred fold; 
they are represented as hearing, with an 
honest and good heart, che precepts. of 
religion, stedfastly retaining them, and 
bringing forth the due fruits with patience. 
These fruits are piety and virtue, reverence 
to our Creator, and good-will to our fel- 
low- creatures, with an uniform habit on 
every opportunity of exhibiting both in 
practice. This must be done with pa- 
tience; that is, we must persevere in it 
unweariedly, so long as it pleases heaven 
that we remain in this world: if we draw 
back at any time of our lives, and die be- 
ſore we repent, God will have no pleasure 


in 
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in us. All the righteousness that we have 8E RM. 
« done before, shall not be mentioned; it XXIII. 
Is 


« shall be counted for nothing; in the ini- 
« quity, chat we have committed, we shall 
« die.“ St. Peter is very express on this 
head :—< If, after they have escaped the 
e pollutions of the world through the 
« knowledge of the Lord and Saviour 
te Jesus Christ, they are again entangled 
« therein, and overcome; the latter end is 
« worse with them than the beginning.” 


We must, therefore, continue our exertions. 


to the end of our course, we must fight 
the good fight to the conclusion of our 
Spiritual warfare, or it will avail us no- 
thing. Those who thus persevere, in spite 
of all temptations to the contrary (what- 
ever the children of this world may arro- 
gate to themselves) are the only truly 
wise; by giving a decided preference to the 
things that are to last for ever and ever, 
over those which last only for a few short 

=» years, 
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XXIII. | 8 
them, but, as a present reward as well as 


usually enjoy an infinitely greater portion 
of prosperity during their continuance on 
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Acrs xxiv. LATTER PART or v. 291 
Go thy way for this time; when I have 4 way 
dvenient Season Til call for thee: 
ARS the various kinds of elf. deception, SERM, 
that of all others is the mogt dangerous, by XXIV 
which we lull ourselves into contentment 
with our present vicious course of life, on a 
persuasion that we $hall repent and reform at 
some future time: for however wickedly men 
may live, it is certain that the ' generality 
desire to die holily ; almost all believe that 
there is a God above, who delights in and 
vill reward piety and virtue, and who hates 
and will punish iniquity and vice; they know 
therefore, and whenever they think about it 


will acknowledge, that accordingly as they 
Vor. II. Aa behave 
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SERM. behave themselves in cls "Tie, such will be 


888 4 eC - 4 


their lot to all eternity. With such a con- 
viction it would be almost impossible for 
them to continue in their zins, if they did not 
impose on themselves with the intention, and 
really make themselves believe, that they 
purpose one day to repent, of all that is past, 
and live, or at least die, good Christians. 

To shew the folly and danger of conti- 
nuing 1 in our sins, on this presumption, that 
we shall one day repent of them, and, for 
that reason, of delaying and putting off our 
repentance and reformation, shall be my en- 
deavour in the following discourse. 
in the first place, 50 uncertain is human 
life, that, we cannot promise to ourselves 
another day ; there is no one of us, who has 
arrived; at any. age, who cannot recollect 
iges of spme friend or acquaintance un- 
x likely © hors deen Aire at this time as 


Youth. har hay e es " 
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all know may happen to ourselves. With- sR. 
out repentance, our Bible tells us, we cannot . 


attain salvation; how absurd is it then to 
venture $0 great a stake on $9 desperate a 
chance as the continuance of human life! 

We will grant, for a moment, that a man 
is in earnest in his design of repenting of 
his past sins, and living virtuously at some 
future time; we will suppose that he even 
fixes the very time; (for an intention of 
doing a thing ane time or other without 


fixing when, can scarcely be called any inten- 
tion at all) we will suppose then that he fixes 


the very time, let it be two years distant, or 


one year, or a month, nay, let. it be only one 
day; let him seriously have determined and 
.yowed,—* I will, repent and be virtuous ta- 


© marrow;'-: Thou fool, this night shall 
« thy 5qul. be required of thee ;” the sword 


af death is constantly banging aver thy head, 
bow soon it will fall, God alone knows :— 
To: day alone is thine ; but to-day thou hast 


Aa a xesolved 
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SERM; resolved to continue in thy sins; if then thou 
Nuno livest not till to-morrow, what must be thy 
| fate to all eternity? We cannot deny but 
this is possible, and if it be possible, how 
great is our folly to neglect the opportunity 
which is in our power, for one at which we 

_y never arrive ? 
Even in this view, considering the uncer- 
- tainty of human life, and the possibility, nay 
the probability, that we may never reach the 


time which we have fixed for repentance, f 
to postpone it is highly absurd and ha- It 
zardous: but there is yet another danger, te 
even if we do arrive at the time fixed on, cc 
and that is, that we may not be then dis- ce 


posed to put our design in execution. If cc 
we find it so hard to part with our sins an 
now, we may be assured that the difficulty is 
will be greatly increased by delay; what 50 
we have been long accustomed to do, ve nev 
never quit without much reluctance and 1 
great efforts, and in proportion to the our 


e length 
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length of time that we have practised any SERM. 
thing, reluctance to lay it aside will be, XX . | 
greater, and our efforts must by conzequencgse 


be increased. To repent and reform, may 


be easy now; sin, perhaps, is new to us; we 
are not yet confirmed in the habits of it: 
but if we go on and inure ourselves to it, to 
- cast it off may not, and probably will not, 


y be in our power. 

e The prophet Jeremiah represents the re- 

5 formation of 2 sinner, accustomed to a 
- long course of sinning, as so unlikely as 
7. to be impossible: Can che Ethiopian 
n, « change his skin, or the leopard his spots, 
8 « then may ye also do good that are ac- 


If « customed to do evil:” not that there is 
ins any real impossibility in the case, but it 
Icy is so very difficult, and happens, I fear, 
hat $0 very seldom, that it may almost be said 


we never to happen at all. | 
and Let us not then persuade ourselves that 
the our sins will be less pleasing to us at some | 


gh Aa3 future 
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$ERM. future time, than they are at present: habit 
Sn certainly have increased our attachment 
to them, and it will require an infinitely 
ater portion of self denial to forsake them. 
1 is much to be feared, that when the time 
arrives, at which we fixed to begin our 
repentance, we shall again find some excuse 
to postpone it to a distant day; and so we 
may go on continually resolving, and con- 
tinually lingering i in our sins, till the hour of 
death arrives, puts a final period both to 
N resolutions and exertions, and irrevocably 
derermines « our condemnation.—In the grave 
there is no repentance. — How shall we 

1 then condemn our folly, and exectate our 


weakness, for 30 absurdly neglecting the Ye 


opportunities, which were our own, and th 
+ trusting to one, which 4 little common ir, 
reflection might have told us, we should th 
never think arrived. 3 that banishment 1 
from the presence of God, which the wicked »; 
ner 


wil suffer after death the recollection of 
their 
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their neglect of the time and oppottunity B E N M. 


ich _ , JOE Xxxtv. 
which was granted them for the acquisitien II. 


of eternal happiness, will not probably be 
dne of their least punishments. 


; If a man ih this world miscarries in any 
| scheme, or meets with any loss, which he 
: might have prevented by a little common 
i prudence and labour, how greatly does the 
I thought of such negligence embitter the dis- 
; . appointment! how then must the remem- 
I brance of that man's imprudence torment 
iy lim, which has deprived him of eternal happi- 
By ness, and doomed him to everlasting misery! 
But to return: those, I believe,. who con- 

we 
8 unde to put off their repentance, and who 
che yet are convinced of its necessity, and think 
Ps that they shall one day certainly get about 
** tt, encourage themselves in this delay by 
10 the repeated declarations, which they meet 
with in scripture, of che mercy and long- 
* riffering of God. To a truly penitent sin- 
1 ner God will no doubt grant forgiveness; 


ꝙa a4 but 
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SERM. but besides the probability of a man's being 


ort off in his sins, before he arrives at the 
time of repentance, there is great reason to 
fear that God may be so far provoked by his 
repeated delays, as to deny him the assistance 
of his holy spirit J and without that, all his 
former good resolutions will be vain. God 
hath indeed solemnly promised to give his 
holy spirit to those who ask it, but then i it 
must be to such as ask f it properly ; and how 
far a long continuance in sin may harden our 
hearts, and prevent the efficacy of our 
prayers, it is impossible to determine, and 
highly dangerous to hazard the experiment. 
If our consciences now remonstrate with us 
on the ſolly and danger of our past Sinful life, 
if we now feel within ourselves any | dispo- 
sition towards , Tepentance, let us consider 

| such remonstrances and .zuch, dispositions 
as the immediate suggestion of heaven 
let us attend to them, let. ua obey them; 


the gate of mercy is now open to us, let: 


us 
92 
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us haste and enter: let us not put off to a SERM. 
future time, what perhaps at a future time we XXIV. 


Shall not be able to perform! no it is in our 
power, and we may be assured God will assist 
us; the very inclination that we feel towards 
it, is an earnest that he will! Now, this 
present moment, if we are sincere, is the time 
to make our peace with him: if we put it off, 


it may never be in our power again; the day 


of grace may be past—the time of reconcilia- 
tion gone for ever! | 
The opinion, I fear, is but too common, 
that repentance and reformation are the works 
of a moment; and that if a man has but 
time to shed a few tears; kind ray a few prayers 
a little while before his death, he will atone 
for the sins of a whole bis, "ud dal nccepe- 
ance with Gd. 

The mistake (for 2 mictake | it certainly is) 
is a very dangerous' one, —To sin, we all 
know, alas! is very easy; yet no one ar- 
rives at once, even at the height of wicked- 

| ness; 
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5ERM, ness; by gtadual and slow steps, even thut 
"XXIV. fatal progress is matle : but infinitely more 
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gradual, and infinitely more slow, is the pro- 
gress of a sinner towards righteousness; it 
requires much time and many efforts to lay 
aside his vices and to acquire the opposite 
virtues—he hath many things to learn ard 
many to forget; he hath to repair perhaps 
much injury which he hath done, and fo atone 
certainly for much bad example which he 
hath set; he hath not only to leave off sin, 
and to practise virtue, but he hath also to 
tearn to detest the former and to delight in 
the fatter; he hath to acquire the habit of 
holiness, without which no mam can see the 


Lord. 


I would not be underztobd to say that 
never any sinner, who had only a short time 
allowed him for repentance, met with mercy. 
The great searcher of hearts, who can alone 
judge of the sincerity of His conversion, if he 
* that he i is thoroughly 4 and effectually 

a touched 


ne 


ally 
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touched, and that, if life were lent him, he sR RAC 
would no more return to his wickedness, will XXIV. 


probably condescend to accept his repentance, 
though he lived not to reform;—but with the 
dying person himself, and his surviving 
friends, great fears must ever remain.—In- 
stances, I fear, are too numerous, of apparent 
penitents, returning from the confines of the 
grave, who, immediately on their recovery, 
have forgot all their pious vows and resolu- 
tions, and whose last state has been worse 
than their first. No one can say that such 
might not have been the case with his de- 
ceased friend, if he had recovered, however 
penitent he may have seemed; and I am very 
sure that no one in his own case ought to 
trust to it. 

be time of health and strength is the 


only proper time for the business of religion; 


it demands, and will employ, our most pow- 
erful exertions; and then only, can we be sure 
that our reformation is sincere, after we have 
2 lived 


— 
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SERM. lived for zome time a pious, a virtuous life, 
XXIV. when the danger of speedily dying is, or 


a * 


appears to be, remote from us. Our good 


resolutions may be, otherwise, only the ef- 
fects of sickness and terror—transient as the 


morning clouds and early dew—which return- 


ing health and apparent security would soon 


render abortive. 


I shall conclude this discourse by calling 
your attention to the words of the text, and 


to the subsequent conduct of the person who 


uttered them. Go thy way for this time; 
« when I have a convenient season I will call 


« for thee.” They were spoken by the 


Roman governor, Felix, on this occasion: — 


St. Paul had been sent a prisoner from Jeru- 
salem to Cesarea, chat he might plead his 


cause, and answer to the accusations of the 
Jews, before Felix. Felix had already heard 
his defence ; but after a few days, he had an 
inclination to hear again from him some ac- 


count of Christianity; he accordingly sent 


for 
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for him to preach before himself and his wife $ ERM. 
Drusilla : the Scripture tells us the subjects ., 
on which he spoke, and its effects on his 
hearer.—“ As Paul reasoned of righteous- 
te ness, temperance, and judgment to come, 
tc Felix trembled; and he said unto Paul, 

« Go thy way for this time; when J have a 
« convenient season I will call for thee.” 
Felix resembled, I fear, too many of these 
ä days; he was convinced, by the preacher” $ 
reasoning, and the whispers of his own con- 
; science, of the enormity and danger of sin, 
| and of the necessity of piety and virtue; he 
e felt” the folly and absurdity of his former 
— course of life, and formed some loose, un- 
steady Tesolutions of amending it; — but 
when ?—not at that present time, the most 
proper of all others, when his understanding 
was convinced and his heart touchedy and 
when it might have pleased God that, by his 
hearing the preacher farther, and by his own 
| enlleay0tirs, he might have been thoroughly 
or converted ; 
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ERM. converted no he was for putting off the 
WH evil hour, for such it appeared to him, per- 
suaded as he was of the necessity that it must 
one day arrive, or himself everlastingly perish, 
He refuses to listen to the salutary terrors that 
had begun to assail him, and dismisses his 
instructor somewhat hastily and abruptly, 
« Go thy way for this time; when I have a 
« convenient season I will call for thee.” 
Did this convenient season ever arrive "i 
no !-—he kept Paul confined two years, and | 
during that time had him brought before him i | 
frequently; not that he might profit by his 
discourses, not that he might be perfected i in 
the reformation, which 8eemed to have been 
began by the remorse which Paul had once 
excited in him; but, as the Scripture tells us, 
in hopes that he might have received mager 
ol his prisoner, to 165 him go. free; . And 
Kill. farther, when he was, removed. from bis 
government, willing to shew the Jews @ ples- 


wre, that is, devigous to atane for the many 
2 p acts $38 
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acts of .appregian of which he had heen s. 
guilty, and te prevent their complaints from XS 
pursuing him, which we find they afterwards. 
did, be leſt Paul bound, Nou see chat. 
during two Whole years, this donvenient g 
on of heaping Paul, as he ought to have been 
heard, never arrived; he. sent for him, ig is; 
true, often; bin as it was only with. che ex 
pectation he would. offer, money. far his re 
lease, he was likely. to profit but little from 
his discqurse on any other Subject; and that 
he did profit but little, is evident, from his 
leaving an innocent man still a prisoner. 

Happy would it have been for Felix, if he 
had suffered the preacher's reasoning, and 
the voice of his own conscience, to have that 
immediate effect, which they ought to have 
had! they were $0 forcible, and came $0 
home to him, that he could no otherwise elude 
ind destroy their influence than by postponing 
the hour of reflection till a future time. —His 
W take warning by 


it; 
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ltr d whenever either the preachers adnio-" 
niti6ns, the Advice of friends,” the perusal of 


| good books, the whispers'bf our FOE 
or the weden of God holy spit, 
Wuaken in us 4 sense "of conttition” and re- 
morse, and a resotution 'of living virtuously 
in forute; let us instantly attend to them, and 
begin"directly to act in consequence z let us 
not put off viir teformation til 5 nor, but 
begin che blessedd work to-day, while it 15 
called to-day; lest we be Hardened through! 
de deotirfilnews of in. 
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